
 

A Service of Worship 

Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 

August 31, 2025 

10:10 a.m., Sanctuary & Livestream 

We Gather 

Prelude  Partita on "All Are Welcome" Charles Lenz 

II. Andante, III. Capriccio 

Welcome and Concerns of the Church Dr. Matthew S. Brown 

 The Lord be with you.  And also with you!  

Introit I'm Gonna Eat at the Welcome Table Spiritual 

*Call to Worship   Clara Guzman   

One: Creator God, you call us to hospitality and to give generously to 

others 

Many: The table of God’s hospitality is set before us, and all have a 
place at the table.  

One: Loving God, you call us to give you glory through the compassion 

we show to each other.  

Many: This includes loving without judgment, of ourselves or of 

others. 

One: We gather as one Body, seeking to walk in the way you have set 

for us. 

Many: We gather as one Body, to worship the one who is Love. 

*Hymn 301 Let Us Build a House TWO OAKS 



 

 

Prayer of Confession (unison)  Dr. Brown 

Self-giving Lord, through your Son Jesus Christ, you made clear that 

equality with God is not something to be grasped or exploited. Jesus, 

Lord of all things, emptied himself, taking the form of a servant, born 

in human likeness, yet, in a mercenary world where striving and 



climbing are celebrated, we are easily drawn to the web of 

entitlement and privilege. We push to the summit, ignorant of or 

indifferent to those we may step on as we climb. Our pursuit of 

privilege renders us blind to a world in need. Forgive us, Lord, for our 

spirit of entitlement and our expectation that the world bend to our 

inflated notions of what we deserve. Grant us hearts capable of 

selfless love, so that we may honor Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Assurance of God’s Grace  Dr. Brown 

*Response of Praise  No. 582, stanza 1 

Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me, 

and to the Son, whose grace has pardoned me, 

and to the Spirit, whose love has set me free. 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen.  

We Hear and Respond to the Word 

Church Family Moment  Rebecca Guzman 

1. Story Connection: Listen to a readaloud of Yertle the 

Turtle by Dr. Seuss. In this story, Yertle tries to stack 

all the turtles beneath him so he can feel more 

important. But he learns that putting others down 

isn’t the way to be great. This connects to Jesus’ 
parable of the banquet, where we learn that we should not try to 

make ourselves look better than others.  

2. Hospitality at Home: If you’re together on a holiday weekend, talk as 
a family about who else might need to feel included like a neighbor, 

a classmate, or someone from church. Choose one way to help them 

feel welcome, such as inviting them over, sending a kind message, 

making a special card, or baking some cookies. 

3. Game: Play a backward version of musical chairs. Instead of taking a 

chair away each round, add an extra chair and invite someone else to 

join the game. Celebrate making more room instead of less! Connect 

this to how Jesus tells us to make space at the table for others, 

especially those who might be left out. 

4. Journal, considering the following: 

• I wonder how it feels to sit in the lowest seat at a table. 

• I wonder why Jesus wanted people to invite those who usually 

get left out. 

• I wonder if you have ever felt especially welcome. Who made 

you feel that way? 

• I wonder how we can make space for others the way Jesus did. 

Children’s Liturgy  Rebecca Guzman 

As the children four years old through third grade gather for 

Children’s Worship, the congregation is invited to sing (hymn no. 19): 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M2FqH8xQHe0


God of great and God of small, God of one and God of all, 

God of weak and God of strong, God to whom all things belong, 

Alleluia, alleluia, praise be to your name. 

Congregation: God be with you there. 

Children:   God be with you here. 

The children will return to join their families following the sermon. 

Prayer for Illumination  Dr. Brown 

First Reading Psalm 112 Dr. Brown 

Praise the Lord! Happy are those who fear the Lord, who greatly delight 

in his commandments. Their descendants will be mighty in the land; the 

generation of the upright will be blessed. Wealth and riches are in their 

houses, and their righteousness endures forever. They rise in the 

darkness as a light for the upright; they are gracious, merciful, and 

righteous. It is well with those who deal generously and lend, who 

conduct their affairs with justice. For the righteous will never be moved; 

they will be remembered forever. They are not afraid of evil tidings; their 

hearts are firm, secure in the Lord. Their hearts are steady, they will not 

be afraid; in the end they will look in triumph on their foes. They have 

distributed freely, they have given to the poor; their righteousness 

endures forever; their horn is exalted in honor. The wicked see it and are 

angry; they gnash their teeth and melt away; the desire of the wicked 

comes to nothing. 

