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Mecklenburg

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

A Service of Worship
Reformation Sunday

October 26, 2025
10:10 a.m., Sanctuary & Livestream

We Gather
Prelude Dance Prelude on "Duke Street" Michael Burkhardt
Welcome and Concerns of the Church Rev. Lindsey Odom

The Lord be with you. And also with you!
Moment for Mission Carla Jaynes, Katherine Martin

Introit
Come, O people, God’s great family, gathered in this holy place;
here we meet in joyful worship, here we stand in love and grace.
God receives us, God receives us, hearts renewed in hope’s
embrace, hearts renewed in hope’s embrace!

*Call to Worship Clara Guzman
One: In Christ, the God of heaven has made his home on earth.
Many: Christ dwells among us and is one with us.

One: Highest of all creation, God lives among the least.

Many: God journeys with the rejected and welcomes the weary.
One: Come now, all who thirst,

Many: and drink the water of life.

One: Come now, all who hunger,

Many: and be filled with good things.

One: Come now, all who seek,

Many: and be warmed by the fire of love.

All: Let us worship our God in praise.

*Hymn 39 Great Is Thy Faithfulness FAITHFULNESS
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Prayer of Confession (unison) Rev. Odom
Merciful and gracious God, you gather your children beneath the
shelter of your care, yet we confess that we do not always extend that
same care to others. Too often we close our hearts to those who are
different from us. We neglect the lonely, overlook the hurting, and
pass by those in need of welcome. We cling to comfort rather than
compassion, to judgment rather than understanding. Forgive us, O
Lord. Renew within us the spirit of Christ, who opens wide the doors
of your kingdom and calls us to live as one family in your love. By your
grace, make us a people who nurture faith, offer fellowship, and
create safe places for all your children. In the name of Jesus Christ, our
refuge and our Redeemer, we pray. Amen.

Assurance of God’s Grace Rev. Odom

*Response of Praise
Glory be to God, the Father, glory be to Christ, the Son,
Glory to the blazing Spirit, ever three and ever one!
God almighty, God almighty, may your work through
us be done, may your work through us be done!

We Hear and Respond to the Word

Church Family Moment Rebecca Guzman
1. The Great Ends of the Church: The second Great End

of the Church is “the shelter, nurture, and spiritual
fellowship of the children of God.” This reminds us that
the Church is a family, a place where we care for one

another, learn together, and grow in faith. God calls
us to make spaces where everyone, young and old, is safe, seen, and
supported in faith.

2. Bible Story Search: Use your Bible to look up stories about children.
You might read about baby Moses (Exodus 2), Samuel hearing God'’s
voice (1 Samuel 3), Jesus as a boy in the temple (Luke 2), or the boy
who shared his lunch (John 6). Talk about what each story teaches us
about how God loves, calls, and uses children.

3. Activity: Try using the Do You Know Scale to learn more about one

another. These questions help families share stories, listen, and build
trust. Families who talk openly about their experiences are more likely
to pass down faith and values from one generation to the next.
4. Wonder Together:
a. | wonder why Jesus wanted the children to come to him.
b. 1 wonder what it means to “shelter” someone.
c. |'wonder who helps you feel nurtured in your faith.


https://www.seattlefoundation.org/the-do-you-know-scale/

d. | wonder how we can help others feel included and cared for in
our church family.

Children’s Liturgy Rebecca Guzman
As the children four years old through third grade gather for
Children’s Worship, the congregation is invited to sing (hymn no. 399):

God of great and God of small, God of one and God of all,
God of weak and God of strong, God to whom all things belong,
Alleluia, alleluia, praise be to your name.

Congregation: God be with you there.
Children: God be with you here.

The children will return to join their families following the sermon.
Prayer for lllumination Rev. Odom

First Reading  Matthew 19:13-15; Hebrews 10:23-25 Rev. Odom
Then little children were being brought to him in order that he might lay
his hands on them and pray. The disciples spoke sternly to those who
brought them; but Jesus said, "Let the little children come to me, and do
not stop them; for it is to such as these that the kingdom of heaven
belongs." And he laid his hands on them and went on his way.

Let us hold fast to the confession of our hope without wavering, for he
who has promised is faithful. And let us consider how to provoke one
another to love and good deeds, not neglecting to meet together, as is
the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you
see the Day approaching.

Anthem Sing Community, Sing Peace Mark Hayes
Chancel Chaoir; Blythe Kinsey, piano

Sister, brother, live in harmony. Same and other, live in harmony.
Human family, in choirs for all to hear and see,
Sing community, sing peace.
Simple song, sacred call; dare to sing and live in peace, and love for all.
Against the silence, against the shouting,
dare to sing and live in peace and love for all.
With your neighbor, live in harmony. With the stranger, live in harmony.
With the refugee, in choirs for all to hear and see,
Sing community, sing peace.
For the children, live in harmony. With the frightened, live in harmony.
With the enemy, in choirs for all to hear and see,
Sing community, sing peace.

