
 

A Service of Worship 

World Communion Sunday 

October 5, 2025 

10:10 a.m., Sanctuary & Livestream 

We Gather 

Prelude          Let All Things Now Living arr. Jason Krug 

Gaudete Ringers 

Welcome and Concerns of the Church Dr. Matthew S. Brown 

 The Lord be with you.  And also with you!  

Moment for Mission  Lisa Kuszmar 

Introit   

Come, O people, God’s great family, gathered in this holy place;  
here we meet in joyful worship, here we stand in love and grace.  

God receives us, God receives us, hearts renewed in hope’s  
embrace, hearts renewed in hope’s embrace! 

*Call to Worship  Dr. Brown 
One: The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it. 

Many: People will come from east and west,  

One: and from north and south,  

Many: and will eat in the kingdom of God.  

One: What shall we return to the Lord for all the good things God 

has done for us? 

Many: We will lift the cup of salvation and call on the name of the 

Lord. 

All: Thanks be to God for welcoming us all to the table.  

*Hymn 409 God Is Here! ABBOT'S LEIGH 



 

 



 

Prayer of Confession (unison)   Dr. Brown 

Redeeming Lord, we confess before you that we are habitually 

bothered  by minor  irritations that do  not  warrant the  space we  give 

them in our minds. Petty grievances, minor slights, wounded pride, 

deferred gratification, slow service, underwhelming affirmation –– 

Such annoyances when watered with resentment bloom with kudzu 

quickness, while life’s gifts and graces only muster our indifference and 

sense of entitlement. Forgive us in your mercy, O God. May your Spirit 

weed out our resentments so that gratitude may flourish in the light of 

your steadfast love, and may Christ be praised. Amen. 

Assurance of God’s Grace  Dr. Brown 

*Response of Praise   

Glory be to God, the Father, glory be to Christ, the Son, 

Glory to the blazing Spirit, ever three and ever one! 

God almighty, God almighty, may your work through  

us be done, may your work through us be done! 



We Hear and Respond to the Word 

Church Family Moment Rebecca Guzman 

1. It is World Communion Sunday, which 
means that Christians all over the world will 
be celebrating Communion today. We 
sometimes call Communion the Lord’s 
Supper. Here are some basic things that 
Presbyterians believe about the Lord’s 
Supper:   

a. It’s more than a symbol, but we don’t believe the bread 
actually becomes Jesus’ body.  

b. Jesus is mysteriously present with us.  
c. We are united with “all the saints of every time and place,” or 

all Christians who are alive and the ones who are no longer 
with us.  

d. It fills us up with what we need to go out and serve in the 
world!  

e. Everyone is welcome at the table, regardless of age or faith 
background.  

2. Print and color this reflective coloring page. Coloring can be a 
spiritual practice. As you color, think and pray about what 
Communion means to you and what it means to be part of a 
worldwide family of people who follow Jesus.  

3. Listen to a readaloud of the book We Gather at This Table. What 
did you learn about Communion today?  

4. Journal, considering the following:   
a. Have you seen people take food, give thanks to God for the 

food, and share it with others? Share about your experience.  
b. Who makes the food you eat most days?  
c. Have you seen someone who was hungry? What was it like?  
d. When did you use something God gave you to help somebody 

else?  
e. Have you thought about how your food grows or gets made 

and comes to your table?  
Children’s Liturgy Rebecca Guzman 

As the children four years old through third grade gather for 

Children’s Worship, the congregation is invited to sing (hymn no. 399): 

God of great and God of small, God of one and God of all, 

God of weak and God of strong, God to whom all things belong, 

Alleluia, alleluia, praise be to your name. 

Congregation: God be with you there. 

Children:   God be with you here. 
The children will return to join their families following the sermon. 

Prayer for Illumination  Dr. Brown 

First Reading Lamentations 3:19-26 Dr. Brown 

https://flamecreativekids.blogspot.com/2015/02/holy-communion-reflective-colouring.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iD5asdzRGyc


The thought of my affliction and my homelessness is wormwood and gall! 
My soul continually thinks of it and is bowed down within me. But this I 
call to mind, and therefore I have hope: The steadfast love of the Lord 
never ceases, his mercies never come to an end; they are new every 
morning; great is your faithfulness. "The Lord is my portion," says my 
soul, "therefore I will hope in him." The Lord is good to those who wait 
for him, to the soul that seeks him. It is good that one should wait quietly 
for the salvation of the Lord.  

Anthem  Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ arr. Robert Hobby 

Chancel Choir; Charles Smith, steel drum; William Rose, congas; Jordan 

Booker, claves; Laura Black, maracas; Gayle Ireland, tambourine 

Let us talents and tongues employ, reaching out with a shout of joy: 

bread is broken; the wine is poured; Christ is spoken and seen and heard. 

Jesus lives again; earth can breathe again; pass the Word around: loaves 

abound! Christ is able to make us one; at the table he sets the tone, 

teaching people to live to bless, love in word and in deed express. 

Jesus calls us in, sends us out, bearing fruit in a world of doubt, 

gives us love to tell, bread to share: God (Immanuel) everywhere!  

Second Reading Luke 17:5-10 Rev. Lindsey Odom 

The apostles said to the Lord, "Increase our faith!" The Lord replied, "If 

you had faith the size of a mustard seed, you could say to this mulberry 

tree, "Be uprooted and planted in the sea,' and it would obey you. "Who 

among you would say to your slave who has just come in from plowing 

or tending sheep in the field, "Come here at once and take your place at 

the table'? Would you not rather say to him, "Prepare supper for me, put 

on your apron and serve me while I eat and drink; later you may eat and 

drink'? Do you thank the slave for doing what was commanded? So you 

also, when you have done all that you were ordered to do, say, "We are 

worthless slaves; we have done only what we ought to have done!' " 

 This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God! 

