
The first stanza of this Advent carol provides both description and definition to the season of Advent.
The first line might even feel like an exhale of the soul. We yearn to experience the release and freedom
that comes from encountering the Christ child. And yet, too often, the days fly by and our best
intentions of focusing on the true meaning of our celebrations are consumed by our hyper-hectic daily
schedules that inevitably come along with the Advent season.

Yet, there is an alternative revealed in the words of this Advent hymn: “Come, thou long-expected Jesus.”
The alternative is to pause long enough to let our waiting and encountering of the Christ child do its
holy work.

This year, as we prepare for Advent, we also prepare for a new season in our life together as a
congregation. In this time of transition, we give thanks for the ways God continues to guide and provide.
Soon, we will welcome Dr. Sandy Hull as our new Transitional Pastor, and I am filled with gratitude and
hope for the leadership and care he will bring. What a gift that, even in times of change, God’s story
keeps unfolding, and it is always in community.

So, as we light the candles of hope, peace, joy, and love in the coming weeks, may we remember that we
are called, not only to prepare our hearts for the coming of the Christ child, but to prepare together, to
reflect Christ’s light to one another, and to embody the promise of Emmanuel, meaning God with us, in
the way we live, serve, and love as a community of faith. In these pages we invite you to join us in the
joy of preparation for the coming Messiah this Advent season. 
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“COME, THOU LONG-EXPECTED JESUS, BORN TO SET THY PEOPLE FREE; FROM OUR FEARS AND SINS
RELEASE US, LET US FIND OUR REST IN THEE.” - CHARLES WESLEY (1744)

Advent & Christmas at SMPC
smpchome.org/advent



BE A CHRISTMAS 'ANGEL'

Women's
Advent Tea

Saturday, December 6
10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

Mecklenburg Hall
Register by Saturday, November 29 on

Realm or via QR code

All are invited to deepen their faith through
rest, renewal and community

With guest speaker Laura Cunningham

FRIDAY, MARCH 6-SUNDAY, MARCH 8
Montreat, NC

More details and register on Realm

 MUSIC,  MEDITATION, 
SPICED TEA, LUNCH, SWEETS

Sundays, Beginning November 30,
9:00-10:00 a.m. OR

 Mondays, Beginning December 1
10:00-11:00 a.m.

McQueen Room or Zoom

Adult Bible Study: 
Calling all Angels

Join this four-week study as we reflect on
the surprising ways angels appear in

Scripture and what their presence reveals
about God’s message of hope, peace, joy,

and love. 

Written by SMPC members and
staff and illustrated by SMPC
children, subscribers will receive
SMPC Advent Devotionals in
their email inbox daily
beginning Sunday, November
30! Subscribe via the QR code.
Contact: Terry Gaines,
terryg@carolina.rr.com.

Saturdays, November 29,
December 6, 13 & 20, Slots
from 10:00 AM-4:00 PM - Join
SMPC's Salvation Army’s Red
Kettle Campaign and be a
ringer at Belk, SouthPark Mall.
Sign up at
smpchome.org/advent.

MAKE SOME NOISE FOR A
GOOD CAUSE SIGN UP FOR DAILY

ADVENT DEVOTIONALS

Wrapped gifts are due to
the church by Sunday,
December 14. Angel tags
should be displayed on the
OUTSIDE of the wrapped
gift.  
Contact: Kristin Colson,
kscolson@carolina.rr.com.

Please join in our Angel Tree church tradition this
Christmas season as we collect and deliver gifts for area
families in need. You can select gifts through
smpchome.org/advent or choose a gift tag from one of
two Angel trees – one located in the narthex and one
located outside the church office beginning Sunday,
November 30. Donation tags for ham dinners will also
be available on the trees or monetary dinner donations
of any amount can be submitted to Mary Katheryne
Zagora, mkzagora@smpchome.org. 

RETREAT

All
Church

“Journey to Bethlehem”
Sunday, December 14 | 6:00-7:30 PM

FESTIVAL of CAROLS

A special worship service led by the SMPC
Music Ministry. Music enhanced with

scripture. Childcare provided.

mailto:kscolson@carolina.rr.com


THANK YOU, 
DR. MATT BROWN!

Support all of the AGM agencies by
shopping online now through
December 25 or in person on Sunday,
December 7, 9:00 a.m-12:00 p.m.

Meet the two new organization at the Alternative Gift
Market (AGM) this year! 

Time Out Youth (TOY): TOY is Charlotte’s only
community center for LGBTQ+ young people ages 13-
24. Their goal is to support LGBTQ+ youth by offering
vital programs, fostering unconditional acceptance, and
creating safe spaces for self-expression through
leadership, community support, and advocacy. 