Anthem  Grace Carolyn Hamlin 

Chancel Choir; Ann Carney, piano 

Lord, as I seek Your guidance for the day, I find my thoughts unyielding, 

confusion crowds my way; but then when I bow to You, 

 the challenges You guide me through, Your promises are ever new,  

I claim them for today. Your will cannot lead me where  

Your grace will not keep me, Your hand will protect me.  

I rest in Your care. Your eyes will watch over me, 

 Your love will forgive me, And when I am faltering,  

I still will find You there. Each new day’s design is charted by  
Your hand and graciously revealed as I seek Your master plan. 

Keep my footsteps faithful when from You I go. 

Return me to the joy that Your blessings can bestow. 

Second Reading Luke 14:1, 7-14 Rev. Lindsey Odom 

On one occasion when Jesus was going to the house of a leader of the 

Pharisees to eat a meal on the sabbath, they were watching him closely. 

When he noticed how the guests chose the places of honor, he told them 

a parable. "When you are invited by someone to a wedding banquet, do 

not sit down at the place of honor, in case someone more distinguished 

than you has been invited by your host; and the host who invited both of 

you may come and say to you, "Give this person your place,' and then in 

disgrace you would start to take the lowest place. But when you are 



invited, go and sit down at the lowest place, so that when your host 

comes, he may say to you, "Friend, move up higher'; then you will be 

honored in the presence of all who sit at the table with you. For all who 

exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will 

be exalted." He said also to the one who had invited him, "When you give 

a luncheon or a dinner, do not invite your friends or your brothers or your 

relatives or rich neighbors, in case they may invite you in return, and you 

would be repaid. But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the 

crippled, the lame, and the blind. And you will be blessed, because they 

cannot repay you, for you will be repaid at the resurrection of the 

righteous." 

This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God! 

Sermon The Guest List of God Rev. Odom 

*The Affirmation of Faith (unison)  Dr. Brown 

Brief Statement of Faith  Lines 1-26, 77-79 

In life and in death we belong to God. Through the grace of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, we 

trust in the one triune God, the Holy One of Israel, whom alone we 

worship and serve. We trust in Jesus Christ, fully human, fully God. 

Jesus proclaimed the reign of God: preaching good news to the poor 

and release to the captives, teaching by word and deed and blessing the 

children, healing the sick and binding up the brokenhearted, eating 

with outcasts, forgiving sinners, and calling all to repent and believe the 

gospel. Unjustly condemned for blasphemy and sedition, Jesus was 

crucified, suffering the depths of human pain and giving his life for the 

sins of the world. God raised this Jesus from the dead, vindicating his 

sinless life, breaking the power of sin and evil, delivering us from death 

to life eternal. With believers in every time and place, we rejoice that 

nothing in life or in death can separate us from the love of God in Christ 

Jesus our Lord. Amen 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer Dr. Brown 

. . . (unison) Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this 

day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors, 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 

the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

Offertory Partita on "All Are Welcome": IV. Adagio Charles Lenz 

As an alternative to the traditional offering plate, you may support the ministry of 

SMPC by giving online at www.smpchome.org/give or texting SMPC to 73256. 

*Doxology  No. 606 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, 

all creatures here below; praise him above ye heavenly host; 

http://www.smpchome.org/give


praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

*Prayer of Dedication  Charleston Bates 

Hospitable God, you invite us to a banquet where the last may be first, 

and the humble and the mighty trade places. We bring our gifts and 

offerings as a response to your invitation. May our gifts transform our 

world so that all may find a place at your table and be welcomed with 

radical hospitality and inclusive love. In the name of Jesus, Christ, we 

pray.  Amen. 

We Go Out to Serve 

*Hymn 692 Spirit, Open My Heart WILD MOUNTAIN THYME 

 

*Charge and Benediction  Rev. Odom 

*Congregational Response   



Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place, 

I can feel his mighty power and his grace. 