Sermon Faith Feeds the Journey Rev. Odom 

*The Affirmation of Faith (unison) Belhar Confession 

  Dr. Brown 

We believe in one holy, universal Christian church, the unity of the 

communion of saints of the entire human family. And we believe that 

that this unity of the people of God must be manifest and active, in that 

we love one another; that we give ourselves willingly and joyfully to 

one another, that we are share one baptism together, that we eat of 

one bread and drink of one cup together, that we confess one name, 

one Lord, for one cause, with one hope, which is the height and the 

breadth and the depth and the love of Christ, forever and ever. Amen. 

Offertory Think of Me and Remember Joel Raney 

Lori Schellin, soprano; Collin Sinclair, tenor 



As an alternative to the traditional offering plate, you may support the ministry of 
SMPC by giving online at www.smpchome.org/give or texting SMPC to 73256. 

*Doxology   

Praise the Source of every blessing, praise to Christ who sets 

 us free, praise the Spirit, ever calling, shaping us in unity. 

God of glory, God of glory, all our thanks we give to Thee, 

All our thanks we give to Thee! 

Celebration of the Lord’s Supper 

Invitation to the Table  Dr. Brown 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and the Lord’s Prayer Rev. Odom 

One: The Lord be with you.  

Many: And also with you. 

One: Lift up your hearts.   

Many: We lift them to the Lord. 

One:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

Many: It is right to give our thanks and praise. (Pastor’s prayer) 

. . . (unison) Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this 

day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is 

the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

The Words of Institution Rev. Odom, Dr. Brown 

The Bread and the Cup  
You are invited to come forward (see diagram) to receive the elements of 

communion by intinction.  When receiving the elements by intinction, you are 

invited to take a piece of bread, dip it into the cup, and return to your seat. If 

you are not able to come forward, you will be served at your seat. Servers with 

gluten-free elements are located at the back of the sanctuary. 

Communion of the People  

The Prayer after Communion  Dr. Brown 

We Go Out to Serve 

*Hymn 529 Draw Us in the Spirit's Tether UNION SEMINARY 

http://www.smpchome.org/give


 

 

*Charge and Benediction  Rev. Odom 

*Congregational Response   

Called to serve in love and justice, sent to share the hope 
 we know, we will live as Christ has taught us, shining light  

where’er we go. Go in Spirit, go in Spirit, let God’s grace  
and mercy show, let God’s grace and mercy show! 

Postlude Mfurahini, Haleluya Tanzanian, arr. Kerr 

Worship Service Notes 
Leading Worship this Morning   

Dr. Matthew S. Brown, Pastor 

Rev. Lindsey Odom, Associate Pastor of Youth & Missions/Outreach 

 Zach Bowyer, Director of Music & Organist  

 Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation 

 Chancel Choir 

 Gaudete Ringers; Helen Castle, Gayle Ireland, co-directors 

 Charles Smith, steel drum 

 Laura Black, Jordan Booker, Gayle Ireland, William Rose, percussion 

 Lori Schellin, soprano; Collin Sinclair, tenor 

A/V Team: Kari Case, Xander Case 

Ushers: Andrew Brown, Mary Elledge, Frank Graham, Curtis Guy, Judy 

Jones, Bob Williamson  



Welcome Team: Nancy Maguire, Tim Maguire, Eamon Palmer, Jim 

Palmer, Kristina Palmer, Sacha Palmer, Skye Palmer, Taika Palmer, Amy 

Zagora, Jake Zagora 

We light a candle celebrating the birth of Wesley “Wes” Graham Biehl on 

September 29.  Congratulations to Megan and Matt Biehl and big 

brother, Hayes.  

A Congregational Meeting will be held on Sunday, October 12, at the 

close of the 10:10 a.m. worship service for the purpose of electing 

officers and to act upon Dr. Matthew S. Brown’s request to conclude his 

call at South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church for the purpose of his 

retirement from ministry. Matt’s retirement is effective December 1, 

2025, and his last Sunday in worship is November 23, 2025. 

All service music in today’s worship service is originally written by Zach 

Bowyer and set to the tune CWM RHONDDA by John Hughes 

Welcome to South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church! If you are joining 

us in person or online, are a first-time visitor, a long-term member, or 

anything in between, we are glad that you are worshiping with us and we 

want to stay connected with you. To receive our emails, sent on Tuesday 

and Thursday mornings, contact Adrienne Jaquith, Office and Database 

Manager, adrienne@smpchome.org. Also, find us on Instagram: 

@southmeckpres and Facebook: @southmecklenburgpresbyterian. 

Interested in joining South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church? Our 

Session will gather to welcome new members Sunday, October 26, at 

11:30 a.m. To learn more, contact Rev. Melissa White, Parish Associate, 

melissa@smpchome.org or 704-887-7488. 

Congregational Notes (as of September October 2, 2025) 

Remember in Prayer 

• David Nichols, as he recovers from a hospitalization. 

• Debi Wheeler, as she recovers from surgery. 

• Phil Eatherton as he recovers from a hospitalization.  

• Diane Rosene as she recovers from surgery. 

• All those affected by conflict, displacement, and unrest around the 

world and at home.  

• Our mission partners in Bayonnais, Haiti, that God’s peace, 

protection and justice may prevail amid the crisis, chaos, and 

despair engulfing their country. 

To join the prayer chain or send a prayer request:  

prayer@SMPChome.org 

  

 

mailto:prayer@SMPChome.org


 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE 

LICENSE, License #A-735003.  All rights reserved. 
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