
 

A Service of Worship 

Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

October 12, 2025 

10:10 a.m., Sanctuary & Livestream 

We Gather 

Prelude  With a Joyful Heart Susan Geschke 

Exultate Ringers 
 

Welcome and Concerns of the Church Dr. Matthew S. Brown 

 The Lord be with you.  And also with you!  

Moment for Mission  Greg Hobby 

Introit   

Come, O people, God’s great family, gathered in this holy place;  
here we meet in joyful worship, here we stand in love and grace.  

God receives us, God receives us, hearts renewed in hope’s  
embrace, hearts renewed in hope’s embrace! 

*Call to Worship   Mia Smigiel    

One:  In Christ, the God of heaven has made his home on earth. 

Many:  Christ dwells among us and is one with us.  

One: Highest of all creation, he lives among the least.  

Many: He journeys with the rejected and welcomes the weary. 

One: Come now, all who thirst, 

Many: and drink the water of life.  

One: Come now, all who hunger, 

Many: and be filled with good things.  

One: Come now, all who seek,  

Many: and be warmed by the fire of love. 

*Hymn 363 Rejoice, the Lord Is King! DARWALL'S 148TH 



 

 

Prayer of Confession (unison)  Rev. Lindsey Odom 

Gracious Lord, you call us to come to you in the world, but we disobey 

you. We choose power and profit over acts of love, which you 

exemplify for us time and time again. We are content to work within 

systems that oppress instead of work to change things. We forget that 

everything comes from you, and that we are stewards of what you 

have given us. We seek out mountaintops instead of being among 

your people. Forgive us, Lord, for the times that we forget your call to 

fully follow your example in the world. Embolden us to live fully into 

your call, to love you and to love our neighbors. Amen. 

Assurance of God’s Grace  Rev. Odom 



*Response of Praise   

Glory be to God, the Father, glory be to Christ, the Son, 

Glory to the blazing Spirit, ever three and ever one! 

God almighty, God almighty, may your work through  

us be done, may your work through us be done!  

We Hear and Respond to the Word 

Church Family Moment  Rebecca Guzman 

1. The Great Ends of the Church: These are six guiding 

purposes that help us understand why the Church 

exists and what we are called to do together. Over 

the next few weeks, we’ll explore each one. The first 
Great End is “the proclamation of the gospel for the 
salvation of humankind.” This means sharing the good news of God’s 
love in all that we say and do. Green Hill Presbyterian Church in 

Alabama has six beautiful stained-glass windows that illustrate each 

one and we will be looking at them in Children’s Worship.  
2. Craft: Make a “Good News Megaphone” using a paper cup and pipe 

cleaner handle like the one pictured here. Decorate it and write Luke 

4:43 on the side: “I must proclaim the good news of God’s kingdom in 
other cities too, for I was sent for this purpose.”  This craft reminds us 

that our voices and our actions can carry God’s good news 
everywhere we go. 

3. Game: Play a game of “Gospel Tag.” One person is “Jesus,” sharing 
the good news. When they tag someone, that person joins hands and 

becomes part of the growing “blob.” The game continues until 
everyone is connected—just like God’s love spreads when we share 
it! 

4. Wonder Together: 

a. I wonder why Jesus wanted to tell everyone about God’s love. 

b. I wonder how we can share good news in our daily lives. 

c. I wonder what it means to show God’s love through our actions. 

Sacrament of Baptism 

Fletcher Conine Earp, Cruz Ashby Earp 

Children of Cheryl and Charles Earp 

Grandchildren of Ruthie and Bill Earp 

Representing the Session: Adrienne Jaquith 

Representing the Children: Reese Earp 

Baptismal Response  No. 482, stanza 3 

Baptized in water, sealed by the Spirit,  

marked with the sign of Christ our King;  

https://greenhillpc.wordpress.com/about-green-hill/roots-of-green-hill-presbyterian-church/stained-glass-windows/


born of the Spirit, we are God's children; 

 joyfully now God's praises we sing.  

The children will return to join their families following the sermon. 