Second Reading Luke 24:28-35 Dr. Matthew S. Brown
As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead
as if he were going on. But they urged him strongly, saying, "Stay with us,
because it is almost evening and the day is now nearly over." So he went
in to stay with them. When he was at the table with them, he took bread,
blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. Then their eyes were opened,



and they recognized him; and he vanished from their sight. They said to
each other, "Were not our hearts burning within us while he was talking
to us on the road, while he was opening the scriptures to us?" That same
hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem; and they found the eleven
and their companions gathered together. They were saying, "The Lord
has risen indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!" Then they told what
had happened on the road, and how he had been made known to them
in the breaking of the bread.
This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!

Sermon Six Great Ends of the Church Dr. Brown
Il. Sheltering, nurturing, and providing fellowship for God's children

*The Affirmation of Faith (unison) The Confession of 1967: 9.36-37

Rev. Melissa White
The church gathers to praise God, to hear God’s word for Humankind,
to baptize and to join in the Lord s Supper, to pray for and present the
world to God in worship, to enjoy fellowship, to receive instruction,
strength, and comfort, to order and organize its own corporate life, to
be tested, renewed and reformed, and to speak and act in the world’s
affairs as may be appropriate to the needs of the time. The church
disperses to serve God wherever its members are at work or play, in
private or in the life of society. Their prayer and Bible study are part
of the church's worship and theological reflection. Their witness is the
church's evangelism. Their daily action in the world is the church in
mission to the world. The quality of their relation with other persons
is the measure of the church's fidelity.

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer Rev. White
... (unison) Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this
day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors,
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Offertory Encourage One Another Mark Burrows
Hosanna and Alleluia Choirs; Lilly Hall and Alec White, percussion

Encourage one another and build up each other.
Be the hands of friendship. Be the feet of action.
Be the heart of peace and hope, of kindness and care,
and love we all share. Be the ears that listen,
be the words that comfort. Be the song
that sings out strong of wonder and light,
of joy taking flight. Be the hands, be the heart,
be the song, and build up each other.

As an alternative to the traditional offering plate, you may support the ministry of
SMPC by giving online at www.smpchome.org/give or texting SMPC to 73256.



http://www.smpchome.org/give

*Doxology
Praise the Source of every blessing, praise to Christ who sets
us free, praise the Spirit, ever calling, shaping us in unity.
God of glory, God of glory, all our thanks we give to Thee,
All our thanks we give to Thee!

*Prayer of Dedication Rev. Odom

One: Gracious God, you have welcomed us all into your family and
surrounded us with your care.

Many: You shelter us in times of trouble, nurture us with your Word,
and bless us with the gift of community.

One: On this Commitment Sunday, we bring our pledges and
offerings before you with grateful hearts.

Many: Receive these gifts, O God, and use them to make your Church
a place of warmth and belonging.

One: May this be a community where all your beloved children find
safety, grow in faith, and share in true fellowship.

Many: May all who enter here know your love and be strengthened
to serve in your name.

One: Take what we offer, Lord, and bless it for your glory.

Many: Use our lives and our pledges to build your kingdom of justice,
peace, and love.

All: Through Jesus Christ our Lord, we pray. Amen.

We Go Out to Serve

*Hymn 846 Fight the Good Fight DUKE STREET
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*Charge and Benediction Dr. Brown

* Congregational Response
Called to serve in love and justice, sent to share the hope
we know, we will live as Christ has taught us, shining light

where’er we go. Go in Spirit, go in Spirit, let God’s grace
and mercy show, let God’s grace and mercy show!

Postlude

Allegretto, Andante, Allegro, Maestoso, Chorale

Fantasie on "Ein Feste Burg"

Worship Service Notes

Paul Fey



Leading Worship this Morning
Dr. Matthew S. Brown, Pastor
Rev. Lindsey Odom, Associate Pastor of Youth & Missions/Outreach
Rev. Melissa White, Parish Associate for Congregational Care &
Connection
Laura Black, Ministry Associate for Children & Music
Zach Bowyer, Director of Music & Organist
Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation
Chancel Choir, Hosanna and Alleluia Choirs
Lilly Hall and Alec White, percussion
Clara Guzman, liturgist
Acolyte: Teddy Roy, Jones Woodard
A/V Team: Mary Katheryne Zagora, Michael Zagora
Ushers: Dick Engle, Richard Franseen, Brett Thompson, Linda Thompson,
Michael Zagora
Welcome Team: Lilliana Smigiel, Maria Varela

We light a candle celebrating the birth of Rory Thomas Garvey, on
October 19. Congratulations to parents, Kaylin and Chase Garvey, big
brothers Brayden and Memphis, and grandparents Lori and Tom Schellin.

