PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
A Service of Worship

Christmas Eve
December 24, 2025

Bulletins for all three services are below -
PLEASE SCROLL DOWN

3:00 p.m. Service

We Gather
Prelude Festive Toccata on "In Dulci Jubilo" Mark Himmelman
Welcome and Concerns of the Church Rebecca Guzman

The Lord be with you. And also with you!

Introit DIX
Light a candle bright and tall for the Christ we greet this night.
Christ has come, our all in all. With the angels, we delight:

Shine within our hearts today come, O Christ, to us, we pray.

Call to Worship
Lighting of the Christ Candle
Jim, Kelly, Colleen, Shannon and Delaney Hardy;
Howard and Stacy Murphy

One: In the season of Advent, we acknowledged the wonder found
in waiting. Tonight, we rejoice that Christ’s light has come, and
we shine even brighter in the sharing of the light. Let us pray
together:

All: O Blessed Jesus, our good shepherd, the light of the world,
only begotten, beloved son, promised Messiah, Immanuel,
who is lighting up cities across the world because you cannot
be hidden—you are worth the wait! Remembering that we
are bearers of God'’s light and love, may our lives shine with



God’s hope, peace, joy, and love this night and forever more.
Glory to God in the highest! Amen.

Anthem Shepherds Arise Dan Edwards
Hosanna Choir

Shepherds, arise! Listen to the angels sing!
Good news, great joy! Tidings of the newborn king.

There in a Bethlehem manger, God’s matchless gift of great worth,
God’s wondrous love to us bringing, peace and good tidings to earth.
Fear not! Behold these glad tidings, come unto you on this day.
Jesus, the promised Messiah, sleeps in a manger of hay.

We Hear and Respond to the Word

Invitation to the Story Rebecca Guzman
Today, everyone who wants to is invited to be part of the story! If you are an
angel, listen for directions to follow Gabriel when the angels go to the shepherds.
If you are a shepherd or animal, watch our head shepherd. We will let you know
when it’s time to come up! If you get up to the front of the church and decide
you’d actually rather go back and sit with your grown-ups, that’s just fine. We
assume the first Christmas was a little noisy and chaotic, and we’re ok if this one
is too. A baby crying just adds to the special effects!

Storytelling Olivia Overcash, Emilia Schultis,
Caroline Trimmer

Story Carols
Carol 146 Gentle Mary Laid Her Child FLORIDUM

Gentle Mary laid her child lowly in a manger;
there he lay, the undefiled, to the world a stranger.
Such a babe in such a place, can he be the Savior?
Ask the saved of all the race who have found his favor.

Carol 145 What Child is This GREENSLEEVES

What child is this, who, laid to rest, on Mary’s lap is sleeping?
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet while shepherds watch are
keeping? This, this is Christ the King, whom shepherds guard and
angels sing; haste, haste to bring him laud, the babe, the son of Mary!

Carol 114 Away in a Manger CRADLE SONG

Away in a manger, no crib for his bed;
the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head
The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay,
the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.

Carol 113 Angels We Have Heard on High GLORIA

Shepherds, why this jubilee? Why your joyous strains prolong?
What the gladsome tidings be which inspire your heavenly song?
Gloria in excelsis Deo! Gloria in excelsis Deo!



Carol 119 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing MENDELSSOHN

Hark! The herald angels sin, “Glory to the newborn King.”
“Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinner reconciled!”
Joyful, all ye nations rise; join the triumph of the skies;
With angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!”
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn king!”

Carol 136 Go, Tell It on the Mountain GO TELLIT

Go, tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere;
Go, tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born!

The shepherds feared and trembled when lo! above the earth
rang out the angel chorus that hailed our Savior’s birth.

Go, tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere;
Go, tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born!

Carol 151 We Three Kings of Orient Are KINGS OF ORIENT

We three kings of Orient are; bearing gifts we traverse afar, field and
fountain, moor and mountain, following yonder star.

O star of wonder, star of night, star with royal beauty bright,
westward leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light!

Carol 134 Joy to the World ANTIOCH

Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth receive her king;
let every heart prepare him room, and heaven and nature sing,
and heaven and nature sing, and heaven, and heaven and nature sing.

Carol 128 Infant Holy, Infant Lowly W ZtOBIE LEZY

Infant holy, infant lowly, for his bed a cattle stall;
oxen lowing, little knowing Christ the babe is Lord of all.
Swift are winging angels singing, noels ringing,
tidings bringing: Christ the babe is Lord of all!
Christ the babe is Lord of all!

