
 

A Service of Worship 

Second Sunday of Christmas 

Epiphany 

January 4, 2026 

10:10 a.m., Sanctuary & Livestream 
*Please rise in body or in spirit. 

We Gather 

Prelude          Epiphany Procession Phil Lehenbauer 

Welcome and Concerns of the Church Rev. Lindsey Odom 

 The Lord be with you.  And also with you!  

Moment for Mission  Amy Matthews 

Introit We Three Kings of Orient Are JOHN HOPKINS 

Call to Worship (from Psalm 36)  Rev. Odom 

One: Your steadfast love, O LORD, extends to the heavens. 

All:     Your faithfulness reaches to the clouds. 

One:  How precious is your steadfast love, O God! 

All:     All people may take refuge in the shadow of your wings. 

One: With you is the fountain of life. 

All:     In your light we see true light! 

One:  Let us worship God together.   

*Carol 152 What Star Is This PUER NOBIS NASCITUR 



 

 

Prayer of Confession (unison)   Rev. Odom 

Lord of light and love, the Magi saw the star and set out to worship the 

new King.  But too often, when we hear your call, we prefer to stay put 

and stick with the status quo.  We choose comfort over faithfulness, 

being in control over risky obedience.  Forgive us, we pray, through your 

Son Jesus Christ, and by your Holy Spirit help us to go wherever you 

lead. Amen. 

Assurance of God’s Grace (Colossians 1:13-14) Rev. Odom 

One: “God has rescued us from the power of darkness and transferred 
us into the kingdom of his beloved Son, in who we have 

redemption, the forgiveness of sins.”  Hear and believe God’s good 
news:  

All: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven! 

*Response of Praise  No. 113 

 Angels we have heard on high, sweetly singing o’er the plains, 
and the mountains in reply, echoing their joyous strains. 

Gloria in excelsis Deo; Gloria in excelsis Deo. 



We Hear and Respond to the Word 

Church Family Moment Rebecca Guzman 

1. Star Words: It is a prayer practice in churches all 

over the world to give people a star word on 

Epiphany Sunday. Many of us experience prayer 

mostly as talking to God, but this practice invites 

a slower rhythm of reflection and review. During 

Communion today, you will be invited to select a 

star word. The words will be placed face down in a basket. When 

you come forward, take one without looking first. Consider this 

word a guide for the year ahead. We invite you to return to your 

star word often, noticing how God might be at work through its 

meaning. If you are worshiping online, please email 

Rebecca@smpchome.org to receive your star word. 

2. Story Connection: Listen to Home by Another Way by Barbara 

Brown Taylor, a poetic retelling of today’s scripture that invites us to 
imagine the Magi’s journey, and their return. more deeply. This 
story helps us wonder how encountering Jesus might change the 

direction of our lives, just as it changed the Magi’s path home. Full 
explanation for families is here. 

3. Game: Play a simple game of “Follow the Star.” One person holds a 
paper star and becomes the leader. Everyone else follows, copying 

the leader’s movements around the room or yard. After a few 
minutes, switch leaders. Talk together about how the Magi followed 

the star—and how we try to follow God’s guidance in our own lives. 
4. Wonder Together:  

a. I wonder how the Magi felt as they were following the star.  

b. I wonder what it means to go “home by another way.” 

c. I wonder how your star word might guide you this year. 

Children’s Liturgy Rebecca Guzman 

As the children four years old through third grade gather for 

Worship, the congregation is invited to sing (hymn no. 114 stanza 3): 

Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask thee to stay 

close by me forever and love me, I pray. 

Bless all the dear children in thy tender care, 

and fit us for heaven to live with thee there. 

Congregation: God be with you there. 

Children:   God be with you here. 

The children will return to join their families following the sermon. 

Prayer for Illumination  Rev. Odom 

First Reading Isaiah 60:1-6 Rev. Odom 

mailto:Rebecca@smpchome.org?subject=Star%20Word
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bFltgjI2JCQ
https://cecestorypath.wordpress.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/home-by-another-way.pdf


Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen 

upon you. For darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the 

peoples; but the Lord will arise upon you, and his glory will appear over 

you. Nations shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your 

dawn. Lift up your eyes and look around; they all gather together, they 

come to you; your sons shall come from far away, and your daughters 

shall be carried on their nurses' arms. Then you shall see and be radiant; 

your heart shall thrill and rejoice, because the abundance of the sea shall 

be brought to you, the wealth of the nations shall come to you. A 

multitude of camels shall cover you, the young camels of Midian and 

Ephah; all those from Sheba shall come. They shall bring gold and 

frankincense, and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord. 