Prayer for Illumination  Rev. Odom 

First Reading Isaiah 40:7-9 Rev. Odom 

The grass withers, the flower fades, when the breath of the Lord blows 

upon it; surely the people are grass. The grass withers, the flower fades; 

but the word of our God will stand forever. Get you up to a high 

mountain, O Zion, herald of good tidings; lift up your voice with strength, 

O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, lift it up, do not fear; say to the cities 

of Judah, "Here is your God!" 

Anthem  Be My Church David Lantz III 

Chancel Choir; Mark Janney, tenor; Ann Carney, piano 

Rejoice with the rejoicing, and weep with those who mourn. Be patient and 

forgiving; repair what has been torn. Remember the forgotten; invite the 

stranger in. Serve each other faithfully until I come again. 

Love as I have loved you. Serve as I have served. Give as I have given.  

Be my church. Be my hands and body moving in the world. 

Live your life in blessing. Be my church. The outcast, the beloved; the powerful, 

the weak; the ones caught up in battle and those who sleep in peace; 

The thriving and the struggling; the greatest to the least: my child,  

they are my children, so love each one of these. 

Second Reading Luke 4:40-44   Dr. Brown 

As the sun was setting, all those who had any who were sick with various 

kinds of diseases brought them to him; and he laid his hands on each of 

them and cured them. Demons also came out of many, shouting, "You 

are the Son of God!" But he rebuked them and would not allow them to 

speak, because they knew that he was the Messiah. At daybreak he 

departed and went into a deserted place. And the crowds were looking 

for him; and when they reached him, they wanted to prevent him from 

leaving them. But he said to them, "I must proclaim the good news of the 

kingdom of God to the other cities also; for I was sent for this purpose." 

So he continued proclaiming the message in the synagogues of Judea. 

 This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God! 

Sermon The Six Great Ends of the Church Dr. Brown 

I. The proclamation of the gospel for the salvation of humankind 

*The Affirmation of Faith (unison)  The Apostles’ Creed 

  Rev. Odom 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and 

in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy 

Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he 

rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the 



right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to 

judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy 

catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the 

resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer Rev. Melissa White 

. . . (unison) Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this 

day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors, 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 

the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

Offertory Ubuntu Mark Hayes 

Jubilate Choir; Blythe Kinsey, piano 

I am me because of you and you are you because of me. 

I need you and you need me, we are one big family. 

I am human just like you, but we have differences, it’s true. 
I will see the best in you, and I know that you will see the best in me. 

I will guard your dignity, we will live in harmony. 

I will lift your spirit high, wipe the teardrops from your eyes. 

As a chorus we are strong when everyone of us sings along. 

So lift your voice and sing your part, let us hear what's in your heart. 

Let us sing in harmony, show the world our unity. 

Ubuntu is a philosophy from South Africa that celebrates the human spirit and 

focuses on people’s allegiances and relationships with each other. It means, “A 
person is a person through other people.”  

As an alternative to the traditional offering plate, you may support the ministry of 

SMPC by giving online at www.smpchome.org/give or texting SMPC to 73256. 

*Doxology   

Praise the Source of every blessing, praise to Christ who sets 

 us free, praise the Spirit, ever calling, shaping us in unity. 

God of glory, God of glory, all our thanks we give to Thee, 

All our thanks we give to Thee! 

*Prayer of Dedication  Lilliana Smigiel 

Holy God, we appreciate the many blessings that you have provided 

us with. Empower us to bless others through our actions, words, 

resources so that we may support and love others just as you have 

loved us. May we use this offering to reflect you in our world. Amen. 

We Go Out to Serve 

*Hymn 372 O for a World AZMON 

http://www.smpchome.org/give


 

Congregational Meeting  Dr. Brown, Jon Myers, Rev. Odom 

*Charge and Benediction  Dr. Brown 

* Congregational Response   

Called to serve in love and justice, sent to share the hope 

 we know, we will live as Christ has taught us, shining light  

where’er we go. Go in Spirit, go in Spirit, let God’s grace  
and mercy show, let God’s grace and mercy show! 

