
 

A Service of Worship 

Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

September 14, 2025 

10:10 a.m., Sanctuary & Livestream 

We Gather 

Prelude  Trumpet Tune Henry Purcell 

Welcome and Concerns of the Church Rev. Lindsey Odom 

 The Lord be with you.  And also with you!  

Moment for Mission  Donna Brown 

Introit Jesus, We Are Here Patrick Matsikenyiri 

*Call to Worship   Alec White  

One:  Come, let us celebrate the forgiving, reconciling love of God. 

Many: For once we were lost and felt so far away, but now we have 

been found and are welcomed home. 

One:  Know that God’s love is lavished upon you forever. 
Many: We rejoice at the news of forgiveness and hope! 

All: Come, let us celebrate and praise the God of Love. 

*Hymn 394 Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation WESTMINSTER ABBEY 



 

 

Prayer of Confession (unison)  Rev. Odom 

Loving God, we recognize how much we need you in our lives to lead 

us and guide us. But we often behave as if we do not know you or care 

about you. Remind us that you are the Shepherd who leads us safely 

to the fold and whose hand we can hold in every moment and time, 

even the most difficult moments. Forgive us for the times we have lost 

our way, failed to carry out justice, turned away from those in need, 

ignored your voice, and chosen our own paths instead of yours. We 

want to be among those whom you seek. Shower your mercy and 

grace upon us. Find us and lead us home safely to faithfulness. 

Assurance of God’s Grace  Rev. Odom 

*Response of Praise  No. 582, stanza 1 

Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me, 

and to the Son, whose grace has pardoned me, 

and to the Spirit, whose love has set me free. 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen.  

We Hear and Respond to the Word 



Church Family Moment  Rebecca Guzman 

1. Story Connection: Listen to this read-aloud of Who 

Counts? by Amy-Jill Levine and Sandy Eisenberg 

Sasso. As you listen, wonder together: Who is the 

Good Shepherd? Who are you in the story? What 

would it feel like to be a shepherd searching for just 

one missing sheep? 

2. Create: Draw a picture of a time you lost something very special and 

then found it again. Share your drawings and tell each other how you 

felt in both moments. (You can also make this into a guessing game—
hold up your picture and let others guess what was lost and found.) 

3. Activity: Act out the story of the lost sheep. One person can be the 

shepherd, and others can be the sheep. Hide one sheep (under a 

blanket or behind a chair). Let the shepherd search until they find the 

lost one. When the sheep is found, everyone should shout, clap, and 

celebrate—just like the angels rejoice in heaven. 

4. Journal, considering the following: 

• Who are the lost sheep in our world today? 

• How are we sometimes like lost sheep? 

• What does the word “repent” mean to you? 

• What do you think God does when we repent? 

Children’s Liturgy  Rebecca Guzman 

As the children four years old through third grade gather for 

Children’s Worship, the congregation is invited to sing (hymn no. 19): 

God of great and God of small, God of one and God of all, 

God of weak and God of strong, God to whom all things belong, 

Alleluia, alleluia, praise be to your name. 

Congregation: God be with you there. 

Children:   God be with you here. 

The children will return to join their families following the sermon. 

Prayer for Illumination  Rev. Odom 

First Reading Psalm 51:1-10 Rev. Odom 

Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; according 

to your abundant mercy blot out my transgressions. Wash me 

thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin. For I know 

my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me. Against you, you 

alone, have I sinned, and done what is evil in your sight, so that you are 

justified in your sentence and blameless when you pass 

judgment. Indeed, I was born guilty, a sinner when my mother 

conceived me. You desire truth in the inward being; therefore teach me 

wisdom in my secret heart. Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; 

wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. Let me hear joy and gladness; 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S09v1tIWiqQ


let the bones that you have crushed rejoice. Hide your face from my 

sins, and blot out all my iniquities. Create in me a clean heart, O God, 

and put a new and right spirit within me. 

Anthem  Bow Down Low arr. David Bridges 

Chancel Choir 

Bow down low and bend your head.  

For I’ve come to sweep this house, 
for to sweep the Lord’s house clean.  

Yes, I’ve come to wash and clean 

from this floor the stains of sin. 

For, lo I’ve come again, and I’ve not come in vain.  
Sweep high, sweep low, sweep clean as you go.  

Bow down low and bend your head, 

for to sweep the Lord’s house clean. 

Second Reading Luke 15:1-10 Dr. Matthew S. Brown 

Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to 

him. And the Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, 

"This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them." So he told them this 

parable: "Which one of you, having a hundred sheep and losing one of 

them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after the 

one that is lost until he finds it? When he has found it, he lays it on his 

shoulders and rejoices. And when he comes home, he calls together his 

friends and neighbors, saying to them, "Rejoice with me, for I have 

found my sheep that was lost.' Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy 

in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous 

persons who need no repentance. "Or what woman having ten silver 

coins, if she loses one of them, does not light a lamp, sweep the house, 

and search carefully until she finds it? When she has found it, she calls 

together her friends and neighbors, saying, "Rejoice with me, for I have 

found the coin that I had lost.' Just so, I tell you, there is joy in the 

presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents." 

 This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God! 

Sermon Ninety-nine Righteous? Dr. Brown 

*The Affirmation of Faith (unison)  A Brief Statement of Faith, 27-51 

  Rev. Odom 

We trust in God, whom Jesus called Abba, Father. In sovereign love 

God created the world good and makes everyone equally in God’s 
image, male and female, of every race and people, to live as one 

community. But we rebel against God; we hide from our Creator. 

