"' South
Mecklenburg

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
A Service of Worship
22" Sunday after Pentecost
November 9, 2025
10:10 a.m., Sanctuary & Livestream

We Gather
Prelude Meditation on "Picardy" Robert Swift
Welcome and Concerns of the Church Dr. Matthew S. Brown

The Lord be with you. And also with you!
Moment for Mission David Gaines

Introit Amazing Grace arr. Bragi Valsson
Jordan Booker, saxophone

*Call to Worship Harper Leigh Woodard
One:  Our helpisinthe name of the Lord, who made heaven and earth.
Many: Show us your truth, O Lord, and teach us your ways.

One: God’s Word is faithful and sure. God’s promises stand forever.
Many: The Lord is our guide and our salvation.

One:  Jesus Christ is the truth who sets us free.

All: Let us worship God in spirit and in truth.

*Hymn 274:  You, Lord, Are Both Lamb and Shepherd PICARDY
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1 You, Lord, are both Lamb and Shep-herd. You, Lord, are both
2 Clothed in light up - on  the moun-tain, stripped of might up -
3 You, who walk each day be - side wus, sit  in  pow - er
4 Wor - thy is our earth - ly Je - sus!  Wor-thy is our
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prince and  slave.  You, peace-mak - er and  sword-bring - er

on the cross, shin - ing  in e - ter - nal glo - ry,
at God’s side. You, who preach a way that's  nar - row,
cos - mic Christt Wor - thy your de - feat and vic - tory;
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of the way you took and gave. You, the ev - er- last - ing
beg - gared by a sol - dier’s toss, you, the ev - er - last - ing
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in - stant; vou, whom we both scorn and crave.
in - stant; you who are both gift and cost.
in - stant; vou, who are our pil - grim guide.
in - stant; vou, who are our death and life.
Prayer of Confession (unison) Rev. Lindsey Odom

Almighty God, you are the way, the truth, and the life, and in you,
there is no falsehood. Yet we confess that we do not always walk in
your ways. You see us as we are and know our innermost thoughts.
You know the ways we have fallen short — the work we have left
undone, the mercy we have left ungiven, the love we have left
unshared, and the peace we have left unmade. You know the
arrogance, pride, and fear that lead us away from your truth. Forgive
us, O God. Turn our hearts again to your Word made flesh, Jesus
Christ, the way, the truth, and the life. Help us to see who we might
become by your grace. Transform us by your Spirit, that we may love
what is true, speak what is right, and walk in your ways of justice and
peace. Amen.

Assurance of God’s Grace Rev. Odom

*Response of Praise No. 582, stanza 1
Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me,
and to the Son, whose grace has pardoned me,



and to the Spirit, whose love has set me free.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen.

We Hear and Respond to the Word

Church Family Moment Rebecca Guzman

1. The Great Ends of the Church: This week we focus on
the fourth Great End of the Church: “the preservation
of the truth.” Jesus tells Pilate, “Everyone who (
belongs to the truth listens to my voice” (John 18:37).

We remember that truth is not just something we
know, it's something we live. In worship and in daily life, we listen for
God’s voice and follow it. Psalm 25 reminds us to ask God to lead us
in truth and teach us the right way to go.

2. Story Connection: Read Seven Blind Mice by Ed Young or watch this
read-aloud version. In this story, a group of mice discover something
new near their pond. Each mouse investigates only part of it and
guesses what it might be. Not until the last mouse looks at the whole
thing do they realize it’s an elephant! As Elizabeth Boulware-Landes
explains, Pilate tries to understand who Jesus is by asking questions,
but he can only see one part of the truth. To fully know who Jesus is,
we need to look from many angles—and trust that God helps us see
the whole picture. (Source: Cece Storypath)

3. Game: Play a fun online Bible trivia game together! Go to Bible Quiz
Pro — True or False. See how many questions your family can answer
correctly and talk about which ones helped you learn something new
about God’s story.

4. Wonder Together:

a. | wonder how we can listen for God’s truth.

®

b. | wonder why Jesus said he came to tell the truth.

c. | wonder what it means to see the whole picture of who Jesus
is.

d. lwonder how we can help others find what is true.

Sacrament of Baptism
Jones Hickman Bunn Woodard
Daughter of Geena and Michael Woodard, sister of Harper Leigh and Rue

Representing the Session: Caroline Guy
Representing the Children: Harper Leigh and Rue Woodard

Baptismal Response No. 482, stanza 3
Baptized in water, sealed by the Spirit,
marked with the sign of Christ our King;
born of the Spirit, we are God's children;
joyfully now God's praises we sing.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N3qvq91W25o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N3qvq91W25o
https://cecestorypath.wordpress.com/2024/09/15/lectionary-links-sunday-november-22-2015/
https://biblequizpro.com/quiz/true-or-false/
https://biblequizpro.com/quiz/true-or-false/

The children will return to join their families following the sermon.
Prayer for lllumination Rev. Odom

First Reading Psalm 25:4-5 Rev. Odom
Make me to know your ways, O Lord; teach me your paths. Lead me in
your truth, and teach me, for you are the God of my salvation; for you |
wait all day long.

