
 

A Service of Worship 

Tenth Sunday after Pentecost 

August 17, 2025 

10:10 a.m., Sanctuary & Livestream 

We Gather 

Prelude Meditation on "Sine Nomine" Dennis Janzer 

Welcome and Concerns of the Church Rev. Lindsey Odom 

 The Lord be with you.  And also with you!  

Introit St. Anthony Chorale arr. Jennifer Eklund 

Graeme Mitchell, piano 

*Call to Worship   Lily Claire Jacobus   

One: Sing to the Lord a new song! 

Many: We sing a song of peace and hope! 

One: Sing to the Lord a song of strength. 

Many: Our strength is in the Lord of hosts! 

One: Sing to the Lord a song of joy! 

Many: Our song is a song of service and faithfulness. Amen. 

*Hymn 326 For All the Saints SINE NOMINE 



 

Prayer of Confession (unison)  Rev. Odom 

Gracious God, you call us to come to you and live out your call within 

our world, but we disobey you. Instead, we choose power and profit 

over acts of love in which you teach us to live by. We are content to 

work within systems that are complacent and fail to change things. 

We forget that everything comes from you, and we should use the 

blessings we have been given for others. Forgive us, O’ Lord, for the 
times when we forget your call to fully follow your example in our 

world. Remind us that when we answer your call, we will not be sent 

out alone, but filled with your gifts, surrounded by your children, and 

held in your love. Embolden us to live fully in your call and love our 

neighbors. Amen. 

Assurance of God’s Grace  Rev. Odom 

*Response of Praise Gloria Patri  

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in 

the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. Amen. Amen. 

We Hear and Respond to the Word 

Church Family Moment  Rebecca Guzman 



1. Readaloud: Listen to Homeplace by Anne Shelby, starting 

at the 3:10 mark in this video. Through this story we are 

encouraged to see our own faith as part of a much larger 

story. In Homeplace, a grandmother shares how a home 

was built piece by piece by those who came before. Our 

life in the church is similar. Through the stories of biblical patriarchs and 

matriarchs, people in the early church, and beloved saints in our own 

congregation, we see how our spiritual home has been built on the 

common foundation we share in Christ. (Source: Adapted from Storypath) 

2. Listen: Sing along or quietly reflect to this rendition of For All the Saints. 

Consider who your faith heroes and heroines are and what the song 

reveals about our scripture today. 

3. Game: Sit in a circle and pass a ball around. When you receive it, say the 

name of someone who has helped you in your faith. Keep the ball moving 

and see how many people you can name. 

4. Wonder Questions: 

• Who are the people who have helped build your spiritual home? 

• What do you imagine it means to run with perseverance the race set 

before us? 

• How can we be part of the story for future generations of the church? 

Sacrament of Baptism 

Hallie Brooke Buchanan 

Daughter of Michelle and Austin Buchanan, sister of Graham  

Representing the Session: Melissa White 

Representing the Children: Landon Gwyn 

Baptismal Response  No. 482, stanza 3 

Baptized in water, sealed by the Spirit,  

marked with the sign of Christ our King;  

born of the Spirit, we are God's children; 

joyfully now God's praises we sing. 

The children will return to join their families following the sermon. 

Prayer for Illumination  Dr. Matthew S. Brown 

First Reading Psalm 71:17-21 Dr. Brown 

O God, from my youth you have taught me, and I still proclaim your 

wondrous deeds. So even to old age and gray hairs, O God, do not forsake 

me, until I proclaim your might to all the generations to come. Your 

power and your righteousness, O God, reach the high heavens. You who 

have done great things, O God, who is like you? You who have made me 

see many troubles and calamities will revive me again; from the depths 

of the earth you will bring me up again. You will increase my honor, and 

comfort me once again. 