Wiggle Prayer Adeline Bloszinsky
... (unison) Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this
day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors,
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Anthem Unto Us A Child is Born Laura Farnell
Alleluia Choir

For unto us a child is born, unto us a Son is giv’n.
God is with us, Emmanuel. Alleluia! A savior has come!
Away in a manger, no crib for a bed. The little Lord Jesus lay
down his sweet head. The stars in the sky looked down where he lay.



The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. He shall be called Emmanuel.
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace!

We Go Out to Serve

Service of Light

*Carol 122 Silent Night, Holy Night! STILLE NACHT
You are invited to stand and turn your candle on for the service of light.

Silent night, holy night! All is calm, all is bright,
Round yon virgin mother and child!
Holy Infant, so tender and mild,
Sleep in heavenly peace, Sleep in heavenly peace.

Silent night, holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight,
Glories stream from heaven afar, Heavenly hosts sing:
“Alleluia; Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born.

”

Silent night, holy night! Son of God, love’s pure light
Radiant beams from Thy holy face,
With the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth.

Silent night, holy night! Wondrous star, lend thy light;
With the angels let us sing, Alleluia to our King;
Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born.

*Charge and Benediction Dr. Sandy Hull

Postlude Hark! the Herald Angels Sing arr. David Cherwien

Worship Service Notes

Leading Worship this Morning
Dr. Sandy Hull, Transitional Pastor
Laura Black, Ministry Associate for Ministry and Music
Zach Bowyer, Director of Music & Organist
Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation
Hosanna and Alleluia Choirs
Adeline Bloszinsky, Olivia Overcash, Emilia Schultis, Caroline Trimmer,
liturgists
A/V Team: Joe Wilcox, Chris Wilcox
Nativity:
Harper Price, Mary
Grayson Myers, Joseph
Caroline Brown, Gabriel
Ben Cassell, Wise Person
Lydia Rose, Wise Person



Graham Trimmer, Wise Person
Reese Earp, Star
Will Hollingsworth, Head Shepherd

5:00 p.m. Service

We Gather
Prelude O Holy Night arr. Mazzoni
Welcome and Concerns of the Church Rev. Lindsey Odom

The Lord be with you. And also with you!

Introit DIX
Light a candle bright and tall for the Christ we greet this night.
Christ has come, our all in all. With the angels, we delight:

Shine within our hearts today come, O Christ, to us, we pray.

Call to Worship
Lighting of the Christ Candle
Andrew, Emily, Savannah and Caroline Brown;
Chad, Erin, Lacey and Reid Cook

One: In the season of Advent, we acknowledged the wonder found
in waiting. Tonight, we rejoice that Christ’s light has come, and
we shine even brighter in the sharing of the light. Let us pray
together:

All: O Blessed Jesus, our good shepherd, the light of the world,
only begotten, beloved son, promised Messiah, Immanuel,
who is lighting up cities across the world because you cannot
be hidden—you are worth the wait! Remembering that we
are bearers of God'’s light and love, may our lives shine with
God’s hope, peace, joy, and love this night and forever more.
Glory to God in the highest! Amen.

*Carol 133 O Come, All Ye Faithful ADESTE FIDELES



P

Qo[

| | | |
G
P SR
~—t
1 Ocome, all ye faith-ful, joy - ful and tri-um-phant; O come
2 True God from true God, Light from light e - ter - nal, born
3 Sing, choirs of an - gels; sing in ex - ul - ta - tion; sing,
4 Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this hap-py morn-ing; Je -
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born the King of an- gels!
got - ten, not cre - at - ed!
glo - ry in the high-est!
now in flesh ap - pear-ing!

O come,let us a-dore him; O come, let
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Prayer of Adoration (unison) Rebecca Guzman
God of truth and grace, we gather tonight with joy and thanksgiving
in our hearts, prepared to welcome the child who comes to save the
world. Like the shepherds, we tremble in awe at your amazing gift of
love. Like the angels, we sing in adoration, proclaiming your glory. Like
Mary, we rejoice in you, O God, and in your Son, born to us in the city
of David, our Savior, Messiah, Lord. Amen.