Anthem Christ the Center Andrew Bruhn
Chancel Choir

Christ the center, Christ the circle, faith the trusting in the storm;
Christ the center, Christ the circle, faith will save us from all harm.
Oh, the wonder of the circle, grace and mercy, peace abound.
Christ will draw us in a circle and with grace our faith surround.
Oh, the wonder of the circle, messianic rose of peace,
Christ the blossom in the center: Peace, be still! Our faith increase!
Christ the radius of living, Christ the middle, Christ around:
God, awaken our forgiving, that the life of Christ abound.
Christ the center, Christ the circle, faith will hold us when we fall;
Christ the center, Christ the circle, faith the gift and faith the call.
Amen!

Second Reading John 18:33-38 Dr. Brown
Then Pilate entered the headquarters again, summoned Jesus, and
asked him, "Are you the King of the Jews?" Jesus answered, "Do you ask
this on your own, or did others tell you about me?" Pilate replied, "l am
not a Jew, am I? Your own nation and the chief priests have handed you
over to me. What have you done?" Jesus answered, "My kingdom is not
from this world. If my kingdom were from this world, my followers
would be fighting to keep me from being handed over to the Jews. But
as it is, my kingdom is not from here." Pilate asked him, "So you are a
king?" Jesus answered, "You say that | am a king. For this | was born,
and for this | came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who
belongs to the truth listens to my voice." Pilate asked him, "What is
truth?" After he had said this, he went out to the Jews again and told
them, "l find no case against him.
This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!

Sermon Six Great Ends of the Church Dr. Brown
IV. The preservation of the truth

*The Affirmation of Faith (unison) A Declaration of Faith, Ch. 6.2

Rev. Melissa White
Jesus Christ is the living Word of God. The Word which was with God
from the beginning was embodies in Jesus Christ. We hold that what
God says to us and does for us centers in Jesus Christ our living Lord
as he is remembered, known, and expected. In Christ God's Word of
acceptance takes flesh: by grace through faith we are set right with



God, adopted as children of God, not because of anything we have
done, but because of what Christ has done. In Christ God's Word of
demand is lived out: to love God and neighbor as he did is what God
requires of us. The Spirit adds no different Word from God, but leads
us deeper into the truth of God uttered in Jesus Christ.

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer Rev. White
... (unison) Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this
day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors,
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Offertory His Eye Is on the Sparrow arr. Jack Schrader

As an alternative to the traditional offering plate, you may support the ministry of
SMPC by giving online at www.smpchome.org/give or texting SMPC to 73256.

*Doxology No. 606
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him,
all creatures here below; praise him above ye heavenly host;
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*Prayer of Dedication Rue Woodard
Loving God, thank you for every good gift you give us. Use these gifts
to share your truth and love in the world. Bless what we offer today,
so others may know your goodness and grace through Jesus Christ.
Amen.

We Go Out to Serve

*Hymn 451 Open My Eyes That | May See OPEN MY EYES


http://www.smpchome.org/give
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1 O-pen my evyes, that
2 O-penmy ears, that

I may see glimps-es of truth thou hast for me.
I may hear voic- es of truth thou send-est clear.

3 O-pen my mouth, and let me bear glad-ly the warm truth ev-ery-where.
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set me free. Si-lent-ly now I wait for thee, read-y, my God, thy
dis - ap-pear. Si-lent-ly now I wait for thee, read-y, my God, thy
thus to share. Si-lent-ly now 1 wait for thee, read-y, my God, thy
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will to see. O-pen my eyes; il - lu-mine me, Spir - it di-vine!
will to see. O-pen my ears; il - lu-mine me, Spir - it di-vine!
will to see. O-pen my heart; il - lu- mine me, Spir - it di-vine!
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*Charge and Benediction

*Congregational Response
Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place,

I can feel his mighty power and his grace.

T

Dr. Brown

I can hear the brush of angels’ wings, | see glory on each face.
Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place.

Postlude

Grand Choeur in d-Minor

Worship Service Notes

Leading Worship this Morning

Dr. Matthew S.