Second Reading Hebrews 11:29-12:3 Dr. Brown 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XOb91Z2YvRk
https://cecestorypath.wordpress.com/2024/09/15/lectionary-links-sunday-august-18-2013/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wbR8UJJ4xQU


By faith the people passed through the Red Sea as if it were dry land, but 

when the Egyptians attempted to do so they were drowned. By faith the 

walls of Jericho fell after they had been encircled for seven days. By faith 

Rahab the prostitute did not perish with those who were disobedient, 

because she had received the spies in peace. And what more should I 

say? For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, 

of David and Samuel and the prophets—who through faith conquered 

kingdoms, administered justice, obtained promises, shut the mouths of 

lions, quenched raging fire, escaped the edge of the sword, won strength 

out of weakness, became mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight. 

Women received their dead by resurrection. Others were tortured, 

refusing to accept release, in order to obtain a better resurrection. Others 

suffered mocking and flogging, and even chains and imprisonment. They 

were stoned to death, they were sawn in two, they were killed by the 

sword; they went about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute, 

persecuted, tormented—of whom the world was not worthy. They 

wandered in deserts and mountains, and in caves and holes in the 

ground. Yet all these, though they were commended for their faith, did 

not receive what was promised, since God had provided something 

better so that they would not, apart from us, be made perfect. 

Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let 

us also lay aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let us 

run with perseverance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus the 

pioneer and perfecter of our faith, who for the sake of the joy that was 

set before him endured the cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken 

his seat at the right hand of the throne of God. Consider him who 

endured such hostility against himself from sinners, so that you may not 

grow weary or lose heart. 

 This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God! 

Sermon Cloud of Witnesses Dr. Brown 

*The Affirmation of Faith (unison)  The Apostles’ Creed 

  Rev. Odom 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and 

in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy 

Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he 

rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the 

right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to 

judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy 

catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the 

resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer Rev. Odom 

. . . (unison) Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this 



day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors, 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 

the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

Offertory I Sing the Mighty Power of God arr. Jason Krug 

Summer Ringers 

As an alternative to the traditional offering plate, you may support the ministry of 

SMPC by giving online at www.smpchome.org/give or texting SMPC to 73256. 

*Doxology  No. 606 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, 

all creatures here below; praise him above ye heavenly host; 

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

*Prayer of Dedication  Landon Gwyn 

Glorious God, may these gifts bring glory to you and grace to your 

world. May our lives and our ministry reflect your love, and may we 

spread your message of love throughout the world. Amen. 

We Go Out to Serve 

Commissioning of the Confirmation Class of 2025 Lindsey Odom 

  Lily Claire Jacobus 

One: Confirmands, we bless you on your journey, and pray that you will 

create and discover new ways of living out what it means to be 

faithful Christ-followers. 

One: Just as we promised you in baptism, we walk alongside you on this 

journey. As you go through confirmation we pray that you will 

come to know God more fully and are able to do God’s mission in 
the world. We speak this prayer over you: 

All:  Faithful and loving God, we lift up these confirmands as they 

seek a deeper relationship with you. We pray that they will be 

bold in their questions, give voice to their doubts, share their 

challenges and celebrate their joys. We lift up their mentors and 

families as they continue to nurture these youth. In response to 

your love, O God, we commit ourselves to journeying with these 

confirmands, their mentors and families. May your love continue 

to light the way for all of us, together. Amen. 

*Hymn 846 Fight the Good Fight DUKE STREET 

http://www.smpchome.org/give


 

 

*Charge and Benediction  Dr. Brown 

*Congregational Response  No. 748 

Go with us, Lord, and guide the way through 

 this and every coming day, that in your Spirit strong  

and true our lives may be our gift to you. 

Postlude Postlude on "Duke Street" David Lasky 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, 

License #A-735003.  All rights reserved. 