*Carol 119 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing MENDELSSOHN



1 Hark! The her - ald an-gels sing, “Glo-ry to the new-born king.
2 Christ, by high - est heaven a-dored, Christ, the ev - er-last - ing Lord,
3 Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace! Hail the sun of righ-teous-ness!
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Peace on earth and mer-cy mild, God and sin - ners rec - on - ciled!”
late  in time be-hold him come, off-spring of the vir-gin's womb.
Light and life to all he brings, risen with heal - ing in his wings.
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Joy - ful, all ye na-tions, rise; join the tri-umph of the skies;
Veiled in flesh the God-head see; hail the in-car-nate de - i - ty,
Mild he lays his glo - ry by, born that we no more may die,
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with the an-gel - ic host pro-claim, “Christ is born in Beth - le - hem!”
pleased in flesh with us to dwell, Je - sus, our Em-man-u - el
born  to raise us from the earth, born to give wus sec-ond birth.
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We Hear and Respond to the Word
Prayer for lllumination Rebecca Guzman
First Reading Luke 2:1-7 Rebecca Guzman

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the
world should be registered. This was the first registration and was taken
while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be
registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to
Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended
from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary,
to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they
were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth
to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a
manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.



Anthem Bring Us Hope Ruth Elaine Schram
Jubilate Choir; Blythe Kinsey, piano
Bring us hope, bring us love;
bring us peace and joy from above.
Bring us light, take our darkness away.
Bring us light, turn our night into day.
Hope to replace our hopelessness,
love to refill our emptiness,
peace in the midst of our distress;
oh, how we need Your joy! Bring us hope!

Second Reading Luke 2:8-20 Dr. Sandy Hull
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch
over their flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them,
and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified.
But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you
good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the
city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for
you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying ina manger."
And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host,
praising God and saying, "Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on
earth peace among those whom he favors!" When the angels had left
them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, "Let us
go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the
Lord has made known to us." So they went with haste and found Mary
and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw this, they
made known what had been told them about this child; and all who heard
it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all
these words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned,
glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been
told them.

One: This is the word of the Lord.

All: Thanks be to God.

Sermon “Skipping the Limo” Dr. Hull

*Carol 134 Joy to the World ANTIOCH
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1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth re - ceive
2 Joy to the earth, the Sav - ior reigns! Let all their songs
3 No more let sins and sor-rows grow, nor thorns in - fest
4 He rules the world with truth and grace, and makes the na -
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*The Affirmation of Faith (unison) Philippians 2:6-11
Rev. Odom

Christ Jesus, though he was God, did not think of equality with God as
something to cling to. Instead, he gave up his divine privileges; he took
the humble position of a servant and was born as a human being. When
he appeared in human form, he humbled himself and died a criminal’s
death on a cross. Therefore, God elevated him to the place of highest
honor and gave him the name above all other names, that at the name
of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the
earth, and every tongue declare that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of
God the Father.



Offertory Following the Star to Bethlehem Dan Edwards
Jubilate Choir; Blythe Kinsey, piano
Hey, ho! Where do we go?
Following the shining star that’s leading us onward.
Hey, ho! Where do we go?
Following the star to Bethlehem.
The ancient prophets told of a wonderful thing:
a glorious star announcing the birth of a King.
And so we gladly follow from twilight
‘til dawn to find that special place
where the child will be born.
The star went on to lead us through desert and plain,
across some mighty rivers in sun and in rain.

When finally it brought us to Bethlehem town,
where in a humble manger there the Lord would be found.
I said, Hey, ho! Where do we go?

Following the shining star that’s leading us onward.
Hey, ho! Where do we go?

Following the star to Bethlehem!

As an alternative to the traditional offering plate, you may support the ministry of
SMPC by giving online at www.smpchome.org/give or texting SMPC to 73256.

*Doxology Advent Doxology R. G. Huff
Praise to God, the One who made us.
Praise to Christ, the newborn Son.
Praise the Spirit, ever with us. Praise the Godhead, Three in One.
Clear a path! Prepare the way! Advent leads to Christmas Day!

Celebration of the Lord’s Supper
Invitation to the Table Rev. Odom

Prayer of Thanksgiving and the Lord’s Prayer Rev. Odom
One: The Lord be with you.

Many: And also with you.

One: Lift up your hearts.

Many: We lift them to the Lord.

One: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

Many: ltis right to give our thanks and praise . . .