Brown, Pastor

Paul Fey



Rev. Lindsey Odom, Associate Pastor of Youth & Missions/Outreach
Rev. Melissa White, Parish Associate for Congregational Care &
Connection
Zach Bowyer, Director of Music & Organist
Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation
Chancel Choir
Jordan Booker, saxophone
Harper Leigh Woodard, Rue Woodard, liturgists
A/V Team: Brad Alford, Luke Estes
Ushers: Dan DeChant, Gena DeChant, Andrew Gaul, Frank Graham,
Elizabeth Rose, Carol Watkins
Welcome Team: Alayna Calderwood, Jennifer Calderwood, Sean
Calderwood, Jack Hess

The flowers in the sanctuary today are given to the Glory of God and in
memory of Ed Slezycki by his loving wife, Sue Slezycki.

Today, we continue a sermon series highlighting The Six Great Ends of
the Church comprised of six mission statements that define the life and
work of the Presbyterian Church (USA). For decades, these axioms have
helped establish the course for mission and ministry, and present basic
works to our denomination that are the heart of who the church is and
what the church is called to do. The Six Great Ends of the Church
are: 1) The proclamation of the gospel for the salvation of humankind; 2)
The shelter, nurture, and spiritual fellowship of the children of God; 3)
The maintenance of divine worship; 4) The preservation of the truth; 5)
The promotion of social righteousness; and 6) The exhibition of the
kingdom of heaven to the world.

Welcome to South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church! If you are joining
us in person or online, are a first-time visitor, a long-term member, or
anything in between, we are glad that you are worshiping with us and we
want to stay connected with you. To receive our emails, sent on Tuesday
and Thursday mornings, contact Adrienne Jaquith, Office and Database
Manager, adrienne@smpchome.org. Also, find us on Instagram:
@southmeckpres and Facebook: @southmecklenburgpresbyterian.

Interested in joining South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church? Our
Session will gather to welcome new members Sunday, December 7, at
11:30 a.m. To learn more, contact Rev. Melissa White, Parish Associate
for Congregational Care and Connection, melissa@smpchome.org or
704-887-7488.

Congregational Notes (as of November 6, 2025)

Remember in Prayer
e John Sandeen, as he recovers in the hospital after a fall.
e Bob Tyler as he recovers from surgery.



e All those affected by conflict, displacement, and unrest around the
world and at home.

e Our mission partners in Bayonnais, Haiti, that God’s peace, protection
and justice may prevail amid the crisis, chaos, and despair engulfing
their country.

To join the prayer chain or send a prayer request:

prayer@SMPChome.org

Church Office Hours:
Monday — Thursday: 9:00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m.
Friday: Closed

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE
LICENSE, License #A-735003. All rights reserved.

South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church

8601 Bryant Farms Road, Charlotte, NC 28277, 704-544-0404
PO Box 79321, Charlotte, NC 28271
smpchome.org
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SMPC WEEKLY NOVEMBER 9, 2025

WELCOME AND HAPPY 65TH BIRTHDAY,
DR. MATT BROWN!

After worship, we hope you'll join us for lemonade and cookies outside. Come meet
friends old and new! Registry pads are located in your pews. Please sign and pass to
your neighbor and perhaps introduce yourself to someone new!

2026 OPERATING FUND CAMPAIGN

On October 26, we celebrated Commitment Sunday for our 2026
Operating Fund Campaign, Called to Community. Thank you to
the 224 families who have made a financial commitment to
support our programs and ministries for 2026. Our goal is for 300
families to support this campaign. Your support in this
transitional year is especially meaningful! If you've never made a
pledge before, please prayerfully consider responding this year—
a pledge in any amount makes a difference! Pledges are not legally binding, and
you can stop or edit your pledge at any time. You can support the campaign by
pledging online via the QR code or by contacting Mary Katheryne Zagora,
mkzagora@smpchome.org.

THIS WEEK'S CLASSES & EVENTS
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tudav Dr. Matt Brown’s 65™ Birthday o\ )
After 10:10 a.m. Worship e
N nv We hope you'll join us for cake to celebrate Matt's .
. birthday today! (Psst...there are birthday cards \ A
located near the Connection Center in the narthex! ‘\\

Let's make this Matt's best birthday yet!)

mﬂav SMPC Youth PJ and Pancake Night
Mecklenburg Hall, Middle and High Schoolers
Nuv Wear your pajamas and enjoy fellowship and delicious pancakes.
. Bring a friend! Register on Realm. Contact: Lindsey Odom,

5:00 p.m.- lindsey@smpchome.org.

6:30 p.m.

Handiworkers Group
tuesuav Palmer Building, Room 104

Nnv 11 All levels of knitters, needlepointers, quilters, cross-stitchers and
= crocheters are invited. This group meets weekly to work on projects.
10:00 a.m. Contact: Judy Jameson, jgjameson@gmail.com.

tuesnav A Caregiver’'s Journey

McQueen Room
Nuv 11 Finding meaning and purpose as you care for a loved one with
- Alzheimer's or dementia. Contact: Kathy Garner,
1:00 P.M. - kathygarner15@gmail.com.