All service music in today’s worship service is originally written by Zach
Bowyer and set to the tune CWM RHONDDA by John Hughes.

Welcome to South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church! If you are joining
us in person or online, are a first-time visitor, a long-term member, or
anything in between, we are glad that you are worshiping with us and we
want to stay connected with you. To receive our emails, sent on Tuesday
and Thursday mornings, contact Adrienne Jaquith, Office and Database
Manager, adrienne@smpchome.org. Also, find us on Instagram:
@southmeckpres and Facebook: @southmecklenburgpresbyterian.

A note to parents: We are so delighted that you and your children are
here! Children are an integral part of our faith community, and we strive
to support parents during worship. Here are some helpful things to know:

e Children are welcome in worship. We understand that means
wiggles!

e We provide blue worship totes in the narthex to help children engage
in worship. Please return the totes after the service.

e Thereis a nursery located in the Palmer Building with dedicated staff
who are happy to keep your infant - three-year-old safe.

e Children’s worship is provided for children ages 4 through 3rd grade.
The children gather after the Church Family Moment and return after
the sermon. During this time, they will explore the story interactively
and engage with their peers.

e During worship, the service is broadcast to the parlor, where there is
more space to move around if your little one becomes restless.



Interested in joining South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church? Our
Session will gather to welcome new members today at 11:30 a.m. To
learn more, contact Rev. Melissa White, Parish Associate for
Congregational Care and Connection, melissa@smpchome.org or 704-
887-7488.

Congregational Notes (as of October 23, 2025)

Remember in Prayer

e Mary Beth Lakshmanan, who is currently hospitalized.

e Gwen Volker, as she begins treatment.

e All those affected by conflict, displacement, and unrest around the
world and at home.

e Qur mission partners in Bayonnais, Haiti, that God’s peace, protection
and justice may prevail amid the crisis, chaos, and despair engulfing
their country.

To join the prayer chain or send a prayer request:
prayer@SMPChome.org

Church Office Hours:
Monday — Thursday: 9:00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m.
Friday: Closed

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE
LICENSE, License #A-735003. All rights reserved.

South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church

8601 Bryant Farms Road, Charlotte, NC 28277, 704-544-0404
PO Box 79321, Charlotte, NC 28271
smpchome.org
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WELCOME!

After worship, we hope you'll join us for lemonade and cookies outside. Come meet
friends old and new! Registry pads are located in your pews. Please sign and pass to
your neighbor and perhaps introduce yourself to someone new!

2026 OPERATING FUND CAMPAIGN

It's Commitment Sunday for our 2026 Operating Fund Campaign, —
Called to Community, inspired by 1 John 4:7! The Operating Fund
Campaign is SMPC’s primary fundraising campaign and supports
all our ministries and programs--everything you love about our
church is funded by the annual Operating Fund Campaign. If you
were not able to pick up your stewardship packet at church, you ;
should have received it by mail. Make a pledge via the QR code or ~—
by returning your pledge card. Please stay and enjoy cake and

fellowship after worship in celebration of this year's Operating

Fund Campaign!
THIS WEEK'S CLASSES & EVENTS

mdav Nourish Up Food Drive Bags Available
Narthex
ucT 2 We are collecting canned and dry goods for the
. Nourish Up food pantry! Return bags by next
mm am Sunday, November 2. Monetary donations also
*7* appreciated - donate via QR code. Contact: Lindsey
Odom, lindsey@smpchome.org.

ll]l]av SMPC Youth Halloween Party and Bonfire Night

Mecklenburg Hall
UGT_ 26 We'll have a costume contest, Halloween-themed games, S'mores and
more! Bring a friend! Register on Realm. Contact: Lindsey Odom,
9:00 P.M. - lindsey@smpchome.org.

6:30 p.m.

Handiworkers Grou
tuesuay Palmer Building, Rogm 104
UGT 2 All levels of knitters, needlepointers, quilters, cross-stitchers and
- crocheters are invited. This group meets weekly to work on projects.
‘m[m a.M. Contact: Judy Jameson, jgiameson@gmail.com.

fuesday  men's Evening Study Group

Chapel 206
OGT 28 The group meets on the second and fourth Tuesdays of every
- month. New faces are always welcome! Contact: Jon Myers,
1:30 P.M. jonmyers2@gmail.com.