I can hear the brush of angels’ wings, I see glory on each face. 
Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place. 

Postlude  Partita on "All Are Welcome" Charles Lenz 

I. Maestoso, VII. Final - Dance 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, 

License #A-735003.  All rights reserved. 

Worship Service Notes 

Leading Worship this Morning   

Rev. Lindsey Odom, Associate Pastor of Youth & Missions/Outreach 

Dr. Matthew S. Brown, Pastor 

 Zach Bowyer, Director of Music & Organist  

 Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation 

 Chancel Choir 

 Ann Carney, piano 

 Charleston Bates, Clara Guzman, liturgists 

 Judy Jones, Trinity Bell Toller 

A/V Team: Brad Alford, Luke Estes 

Ushers: Dick Engle, Andrew Gaul, Bjorn Hansen, Tom Schorr, Brett 

Thompson, Linda Thompson 

Welcome Team: Jimmy Galati, Kathy Galati, Jennifer Hurlburt  

NEW from our Music Ministry! Each Sunday, a Trinity 

Bell Toller will ring the bell three times before the 

prelude—a simple yet powerful reminder of the Father, 

Son, and Holy Spirit, calling us to center ourselves as 

worship begins. No experience necessary. More 

information and sign up via QR code.  

Welcome to South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church! If you are joining 

us in person or online, are a first-time visitor, a long-term member, or 

anything in between, we are glad that you are worshiping with us and we 

want to stay connected with you. To receive our emails, sent on Tuesday 

and Thursday mornings, contact Adrienne Jaquith, Office and Database 

Manager, adrienne@smpchome.org. Also, find us on Instagram: 

@southmeckpres and Facebook: @southmecklenburgpresbyterian. 

A note to parents: We are so delighted that you and your children are 

here! Children are an integral part of our faith community, and we strive 

to support parents during worship. Here are some helpful things to know: 

• Children are welcome in worship. We understand that means 

wiggles! 



• We provide blue worship totes in the narthex to help children engage 

in worship. Please return the totes after the service. 

• There is a nursery located in the Palmer Building with dedicated staff 

who are happy to keep your infant - three-year-old safe. 

• Children’s worship is provided for children ages 4 through 3rd grade. 
The children gather after the Church Family Moment and return after 

the sermon. During this time, they will explore the story interactively 

and engage with their peers. 

• During worship, the service is broadcast to the parlor, where there is 

more space to move around if your little one becomes restless. 

Interested in joining South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church? Our 

Session will gather to welcome new members on Sunday, September 28, 

11:30 a.m. To learn more, contact Rev. Melissa White, Parish Associate, 

melissa@smpchome.org or 704-887-7488. 

Congregational Notes (as of August 28, 2025) 

Remember in Prayer 

• All those affected by conflict, displacement, and unrest around the 

world and at home.  

• Our mission partners in Bayonnais, Haiti, that God’s peace, protection 
and justice may prevail amid the crisis, chaos, and despair engulfing 

their country. 

To join the prayer chain or send a prayer request: 

prayer@SMPChome.org 

 

SMPC STAFF 

Dr. Matthew S. Brown, Pastor 

matt@smpchome.org 

Rev. Lindsey Odom, Associate Pastor of Youth & Missions/Outreach 

lindsey@smpchome.org 

Laura Black, Ministry Associate for Children and Music 

laura@smpchome.org 

Zach Bowyer, Director of Music & Organist 

zach@smpchome.org 

Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation 

rebecca@smpchome.org  

Adrienne Jaquith, Office and Database Manager 

adrienne@smpchome.org 

Cheryl Perry, Director of Communications 

cheryl@smpchome.org 

Steve Stevenson, Facility Administrator 

steve@smpchome.org 

Rev. Melissa White, Parish Associate 

melissa@smpchome.org 
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Dr. Tammy Winchip, SMPC Preschool Director 

tammy@smpchome.org 

Mary Katheryne Zagora, Financial Administrator 

mkzagora@smpchome.org 

 

Church Office Hours:   

Monday – Thursday: 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.  

Friday: Closed 

 

 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE 

LICENSE, License #A-735003.  All rights reserved. 
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