2:30 p.m.

fuesday  men's Evening study Group

Chapel 206
NUV_ rl This group meets on the second and fourth Tuesdays of every month.
730 p m All are welcome. Contact: Jon Myers, jonmyers2@gmail.com.

Conversations with Dr. Matt Brown - MATT’S LAST BIBLE STUDY!
weu"esuav McQueen Room or Zoom
NUV 12 Join us as we discuss the scripture for the coming week’s sermon. All
. are welcome! Contact Matt Brown, matt@smpchome.org, for Zoom

9:30a.m. info.
mu[sdav Shelter Ministry

Mecklenburg Hall
NUV ] This group meets on the second Thursday of every month to fill
. empty prescription vials with body wash for our neighbors at Roof
90[] a.m Above. All are welcome. Contact: Carol Morgan,
" morgamorgancc43@aol.com.




thursday men's Breakfast Group

Big View Diner, 6637 Lancaster Hwy

NUV_ 13 This group meets on the second and fourth Thursdays each month to
enjoy breakfast and conversation. Contact: Bob Tyler,

730 Dm Btyler@unitedskates.com.

Sunﬂav Words of Love: A Healing Journey with the Ten Commandments

McQueen Room or Zoom
NUV_ 16 This ten-week, thought-provoking adult study reclaims the Ten
Commandments not as a list of rules, but as a path toward healing,

900 d.M. - wholeness, and deeper love for God and neighbor. Register on Realm.
1000 am Contact: Melissa White, melissa@smpchome.org.

Sundav All Church Serves - Thanksgiving Meal Kits
for Smithfield Elementary
NUV_ 16 Mecklenburg Hall, All Ages
Help us pack Thanksgiving meal kits for families
500 D.m. = in need at Smithfield Elementary. Register and
630 D m find a link to donate items on Realm or via QR

code. Contact: Lindsey Odom,
lindsey@smpchome.org.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Making Space Mom'’s Group, Thursday November 20, 7:30 p.m.,

Chapel 206 - This group meets on the first and third Thursday of every month.
Moms of all ages are invited for fellowship and study. Contact: Allison Reeves,
allison.tarwater@gmail.com.

Friday Morning Men'’s Group, Friday, November 21, 7:30-8:30 a.m., Chapel 206 -
This group meets on the first and third Fridays of every month. They are reading
Imagine Heaven by John Burke. Contact: Curt Ireland, irelandcurtisO0O@gmail.com.

LET'S CELEBRATE PASTOR DR. MATTHEW S. BROWN'S RETIREMENT!

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 22

Parking Lot Party, 4:00-6:00 r.m.
Food trucks, outdoor games, fellowship and fun for the whole family

Live Music in the Sanctuary, 6:30 p.m.
Featuring Rowan Junction, a bluegrass band

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 23
10:10 a.m. Worship with Dr. Matt Brown

Reception in Mecklenburg Hall, 11:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
Sweet and savory bites, punch, and live music by jazz guitarist Walk Kuchinski

BAM! (Bible and Music), Sunday, November 23, 5:00-6:30 p.m., Meet in the
Narthex, Kindergarten-5th Grade - During BAM!, children sing, creatively engage
with Bible stories, and explore various instruments in peer age groups. Pizza is
served. Register on Realm. Contact: Rebecca Guzman, rebecca@smpchome.org.

SMPC Lunch Bunch, Tuesday, December 2, 11:45 a.m.,
Burton'’s Grill, Blakeney, 9816 Rea Rd, Charlotte, 28277 - SMPC
Lunch Bunch is an informal group that meets four times a year
for lunch and fellowship. Join us for a time of great fellowship and
food. All are welcome—invite a friend. RSVP by Sunday,
November 30 via Realm/ QR code or to Anita Schult,
coachanita2001@yahoo.com

ADVENT SAVE THE DATES!

Bell Ringing for Salvation Army - Belk, SouthPark Mall, Saturdays, Nov. 29, Dec. 6,
13 & 20. Slots open 10:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.

Angel Tree Tags Available - Sunday, Nov. 30. Gifts due Sunday, Dec. 14.

“Calling All Angels” Adult Study - Begins Sunday, Nov. 30, 9:00-10:00 a.m. OR
Monday, Dec. 1, 10:00-11:00 a.m., McQueen Room or Zoom

Women'’s Advent Tea - Saturday, Dec. 6, 10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m., Mecklenburg Hall
Festival of Carols - Sunday, Dec. 14, 6:00-7:30 p.m.

The Longest Night - Tuesday, Dec. 16, 5:30 p.m., Chapel

Christmas Eve Worship - 3:00 p.m. Family; 5:00 and 8:00 p.m. Candlelight
Communion




	Remember in Prayer