Conversations with Dr. Matt Brown
wednesuav McQueen Room or Zoom
UGT 2 Join us as we discuss the scripture for the coming week's sermon. All
. are welcome! Contact Matt Brown, matt@smpchome.org, for Zoom

9:30a.m. info.

Satumav American Red Cross Blood Drive

The Commons
Nuv ] There are plenty of spots open to donate blood
- or volunteer at the drive. If you are over 17 years
8:30 a.m. - old, weigh more than 110 Ibs and are generally in
12:30 0.m good health, please consider signing up! Contact:
U p.m. gy Ramsey, bill.john.ramsey@gmail.com.

Slll]llay Words of Love: A Healing Journey with the Ten Commandments

McQueen Room or Zoom
Nuv_ 2 This ten-week, thought-provoking adult study reclaims the Ten
Commandments not as a list of rules, but as a path toward healing,
900 d.M. - wholeness, and deeper love for God and neighbor. Register on Realm.
10:00a.m Contact: Melissa White, melissa@smpchome.org.



sum]av Third Thirty: “How Does God Want Us to Live Out the Final Third
of Our Lives?”
NOV 2 Mecklenburg Hall, Ages 60-90
. This study meets one Sunday a month over a light lunch following
‘"3[] a.M.- worship. All are welcome - you don't have to attend every session.
- “°  Register on Realm. Please note that the study will not meet in
1230 ﬂ.m. December. Contact: Melissa White, melissa@smpchome.org.

sum]av BAM! (Bible and Music)
Meet in the Narthex, Kindergarten-5th Grade
NUV 2 During BAM|, children sing, creatively engage with Bible stories, and
. explore various instruments in peer age groups. Pizza is served.
500 nm - Register on Realm. Contact: Rebecca Guzman,

B3DD m rebecca@smpchome.org.

Sunﬂav BYG (Big Youth Group)
Mecklenburg Hall, Middle and High Schoolers
Nnv 2 Please bring canned goods for Thanksgiving Meal Kits that we will
. put together for Smithfield Elementary on Sunday, November 16 as
5:00 D . - an intergenerational mission project. Register and sign up for items
630 Dm on Realm. Contact: Lindsey Odom, lindsey@smpchome.org.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Nourish Up Food Drive Truck Loading Day, Tuesday, November 4, 11:00 a.m.,
Meet at the steps outside the sanctuary - All are invited to help load the Nourish
Up truck with our donations! Contact: Lindsey Odom, lindsey@smpchome.org.

Making Space Mom's Group, Thursday, November 6, 7:30 p.m., Chapel 206 -
This group meets on the first and third Thursday of every month. Moms of all ages
are invited for fellowship and study. Contact: Allison Reeves,
allison.tarwater@gmail.com.

Friday Morning Men's Group, Friday, November 7, 7:30-8:30 a.m., Chapel 206
This group meets on the first and third Fridays of every month. They are beginning
a new book: Imagine Heaven by John Burke. Contact: Curt Ireland,
irelandcurtisO0@gmail.com.

SMPC Fall Campus Cleanup Day, Saturday, November 8, 8:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. -
All are invited as we spruce up the campus to prepare for Matt's retirement
celebrations and the Advent season! Contact: Collin Sinclair,
collinbsinclair@gmail.com.

Hops and Vine Around Town, Saturday, November 8, 4:00-6:00 p.m., Rea Farms
Harris Teeter - Let's meet for food and fellowship (and maybe you can get your
grocery shopping done after!) Contact: Frank Graham,
Frank.Graham@us.forvismazars.com.

After 10:10 a.m. Worship - We hope you'll join us for cake - —
to celebrate Matt's birthday! (Psst...there are birthday .
cards located near the Connection Center in the

narthex! Let's make this Matt’s best birthday yet!)

LET'S CELEBRATE PASTOR DR. MATTHEW S. BROWN'S RETIREMENT!

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 22

Parking Lot Party, 4:00-6:00 P.m.
Food trucks, outdoor games, fellowship and fun for the whole family

-.+1, Dr.Matt Brown's 65" Birthday, Sunday, November 9,
.&’é-

Live Music in the Sanctuary, 6:30 p.m.
Featuring Rowan Junction, a bluegrass band
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 23

10:10 a.m. Worship with Dr. Matt Brown

Reception in Mecklenburg Hall, 11:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
Sweet and savory bites, punch, and live music by jazz guitarist Walk Kuchinski

TRANSPORTATION MINISTRY NEEDS DAYTIME DRIVERS

Our Transportation Ministry provides rides to members who need help getting to
appointments or running errands. If you have daytime flexibility, please consider
joining this caring ministry and helping us serve one another. Contact: Tim
Maguire, magul1221@carolina.rr.com.
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