Worship Service Notes 



Leading Worship this Morning   

Dr. Matthew S. Brown, Pastor 

Rev. Lindsey Odom, Associate Pastor of Youth & Missions/Outreach 

 Zach Bowyer, Director of Music & Organist  

 Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation 

 Summer Ringers 

 Graeme Mitchell, piano 

 Lily Claire Jacobus, Landon Gwyn, liturgists 

A/V Team: Chris Wilcox 

Ushers: Bob Cushman, Mitchell Davis, Richard Franseen, Curtis Guy, Jon 

Myers, Colby Nutter 

Welcome Team: Lina Griffiths, Donna Podgorny, Bob Williamson, Amy 

Zagora, Jake Zagora  

We light a candle celebrating the birth of Dallas Michael Manton on 

August 11. Congratulations to parents, Bryce and Alex Manton, and 

grandparents Janet and Tim Morgan. 

Realm Connect is our church communications app that 

allows you to register for events, receive mobile updates, 

update your gifting or communicate with others in the 

church. Learn more and download the app via the QR 

code. 

Welcome to South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church! If you are joining 

us in person or online, are a first-time visitor, a long-term member, or 

anything in between, we are glad that you are worshiping with us and we 

want to stay connected with you. To receive our emails, sent on Tuesday 

and Thursday mornings, contact Adrienne Jaquith, Office and Database 

Manager, adrienne@smpchome.org. Also, find us on Instagram: 

@southmeckpres and Facebook: @southmecklenburgpresbyterian. 

A note to parents: We are so delighted that you and your children are 

here! Children are an integral part of our faith community, and we strive 

to support parents during worship. Here are some helpful things to know: 

• Children are welcome in worship. We understand that means 

wiggles! 

• We provide blue worship totes in the narthex to help children engage 

in worship. Please return the totes after the service. 

• There is a nursery located in the Palmer Building with dedicated staff 

who are happy to keep your infant - three-year-old safe. 

• Children’s worship is provided for children ages 4 through 3rd grade. 
The children gather after the Church Family Moment and return after 

the sermon. During this time, they will explore the story interactively 

and engage with their peers. 



• During worship, the service is broadcast to the parlor, where there is 

more space to move around if your little one becomes restless. 

Interested in joining South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church? Our 

Session will gather to welcome new members on Sunday, August 24, at 

11:30 a.m. To learn more, contact Rev. Melissa White, Parish Associate, 

melissa@smpchome.org or 704-887-7488. 

Congregational Notes (as of August 14, 2025) 

Remember in Prayer 

• Brenda Villa as she recovers from surgery for a broken wrist. 

• Elowen Smith, and her family, as she continues in her treatment and 

recovery following her kidney transplant. 

• All those affected by conflict, displacement, and unrest around the 

world and at home.  

• Our mission partners in Bayonnais, Haiti, that God’s peace, 
protection and justice may prevail amid the crisis, chaos, and 

despair engulfing their country. 

 

To join the prayer chain or send a prayer request: 

prayer@SMPChome.org 

 

SMPC STAFF 

Dr. Matthew S. Brown, Pastor 

matt@smpchome.org 

Rev. Lindsey Odom, Associate Pastor of Youth & Missions/Outreach 

lindsey@smpchome.org 

Laura Black, Ministry Associate for Children and Music 

laura@smpchome.org 

Zach Bowyer, Director of Music & Organist 

zach@smpchome.org 

Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation 

rebecca@smpchome.org  

Adrienne Jaquith, Office and Database Manager 

adrienne@smpchome.org 

Cheryl Perry, Director of Communications 

cheryl@smpchome.org 

Steve Stevenson, Facility Administrator 

steve@smpchome.org 

Rev. Melissa White, Parish Associate 

melissa@smpchome.org 

Dr. Tammy Winchip, SMPC Preschool Director 

tammy@smpchome.org 

Mary Katheryne Zagora, Financial Administrator 

mkzagora@smpchome.org 
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Church Office Hours:   

Monday – Thursday: 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.  

Friday: Closed 

 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE 

LICENSE, License #A-735003.  All rights reserved. 
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