Second Reading Matthew 2:1-12 Rev. Odom 

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, 

wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, asking, "Where is the child 

who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, 

and have come to pay him homage." When King Herod heard this, he was 

frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and calling together all the chief 

priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah 

was to be born. They told him, "In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been 

written by the prophet: "And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are 

by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a 

ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.' " Then Herod secretly called 

for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the star 

had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, "Go and search 

diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so 

that I may also go and pay him homage." When they had heard the king, 

they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen 

at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. When 

they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 

On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they 

knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, 

they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been 

warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country 

by another road. 

 This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God! 

Sermon “Starstruck” Dr. Hull 

*The Affirmation of Faith (unison) Apostles’ Creed 

  Rev. Melissa White 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and 

in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy 

Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he 

rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the 



right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to 

judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy 

catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the 

resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Offertory God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen arr. Page/Robertson 

Mark Janney and Zach Bowyer 

As an alternative to the traditional offering plate, you may support the ministry of 

SMPC by giving online at www.smpchome.org/give or texting SMPC to 73256. 

*Doxology  R. G. Huff 

Praise to God, the One who made us.  

Praise to Christ, the soon-born Son. 

Praise the Spirit, ever with us. Praise the Godhead, Three in One. 

Clear a path! Prepare the way! Advent leads to Christmas Day! 

Celebration of the Lord’s Supper 

Invitation to the Table  Dr. Hull 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and the Lord’s Prayer Rev. White 

One: The Lord be with you.  

Many: And also with you. 

One: Lift up your hearts.   

Many: We lift them to the Lord. 

One:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

Many: It is right to give our thanks and praise. (Pastor’s prayer) 
. . . (unison) Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this 

day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is 

the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

The Words of Institution Rev. White, Dr. Hull 

The Bread and the Cup  

You are invited to come forward (see diagram) to receive the elements of 

communion by intinction.  When receiving the elements by intinction, you are 
invited to take a piece of bread, dip it into the cup, and return to your seat. If 
you are not able to come forward, you will be served at your seat. Servers with 
gluten-free elements are located at the back of the sanctuary. 

Communion of the People 

 When We Seek Him Shawna Edwards 

The Prayer after Communion  Dr. Hull 

We Go Out to Serve 

*Hymn 377 I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light HOUSTON 

http://www.smpchome.org/give


*Charge and Benediction  Dr. Hull 

*Benediction Response  R. G. Huff  

Go, all ye faithful! All who know the Savior. 

Carry the message far beyond these walls. 

Hold forth the Christ-light. Conquer every darkness. 

Go forth, O Church of Jesus! Proclaim the One who frees us! 

Speak peace! Reach out in mercy, in kindness, and love. 



Postlude Benediction Light Vidas Pinkevicius 

Worship Service Notes 

Leading Worship this Morning   

Dr. Sandy Hull, Transitional Pastor 

Rev. Lindsey Odom, Associate Pastor of Youth & Missions/Outreach 

Rev. Melissa White, Parish Associate for Congregational Care & 

Connection  

 Zach Bowyer, Director of Music & Organist  

 Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation 

 Mark Janney 

A/V Team: Kari Case, Xander Case 

Ushers: Andrew Brown, Frank Graham, Judy Jones, Craig Parrish, Donna 

Podgorny, Bob Williamson 

Welcome Team: Jack Hess, Jimmy Galati, Kathy Galati 

Welcome to South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church! If you are joining 

us in person or online, are a first-time visitor, a long-term member, or 

anything in between, we are glad that you are worshiping with us and we 

want to stay connected with you. To receive our emails, sent on Tuesday 

and Thursday mornings, contact Adrienne Jaquith, Office and Database 

Manager, adrienne@smpchome.org. Also, find us on Instagram: 

@southmeckpres and Facebook: @southmecklenburgpresbyterian. 

Interested in joining South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church? Our 

Session will gather to welcome new members Sunday, January 25, at 

11:30 a.m. To learn more, contact Rev. Melissa White, Parish Associate, 

melissa@smpchome.org or 704-887-7488. 

Congregational Notes (as of December 31, 2025) 

Remember in Prayer 

• Debi Wheeler, as she recovers from a knee injury. 

• Mandy Godbey, as she recovers from a recent fall. 

• All those affected by conflict, displacement, and unrest around the 

world and at home.  

• Our mission partners in Bayonnais, Haiti, that God’s peace, 
protection and justice may prevail amid the crisis, chaos, and 

despair engulfing their country. 

To join the prayer chain or send a prayer request:  

prayer@SMPChome.org 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE 

LICENSE, License #A-735003.  All rights reserved.
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