
 

A Service of Worship 

First Sunday of Advent 

November 30, 2025 

10:10 a.m., Sanctuary & Livestream 

We Gather 
*Please rise in body or in spirit. 

Prelude  Awake, Awake and Greet the New Morn arr. David Cherwien 

Welcome and Concerns of the Church Rev. Lindsey Odom 

 The Lord be with you.  And also with you!  

Introit While We Are Waiting, Come WAITING (CASON) 

While we are waiting, come; while we are waiting, come. 

Jesus, our Lord, Emmanuel, while we are waiting, come. 

*Call to Worship   

Lighting of the Advent Candle – HOPE 

Kathy Galati; Allison, Brooks and Nolan King 

One: We draw near to the God who waits with grace, filling us with 

hope in every season. Let us pray together: 

All: Hopeful God, even though our flames may falter, your light 

has come to us through Christ. Renew us in a spirit of hope, 

for God-is-with-us—Emmanuel is near. Amen. 

*Hymn 97 Watchman, Tell Us of the Night ABERYSTWYTH 



 

 

Prayer of Confession (unison)  Rev. Melissa White 

God of light and life, you call us to turn away from behaviors and 

attitudes that belong to the darkness, and to lead honest and 

transparent lives as those who live in the light of your love. We confess 

that we often give in to our darker thoughts and desires and act in 

ways that do not bring honor to your name. In your mercy, God, 

cleanse our hearts and minds of all that hinders us from loving you 

and loving our neighbor. Let our lives radiate faith that is alive with 

compassion as we watch and wait for your advent into our world with 

the birth of our Savior. Amen. 

Assurance of God’s Grace  Rev. White 



*Response of Praise  No. 113 

 Angels we have heard on high, sweetly singing o’er the plains, 
and the mountains in reply, echoing their joyous strains. 

Gloria in excelsis Deo; Gloria in excelsis Deo.  

We Hear and Respond to the Word 

Church Family Moment  Rebecca Guzman 

1. Advent Begins — Hope! Today is the first Sunday of 

Advent! During Advent, we get ready for Jesus, the 

Light of the World. Watch this short video about 

Advent. You can also light a virtual Advent wreath 

here. This week we light the candle of Hope, because 

God’s promises bring light to the world. 
2. Advent Craft — Stars of Hope: Stars help us look for signs of Jesus. 

Make a star to hang in your house as a reminder to watch for God’s 
light around you! You can try a paper star, or make one from pipe 

cleaners, beads, popsicle sticks, or just draw and decorate one 

however you like. 

3. Story Connection — Waiting with Eyes Open: Listen to Waiting by 

Kevin Henkes. The characters are waiting and watching, just like us in 

Advent! Paul tells us in Romans 13 to “wake up” and pay attention to 
how Jesus is already working in the world. While we wait for 

Christmas, we can also look around and notice love, kindness, and 

hope happening right now. 

4. Wonder Together:  

a. I wonder what it feels like to wait for something exciting. 

b. I wonder what it means to “wake up” to God’s love. 

c. I wonder how your star can remind you to look for Jesus every day. 

Children’s Liturgy Rebecca Guzman 

As the children four years old through third grade gather for Children’s 
Worship, the congregation is invited to sing (hymn no. 114 stanza 3): 

Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask thee to stay 

close by me forever and love me, I pray. 

Bless all the dear children in thy tender care, 

and fit us for heaven to live with thee there. 

Congregation: God be with you there. 

Children:   God be with you here. 

The children will return to join their families following the sermon. 

Prayer for Illumination  Rev. White 

First Reading Isaiah 2:1-5 Rev. White 

https://bustedhalo.com/video/watch-advent-two-minutes
:%20https:/www.slideshare.net/slideshow/a-virtual-advent-wreath-with-candles/250570731
https://www.youtube.com/shorts/Y0t4mUr5vFI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JOkH1bitpUY


The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 

In days to come the mountain of the Lord's house shall be established as 

the highest of the mountains, and shall be raised above the hills; all the 

nations shall stream to it. Many peoples shall come and say, "Come, let 

us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob; 

that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths." For 

out of Zion shall go forth instruction, and the word of the Lord from 

Jerusalem.4 He shall judge between the nations, and shall arbitrate for 

many peoples; they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their 

spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 

neither shall they learn war any more. O house of Jacob, come, let us walk 

in the light of the Lord! 

Anthem  Choral Fantasy on "Creator of the Stars of Night" Michael Larkin 

Chancel Choir; Ann Carney, piano  

Creator of the stars of night, your people's everlasting light, 

O Christ, Redeemer of us all, we pray you hear us when we call. 

When this old world drew on toward night, you came;  

but not in splendor bright, not as a monarch,  

but the child of Mary, blessed mother mild. 

Come in your holy might, we pray, redeem us for eternal day; 

All things on earth with one accord, like those in Heaven shall call you Lord. 

Of the Father's love begotten ere the worlds began to be, 

He is Alpha and Omega, evermore and evermore. 