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

The Words of Institution Rev. Odom, Dr. Hull

The Bread and the Cup
You are invited to come forward (see diagram) to receive the elements of
communion by intinction. When receiving the elements by intinction, you are


http://www.smpchome.org/give

invited to take a piece of bread, dip it into the cup, and return to your seat. If
you are not able to come forward, you will be served at your seat. Servers with
gluten-free elements are located at the back of the sanctuary.

Communion of the People

The Prayer after Communion Dr. Hull

We Go Out to Serve

*Carol 122 Silent Night, Holy Night! STILLE NACHT
(hold lit candles upright, tilt unlit candles to receive the flame)

Silent night, holy night! All is calm, all is bright,
Round yon virgin mother and child!
Holy Infant, so tender and mild,
Sleep in heavenly peace, Sleep in heavenly peace.

Silent night, holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight,
Glories stream from heaven afar, Heavenly hosts sing:
“Alleluia; Christ the Savior is born,

Christ the Savior is born.”

Silent night, holy night! Son of God, love’s pure light
Radiant beams from Thy holy face,
With the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth.

Silent night, holy night! Wondrous star, lend thy light;
With the angels let us sing, Alleluia to our King;
Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born.

*Charge and Benediction Dr. Hull

*Postlude Hark! the Herald Angels Sing arr. David Cherwien

8:00 p.m. Service

We Gather

Prelude Prelude on "Christmas Day" Holst, arr. Mansfield
Ann Carney, piano; Zach Bowyer, organ

Welcome and Concerns of the Church Dr. Sandy Hull
The Lord be with you. And also with you!

Introit DIX
Light a candle bright and tall for the Christ we greet this night.
Christ has come, our all in all. With the angels, we delight:



Shine within our hearts today come, O Christ, to us, we pray.

Call to Worship
Lighting of the Christ Candle
Brian, Sarah and Elizabeth Gentry; Mark and Cathy Janney

One: In the season of Advent, we acknowledged the wonder found
in waiting. Tonight, we rejoice that Christ’s light has come, and
we shine even brighter in the sharing of the light. Let us pray
together:

All: O Blessed Jesus, our good shepherd, the light of the world,
only begotten, beloved son, promised Messiah, Immanuel,
who is lighting up cities across the world because you cannot
be hidden—you are worth the wait! Remembering that we
are bearers of God’s light and love, may our lives shine with
God’s hope, peace, joy, and love this night and forever more.
Glory to God in the highest! Amen.

*Carol 133 O Come, All Ye Faithful ADESTE FIDELES
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1 Ocome, all ye faith-ful, joy - ful and tri-um-phant; O come
2 True God from true God, Light from light e - ter - nal, born
3 Sing, choirs of an - gels; sing in ex - ul - ta - tion; sing,
4 Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this hap-py morn-ing; Je -
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born the King of an- gels!
got - ten, not cre - at - ed!
glo - ry in the high-est!
now in flesh ap - pear-ing!

O come,let us a-dore him; O come, let

=8 e
| 1 | | ¥ ] - - -
— I
Hu | | L | [ | [
P AN ISR ] e i, ] N
- . =
z ! pam = = = e
o e B — —* ¢ o
us a-dore him; O come,let us a - dore him, Christ, the Lord!

NN O I S ) BN

7 \ ! e e —
1 I T la T

- - F J 1

Prayer of Adoration (unison) Rev. Melissa White
God of truth and grace, we gather tonight with joy and thanksgiving
in our hearts, prepared to welcome the child who comes to save the
world. Like the shepherds, we tremble in awe at your amazing gift of
love. Like the angels, we sing in adoration, proclaiming your glory. Like
Mary, we rejoice in you, O God, and in your Son, born to us in the city
of David, our Savior, Messiah, Lord. Amen

*Carol 119 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing MENDELSSOHN



1 Hark! The her - ald an-gels sing, “Glo-ry to the new-born king.
2 Christ, by high - est heaven a-dored, Christ, the ev - er-last - ing Lord,
3 Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace! Hail the sun of righ-teous-ness!
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Peace on earth and mer-cy mild, God and sin - ners rec - on - ciled!”
late  in time be-hold him come, off-spring of the vir-gin’s womb.
Light and life to all he brings, risen with heal - ing in his wings.
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Joy - ful, all ye na-tions, rise; join the tri-umph of the skies;

Veiled in flesh the God-head see;  hail thein-car-nate de - i - ty,

Mild he lays his glo - ry by, born that we no more may die,
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with the an-gel - ic host pro-claim, “Christ is born in Beth - le - hem!”

pleased in flesh with us to dwell, Je - sus, our Em-man-u - el
born  to raise us from the earth, born to give us sec-ond birth.
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We Hear and Respond to the Word
Prayer for lllumination Rev. White
First Reading Luke 2:1-7 Rev. White

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the
world should be registered. This was the first registration and was taken
while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be
registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to
Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended
from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary,
to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they
were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth



to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a
manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.