Postlude  Postlude on "Darwall's 148th" Brenda Portman 

Worship Service Notes 

Leading Worship this Morning   

Dr. Matthew S. Brown, Pastor 

 Rev. Lindsey Odom, Associate Pastor of Youth & Missions/Outreach 

Rev. Melissa White, Parish Associate for Care & Connection 

 Zach Bowyer, Director of Music & Organist  

 Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation 

 Chancel Choir, Jubilate Choir, Exultate Ringers 

 Mark Janney, tenor 

 Ann Carney, Blythe Kinsey, piano 

 Lilliana Smigiel, Mia Smigiel, Reese Earp, liturgists 

A/V Team: Luke Estes, Chris Wilcox 

Ushers: Bob Cushman, Dan DeChant, Gena DeChant, Dean Elledge, 

Andrew Gaul, Jon Myers 

Welcome Team: Blair Choren, Brooke Choren, Marla Choren, Michael 

Choren 



The flowers in the sanctuary today are given to the Glory of God and in 

memory of Jon Sandeen by Kristin and Jeff Colson.  

We light a candle celebrating the birth of Jacob “Jake” Daniel Schardt on 
October 3.  Congratulations to Erin and Josh Schardt and big brother, Will. 

A Congregational Meeting will be held today at the close of the worship 

service for the purpose of electing officers and to act upon Dr. Matthew 

S. Brown’s request to conclude his call at South Mecklenburg 
Presbyterian Church for the purpose of his retirement from ministry. 

Matt’s retirement is effective December 1, 2025, and his last Sunday in 

worship is November 23, 2025. 

Today, we begin a sermon series highlighting The Six Great Ends of the 

Church comprised of six mission statements that define the life and work 

of the Presbyterian Church (USA). For decades, these axioms have helped 

establish the course for mission and ministry, and present basic works to 

our denomination that are the heart of who the church is and what the 

church is called to do. The Six Great Ends of the Church are: 1) The 

proclamation of the gospel for the salvation of humankind; 2) The 

shelter, nurture, and spiritual fellowship of the children of God; 3) The 

maintenance of divine worship; 4) The preservation of the truth; 5) The 

promotion of social righteousness; and 6) The exhibition of the kingdom 

of heaven to the world. 

All service music in today’s worship service is originally written by Zach 
Bowyer and set to the tune CWM RHONDDA by John Hughes.  

Welcome to South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church! If you are joining 

us in person or online, are a first-time visitor, a long-term member, or 

anything in between, we are glad that you are worshiping with us and we 

want to stay connected with you. To receive our emails, sent on Tuesday 

and Thursday mornings, contact Adrienne Jaquith, Office and Database 

Manager, adrienne@smpchome.org. Also, find us on Instagram: 

@southmeckpres and Facebook: @southmecklenburgpresbyterian. 

A note to parents: We are so delighted that you and your children are 

here! Children are an integral part of our faith community, and we strive 

to support parents during worship. Here are some helpful things to know: 

• Children are welcome in worship. We understand that means 

wiggles! 

• We provide blue worship totes in the narthex to help children engage 

in worship. Please return the totes after the service. 

• There is a nursery located in the Palmer Building with dedicated staff 

who are happy to keep your infant - three-year-old safe. 

• Children’s worship is provided for children ages 4 through 3rd grade. 
The children gather after the Church Family Moment and return after 



the sermon. During this time, they will explore the story interactively 

and engage with their peers. 

• During worship, the service is broadcast to the parlor, where there is 

more space to move around if your little one becomes restless. 

Interested in joining South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church? Our 

Session will gather to welcome new members Sunday, October 26, at 

11:30 a.m. To learn more, contact Rev. Melissa White, Parish Associate, 

melissa@smpchome.org or 704-887-7488. 

Congregational Notes (as of October 9, 2025) 

Remember in Prayer 

• The Schardt family, Erin, Josh, Will and Jake. 

• Tom Robinson as he recovers from surgery.  

• Amanda and Brad Alford and their family, as Amanda’s father, Curtis 
Price, entered the Church triumphant on October 4.  

• All those affected by conflict, displacement, and unrest around the 

world and at home.  

• Our mission partners in Bayonnais, Haiti, that God’s peace, protection 
and justice may prevail amid the crisis, chaos, and despair engulfing 

their country. 

To join the prayer chain or send a prayer request: 

prayer@SMPChome.org 

  

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE 

LICENSE, License #A-735003.  All rights reserved. 

 

 

mailto:prayer@SMPChome.org


 



 


	Remember in Prayer