Second Reading Romans 13:8-14 Rev. Odom 

Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one who loves 

another has fulfilled the law. The commandments, "You shall not commit 

adultery; You shall not murder; You shall not steal; You shall not covet"; 

and any other commandment, are summed up in this word, "Love your 

neighbor as yourself." Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love 

is the fulfilling of the law. Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is 

now the moment for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to 

us now than when we became believers; the night is far gone, the day is 

near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of 

light; let us live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, 

not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. 

Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, 

to gratify its desires.  

This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God! 

Sermon Love Is Our Calling: The Time Is Now Rev. Odom 

*The Affirmation of Faith (unison)  A Brief Statement of Faith 

  Rev. Melissa White 

In life and in death we belong to God. Through the grace of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, 

we trust in the one triune God, the Holy One of Israel, whom alone we 



worship and serve. We trust in Jesus Christ, fully human, fully God. 

Jesus proclaimed the reign of God: preaching good news to the poor 

and release to the captives, teaching by word and deed and blessing 

the children, healing the sick and binding up the brokenhearted, 

eating with outcasts, forgiving sinners, and calling all to repent and 

believe the gospel. Unjustly condemned for blasphemy and sedition, 

Jesus was crucified, suffering the depths of human pain and giving his 

life for the sins of the world. God raised this Jesus from the dead, 

vindicating his sinless life, breaking the power of sin and evil, 

delivering us from death to life eternal. With believers in every time 

and place, we rejoice that nothing in life or in death can separate us 

from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen. 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer Rev. White 

. . . (unison) Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this 

day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors, 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 

the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

Offertory Lo, How a Rose E'er Blooming arr. Patrick Liebergen 

Laura Black, soprano 

As an alternative to the traditional offering plate, you may support the ministry of 

SMPC by giving online at www.smpchome.org/give or texting SMPC to 73256. 

*Doxology  R. G. Huff 

Praise to God, the One who made us.  

Praise to Christ, the soon-born Son. 

Praise the Spirit, ever with us. Praise the Godhead, Three in One. 

Clear a path! Prepare the way! Advent leads to Christmas Day! 

*Prayer of Dedication  Braxton Kasmer 

Gracious and sovereign God, you are the source of our hope and the 

giver of every good gift. Receive what we offer, and by your Spirit, use 

these gifts, and use us, for the work of your Kingdom. Strengthen us 

to bear faithful witness to the hope we have in Christ. In his holy name 

we pray. Amen. 

We Go Out to Serve 

*Hymn 107 Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn REJOICE, REJOICE 

http://www.smpchome.org/give


 

*Charge and Benediction  Rev. Odom 

*Benediction Response  R. G. Huff  

Go, all ye faithful! All who know the Savior. 

Carry the message far beyond these walls. 

Hold forth the Christ-light. Conquer every darkness. 

Go forth, O Church of Jesus! Proclaim the One who frees us! 

Speak peace! Reach out in mercy, in kindness, and love. 

Postlude  Praise Ye the Lord of Hosts arr. Albin C. Whitworth 

Worship Service Notes 

Leading Worship this Morning   

Rev. Lindsey Odom, Associate Pastor of Youth & Missions/Outreach 

Rev. Melissa White, Parish Associate for Congregational Care & 

Connection 



 Zach Bowyer, Director of Music & Organist  

 Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation 

Chancel Choir 

Ann Carney, piano 

Laura Black, soprano 

 Braxton Kasmer, liturgist 

A/V Team: Mary Katheryne Zagora, Michael Zagora 

Ushers: Mitchell Davis, Richard Franseen, Craig Parrish, Brett Thompson, 

Linda Thompson, Jim Williams 

Welcome Team: Bergen Kasmer, Braxton Kasmer, Donna Podgorny, Bob 

Williamson  

The Advent Candle Lighting Liturgy is adapted from Wait for the Lord, an 

Advent Candle Liturgy written by Dr. Montisa Anntoinette Watkins and 

Rev. Shavon Starling-Lewis.  

Welcome to South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church! If you are joining 

us in person or online, are a first-time visitor, a long-term member, or 

anything in between, we are glad that you are worshiping with us and we 

want to stay connected with you. To receive our emails, sent on Tuesday 

and Thursday mornings, contact Adrienne Jaquith, Office and Database 

Manager, adrienne@smpchome.org. Also, find us on Instagram: 

@southmeckpres and Facebook: @southmecklenburgpresbyterian. 

Interested in joining South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church? Our 

Session will gather to welcome new members Sunday, December 7, at 

11:30 a.m. To learn more, contact Rev. Melissa White, Parish Associate 

for Congregational Care and Connection, melissa@smpchome.org or 

704-887-7488. 

Congregational Notes (as of November 25, 2025) 

Remember in Prayer 

• All those affected by conflict, displacement, and unrest around the 

world and at home.  

• Our mission partners in Bayonnais, Haiti, that God’s peace, protection 
and justice may prevail amid the crisis, chaos, and despair engulfing 

their country. 

To join the prayer chain or send a prayer request: 

prayer@SMPChome.org 

Church Office Hours:   

Monday – Thursday: 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.  

Friday: Closed 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE 

LICENSE, License #A-735003.  All rights reserved.

mailto:prayer@SMPChome.org
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