Anthem Still, Still, Still arr. Robert Hobby
Chancel Choir
Still, still, still, one can hear the falling snow.
For all is hushed, the world is sleeping, Holy Star its vigil keeping.
Still, still, still, one can hear the falling snow.
Sleep, sleep, sleep, 'tis the eve of our Savior's birth.
The night is peaceful all around you, close your eyes,
Let sleep surround you.
Sleep, sleep, sleep, 'tis the eve of our Savior's birth.
Dream, dream, dream of the joyous day to come.
While guardian angels without number
Watch you as you sweetly slumber,
Dream, dream, dream of the joyous day to come.

Second Reading Luke 2:8-20 Dr. Hull
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch
over their flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them,
and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified.
But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing
you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in
the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a
sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in
a manger." And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the
heavenly host, praising God and saying, "Glory to God in the highest
heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!" When the
angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one
another, "Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken
place, which the Lord has made known to us." So they went with haste
and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When
they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this
child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told
them. But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her
heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they
had heard and seen, as it had been told them

One: This is the word of the Lord.

All: Thanks be to God.

Sermon “Skipping the Limo” Dr. Hull

*Carol 134 Joy to the World ANTIOCH
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1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth re - ceive
2 Joy to the earth, the Sav - ior reigns! Let all their songs
3 No more let sins and sor-rows grow, nor thorns in - fest
4 He rules the world with truth and grace, and makes the na -
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and heaven and na - ture sing, and heaven and na - ture
re - peat the sound-ing joy, re - peat the sound-ing
far as the curse is found, far as the curse is

and won-ders of his love, and won-ders of his

and heaven and na-ture sing,
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sing, and heaven, and heaven and na - ture sing.
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found, far  as, far as the curse is  found.
love, and won - ders, won - ders of his love.
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*The Affirmation of Faith (unison) Philippians 2:6-11
Rev. White

Christ Jesus, though he was God, did not think of equality with God as
something to cling to. Instead, he gave up his divine privileges; he took
the humble position of a servant and was born as a human being. When
he appeared in human form, he humbled himself and died a criminal’s
death on a cross. Therefore, God elevated him to the place of highest
honor and gave him the name above all other names, that at the name
of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the
earth, and every tongue declare that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of
God the Father.

Offertory The Journey Lloyd Larson



Chancel Choir; Blythe Kinsey, piano

Where is He, O where is He?

His star blazes in the night;
as we trace the changing skies,

He is hiding from our sight.

Can you tell us where He lies?
We would worship Him tonight,
and will journey ‘til we find,
and our search is turned to sight.
Your guiding light shows us the way,
we see Your Morning Star ascend!
To You, dear Christ, all searches come,
in You our journey finds its end;
our journey finds its end.

The star beams its golden ray
over sleepy Bethlehem,
where with joy we find the Child,
and with gifts we worship Him.
While we thought we came to
You in a little starlit place,
it was You who came to us,
Christ the glory of God'’s face.

As an alternative to the traditional offering plate, you may support the ministry of
SMPC by giving online at www.smpchome.org/give or texting SMPC to 73256.

*Doxology Advent Doxology R. G. Huff
Praise to God, the One who made us.
Praise to Christ, the newborn Son.
Praise the Spirit, ever with us. Praise the Godhead, Three in One.
Clear a path! Prepare the way! Advent leads to Christmas Day!

Celebration of the Lord’s Supper

Invitation to the Table Dr. Hull

Prayer of Thanksgiving and the Lord’s Prayer Rev. White
One: The Lord be with you.

Many: And also with you.

One: Lift up your hearts.

Many: We lift them to the Lord.

One: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

Many: Itis right to give our thanks and praise . ..

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

The Words of Institution Dr. Hull, Rev. White

The Bread and the Cup


http://www.smpchome.org/give

You are invited to come forward (see diagram) to receive the elements of
communion by intinction. When receiving the elements by intinction, you are
invited to take a piece of bread, dip it into the cup, and return to your seat. If
you are not able to come forward, you will be served at your seat. Servers with
gluten-free elements are located at the back of the sanctuary.