UrbanPromise: The mission of UrbanPromise is to
provide Charlotte’s low-income children and youth with
the spiritual, academic, and social development
necessary to become Christian leaders determined to
restore their communities. They provide a leadership
program for students from childhood to adulthood
through after school and summer programs.

We have been truly blessed to have
Dr. Matt Brown serve as pastor of
SMPC for 21 years and wish him and
Donna a beautiful and active
retirement! We hope you are able to
join us for some or all of the
celebrations planned at church! 

SATURDAYS, NOVEMBER 29, DECEMBER 6, 13, 20, 10:00 AM-
4:00 PM (TWO-HOUR SHIFTS)
SMPC BELL RINGING AT BELK, SOUTHPARK MALL

SUNDAYS, BEGINNING NOVEMBER 30, 9:00-10:00 AM OR
MONDAYS, BEGINNING DECEMBER 1, 10:00-11:00 AM
MCQUEEN ROOM OR ZOOM
ADULT BIBLE STUDY - “CALLING ALL ANGELS”

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 6, 10:30 AM-12:30 PM, MECK HALL
WOMEN’S ADVENT TEA

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 7, 9:00 AM-12:00 PM, NARTHEX
ALTERNATIVE GIFT MARKET

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 7, 5:00-6:30 PM, NARTHEX,
KINDERGARTEN-5TH GRADE
BAM! BIBLE AND MUSIC

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 7, 5:00 PM.-6:30 PM, MECKLENBURG
HALL, MIDDLE & HIGH SCHOOLERS
BYG (BIG YOUTH GROUP) & CHRISTMAS PARTY

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 14
ANGEL TREE DONATIONS DUE TO THE CHURCH

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 14, 6:00-7:30 PM, SANCTUARY AND
LIVESTREAM
FESTIVAL OF CAROLS - “JOURNEY TO BETHLEHEM”

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 16, 5:30 PM, CHAPEL
THE LONGEST NIGHT WORSHIP SERVICE 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 21, 12:00-3:00 PM, MECK HALL
YOUTH GIFT WRAPPING FUNDRAISER

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 24, SANCTUARY AND LIVESTREAM
CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP, 3:00 PM (FAMILY), 5:00 AND 8:00 PM
(BOTH CANDLELIGHT COMMUNION)

MARK YOUR CALENDAR

For the most up-to-date church information, please subscribe to our
weekly email. Email Adrienne Jaquith, adrienne@smpchome.org to
be added to the list. 

GET TO KNOW...

4:00-6:00 p.m. - Parking lot party, food trucks, games
6:30-7:30 p.m. - Live bluegrass music in the sanctuary,
featuring Rowan Junction

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 22

10:10 a.m. - Matt’s last Sunday in Worship
11:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. - Reception in Meck Hall with
sweet and savory bites, punch and live jazz music by
Walt Kuchinski
We are excited to announce that Dr.
Sandy Hull has accepted the Transitional
Pastor position, effective Monday,
December 1, 2025. His first Sunday in
worship will be December 7, 2025. We
look forward to welcoming him and his
wife, Belinda, to SMPC!  Find more
information via QR code.

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 23

NEW ALTERNATIVE GIFT MARKET AGENCIES

Parents of children ages 2
through TK, you’ll want to make
a note of this! SMPC Preschool
registration for the 2026-2027
school year begins in January,

SMPC PRESCHOOL TOURS
AVAILABLE

but you can schedule your tour now! A tour is required
before registration. SMPC Preschool is a warm, play-
based preschool program that makes learning FUN. To
schedule, please contact Dr. Tammy Winchip, SMPC
Preschool Director, tammy@smpchome.org.

https://smpchome.org/church-family-moment-for-sunday-november-2-2025/
https://smpchome.org/church-family-moment-for-sunday-november-2-2025/
https://smpchome.org/church-family-moment-for-sunday-november-2-2025/
https://smpchome.org/church-family-moment-for-sunday-november-2-2025/
https://smpchome.org/church-family-moment-for-sunday-november-2-2025/


8601 Bryant Farms Road
Charlotte, NC 28277

Return Service Requested

3:00 pm - Family Service
5:00 pm & 8:00 pm -
Candlelight Communion

Childcare provided for ages 4 and under
at all services
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South Meck Press is a quarterly publication from South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church. For more worship, study,
and fellowship opportunities, please visit smpchome.org. 

SMPC Youth Gift
Wrapping Fundraiser

Sunday, December 21
Drop off unwrapped gifts in Meck Hall

between 12:00-3:00 pm
$5/package

Your support helps make our summer youth
trips possible for everyone—offsetting costs and

providing scholarships so all can join in!

Advent & Christmas at SMPC
smpchome.org/advent