Ignoring God’s commandments, we violate the image of God in others 
and ourselves, accept lies as truth, exploit neighbor and nature, and 

threaten death to the planet entrusted to our care. We deserve God’s 
condemnation. Yet God acts with justice and mercy to redeem 

creation. In everlasting love, the God of Abraham and Sarah chose a 



covenant people to bless all families of the earth. Hearing their cry, 

God delivered the children of Israel from the house of bondage. Loving 

us still, God makes us heirs with Christ of the covenant. Like a mother 

who will not forsake her nursing child, like a father who runs to 

welcome the prodigal home, God is faithful still. 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer Rev. Odom 

. . . (unison) Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this 

day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors, 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 

the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

Offertory Prelude (Op. 28, No. 4) Frédéric Chopin 

Alec White, piano 

As an alternative to the traditional offering plate, you may support the ministry of 

SMPC by giving online at www.smpchome.org/give or texting SMPC to 73256. 

*Doxology  No. 606 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, 

all creatures here below; praise him above ye heavenly host; 

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

*Prayer of Dedication  Will Hollingsworth 

Gracious God, out of gratitude for your boundless love and grace, we 

give you these gifts and our lives with thankful hearts. Use us to share 

your love and joy with others. Amen. 

We Go Out to Serve 

*Hymn 802 The King of Love My Shepherd Is ST. COLUMBA 

(Stanzas 1-4) 

http://www.smpchome.org/give


 

 

*Charge and Benediction  Dr. Brown 

*Congregational Response  No. 802, stanza 6 

And so through all the length of days thy goodness faileth never; 

Good Shepherd, may I sing thy praise within thy house forever. 

Postlude  Festive Processional Gregg Sewell 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, 

License #A-735003.  All rights reserved. 

Worship Service Notes 

Leading Worship this Morning   

Dr. Matthew S. Brown, Pastor 

Rev. Lindsey Odom, Associate Pastor of Youth & Missions/Outreach 

 Zach Bowyer, Director of Music & Organist  

 Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation 

 Chancel Choir 

 Alec White, piano 



 Will Hollingsworth, Alec White, liturgists 

A/V Team: Brad Alford, Luke Estes 

Ushers: Phil Eatherton, Curt Ireland, Tom Klecker, Charlie Metzler, Colby 

Nutter, Carol Watkins 

Welcome Team: Andrew Gaul, Ethan Gaul, Maddy Gaul, Kaitlin Gaul  

NEW from our Music Ministry! Each Sunday, a Trinity 

Bell Toller will ring the bell three times before the 

prelude—a simple yet powerful reminder of the Father, 

Son, and Holy Spirit, calling us to center ourselves as 

worship begins. No experience necessary. More 

information and sign up via QR code.  

Welcome to South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church! If you are joining 

us in person or online, are a first-time visitor, a long-term member, or 

anything in between, we are glad that you are worshiping with us and we 

want to stay connected with you. To receive our emails, sent on Tuesday 

and Thursday mornings, contact Adrienne Jaquith, Office and Database 

Manager, adrienne@smpchome.org. Also, find us on Instagram: 

@southmeckpres and Facebook: @southmecklenburgpresbyterian. 

A note to parents: We are so delighted that you and your children are 

here! Children are an integral part of our faith community, and we strive 

to support parents during worship. Here are some helpful things to know: 

• Children are welcome in worship. We understand that means 

wiggles! 

• We provide blue worship totes in the narthex to help children engage 

in worship. Please return the totes after the service. 

• There is a nursery located in the Palmer Building with dedicated staff 

who are happy to keep your infant - three-year-old safe. 

• Children’s worship is provided for children ages 4 through 3rd grade. 
The children gather after the Church Family Moment and return after 

the sermon. During this time, they will explore the story interactively 

and engage with their peers. 

• During worship, the service is broadcast to the parlor, where there is 

more space to move around if your little one becomes restless. 

Interested in joining South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church? Our 

Session will gather to welcome new members on Sunday, September 28, 

11:30 a.m. To learn more, contact Rev. Melissa White, Parish Associate, 

melissa@smpchome.org or 704-887-7488. 

Congregational Notes (as of September 11, 2025) 

Remember in Prayer 

• Dan Gaudiano, as he recovers from surgery. 

• Jim Williams, as he recovers from surgery.  



• All those affected by conflict, displacement, and unrest around the 

world and at home.  

• Our mission partners in Bayonnais, Haiti, that God’s peace, protection 
and justice may prevail amid the crisis, chaos, and despair engulfing 

their country. 

To join the prayer chain or send a prayer request: 

prayer@SMPChome.org 

 

SMPC STAFF 

Dr. Matthew S. Brown, Pastor 

matt@smpchome.org 

Rev. Lindsey Odom, Associate Pastor of Youth & Missions/Outreach 

lindsey@smpchome.org 

Rev. Melissa White, Parish Associate 

melissa@smpchome.org 

Laura Black, Ministry Associate for Children and Music 

laura@smpchome.org 

Zach Bowyer, Director of Music & Organist 

zach@smpchome.org 

Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation 

rebecca@smpchome.org  

Adrienne Jaquith, Office and Database Manager 

adrienne@smpchome.org 

Cheryl Perry, Director of Communications 

cheryl@smpchome.org 

Steve Stevenson, Facility Administrator 

steve@smpchome.org 

Dr. Tammy Winchip, SMPC Preschool Director 

tammy@smpchome.org 

Mary Katheryne Zagora, Financial Administrator 

mkzagora@smpchome.org 

 

Church Office Hours:   

Monday – Thursday: 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.  

Friday: Closed 

 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE 

LICENSE, License #A-735003.  All rights reserved. 
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