Communion of the People

The Prayer after Communion Rev. White

We Go Out to Serve

*Carol 122 Silent Night, Holy Night! STILLE NACHT
(hold lit candles upright, tilt unlit candles to receive the flame)

Silent night, holy night! All is calm, all is bright,
Round yon virgin mother and child!
Holy Infant, so tender and mild,
Sleep in heavenly peace, Sleep in heavenly peace.

Silent night, holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight,
Glories stream from heaven afar, Heavenly hosts sing:
“Alleluia; Christ the Savior is born,

Christ the Savior is born.”

Silent night, holy night! Son of God, love’s pure light
Radiant beams from Thy holy face,
With the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth.

Silent night, holy night! Wondrous star, lend thy light;
With the angels let us sing, Alleluia to our King;
Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born.

*Charge and Benediction Dr. Hull

*Postlude Hark! the Herald Angels Sing arr. David Cherwien

Congregational Notes

The flowers in the sanctuary are given to the Glory of God and in loving
memory of Jon Sandeen, beloved son of Karen and John Sandeen and
brother of Kristin Colson and Jeff Sandeen.

The Advent Candle Lighting Liturgy is adapted from Wait for the Lord,
an Advent Candle Liturgy written by Dr. Montisa Anntoinette Watkins
and Rev. Shavon Starling-Lewis.

Welcome to South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church! If you are joining
us in person or online, are a first-time visitor, a long-term member, or
anything in between, we are glad that you are worshiping with us and



we want to stay connected with you. To receive our emails, sent on
Tuesday and Thursday mornings, contact Adrienne Jaquith, Office and
Database Manager, adrienne@smpchome.org. Also, find us on Instagram:
@southmeckpres and Facebook: @southmecklenburgpresbyterian.

Interested in joining South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church? Our Session
will gather to welcome new members on Sunday, January 25 at 11:30
a.m. To learn more, contact Rev. Melissa White, Parish Associate for
Congregational Care & Connection, melissa@smpchome.org or 704-
887-7488.

Remember in Prayer

e All those affected by conflict, displacement, and unrest around the
world and at home.

e Our mission partners in Bayonnais, Haiti, that God’s peace,
protection and justice may prevail amid the crisis, chaos, and
despair engulfing their country.

To join the prayer chain or send a prayer request:
prayer@SMPChome.org

Christmas Eve Offering

Our tradition is to give our Christmas offering to support our
Missions/Outreach ministries. Today's offering will support the purchase
of food for Center of Hope, Nourish Up and OFCB Ministries in Bayonnais,
Haiti; ministries that serve our neighbors both near and far.

Both Center of Hope and Nourish Up provide support to vulnerable
individuals and families in our community, ensuring that no neighbor
faces hunger alone. OFCB Ministries in Bayonnais, Haiti, provides hope in
a land of extreme poverty where there is a dire need for food both at the
school and in the surrounding community.


mailto:adrienne@smpchome.org
https://www.instagram.com/southmeckpres/
http://www.facebook.com/southmecklenburgpresbyterian
mailto:prayer@SMPChome.org

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE
LICENSE, License #A-735003. All rights reserved.

South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church

8601 Bryant Farms Road, Charlotte, NC 28277, 704-544-0404
PO Box 79321, Charlotte, NC 28271
smpchome.org




MERRY CHRISTMAS & 2025
HAPPY NEW YEAR!

Welcome! We hope you will consider joining one (or more!) of our many classes,
small groups, service opportunities or ministries. There wasn't enough room to list
all the ways to get involved! To stay updated, please subscribe to our weekly email,
follow us on social media, or go to our website, smpchome.org. Contact: Adrienne
Jaquith, adrienne@smpchome.org.

STUDY

Friday Morning Men's Group, Friday, January 2, 7:30-8:30 a.m., Chapel 206
This group, which combines study and fellowship, meets on the 1st and 3rd Fridays
of the month. Contact: Curt Ireland, irelandcurtisO0@gmail.com.

Third Thirty, Sunday, January 4, 11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m., Mecklenburg Hall, Ages
60-90 - These gatherings meet monthly over a light lunch to create space for open
discussion of some of the issues facing us as we navigate these decades of our
lives. Register on Realm. Contact: Rev. Melissa White, melissa@smpchome.org.

Conversations with the Pastor, Every Wednesday resuming January 7,

9:30 a.m., McQueen Room and Zoom - Transitional Pastor Dr. Sandy Hull will lead
a study on the book of Ephesians. Contact for the Zoom ID#: Adrienne Jaquith,
adrienne@smpchome.org.

Men'’s Evening Study Group, Tuesday, January 13, 7:30 p.m., Chapel 206 - The
group meets on the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays of every month. All are welcome.
Contact: Jon Myers, jonmyers2@gmail.com.

Making Space Mom's Group, Thursday, January 15, 7:30 p.m., Chapel 206 -
Moms of all ages are invited to join us on the 1st and 3rd Thursdays of every
month for study, service and fellowship. All are welcome. Contact: Allison Reeves,
allison.tarwater@gmail.com.

Adult Study: ‘Second Thoughts About the Second Coming,’ Sundays beginning
January 4, 9:00-10:00 a.m., McQueen Room or Zoom - A six-week explorative
study using Second Thoughts about the Second Coming: Understanding the End Times,
Our Future, and Christian Hope by Ronald Allen and Robert Cornwall. Register on
Realm. Contact: Rebecca Guzman, rebecca@smpchome.org.

SERVE

American Red Cross Blood Drive, Saturday, January 3, 8:00 a.m.-12:30 p.m.,
Mecklenburg Hall - Sign up on smpchome.org > Serve Our Community. Contact:
Bill Ramsey, bill.john.ramsey@gmail.com.

Room in the Inn, Wednesday January 7, Sunday February 15, Sunday March 1,
Sardis Presbyterian Church - Volunteers will help with dinner, overnight stays or
breakfast and cleanup. Contact: Amy Matthews, amymatthews1117@gmail.com.

Shelter Ministry, Thursday, January 8, 9:00 a.m., Mecklenburg Hall - Meets on
the second Thursday of every month to fill empty medicine bottles with body wash
for Roof Above. Contact: Carol Morgan, morgancc43@aol.com.

Desserts for Center of Hope, Sunday, January 11, Drop Off Dessert Before
10:10 a.m. Worship - We deliver desserts for Center of Hope guests every month.
Homemade or store-bought! Contact: Terry Gaines, terryg@carolina.rr.com.

Breakfast for Center of Hope, Saturday, January 17, Meet at the church at 5:15
a.m. - Each month, SMPC preps, cooks and serves breakfast for guests at the
Center of Hope. Contact: Lee Martin, leewilsonmartin@gmail.com.

Bagged Lunches for Roof Above, Saturday, January 24, 9:30 a.m., In front of
Palmer Building - Each month we collect and donate 100 bagged lunches to Roof
Above. Contact: Julie Durham, julierdurham®@gmail.com.

All-Church Serves: Time Out Youth (TOY), Sunday, February 22, 9:00-10:00 a.m.,
Mecklenburg Hall - All ages are invited to participate in a service project for TOY,
an organization that creates affirming, supportive spaces for LGBTQ+ youth.
Contact: Rev. Lindsey Odom, lindsey@smpchome.org.



SMALL GROUPS

Handiworkers Group, Tuesdays resuming January 6, 10:00 a.m., Palmer 104
All knitters, needlepointers, quilters, cross-stitchers and crocheters (beginners to
experts) are invited. Contact: Judy Jameson, jgjameson@gmail.com.

Men's Breakfast Group, Thursday, January 8, 9:30 a.m., Big View Diner, 6637
Lancaster Hwy - This group meets on the 2" and 4th Thursdays each month to
enjoy breakfast and conversation. Contact: Bob Tyler, Btyler@unitedskates.com.

A Caregiver's Journey, Tuesday, January 13, 1:00-2:30 p.m., McQueen Room -
Finding meaning and purpose as you care for a loved one with Alzheimer’s or
dementia. Contact: Kathy Garner, kathygarner15@gmail.com.

Food for Thought Book Group, Thursday, January 15, 12:30 p.m., McQueen
Room - All are welcome as we discuss the book Lily’s Promise by Lily Ebert. Contact:
Kathy Paquette, khesspaquette@aol.com.

International Dining Group, Thursday, January 15, 6:00 p.m., Mi Pueblo
Mexican Grill, 1820 Sardis Road North, Charlotte, NC - This group explores local
restaurants on the third Thursday of every month. RSVP on Realm. Contact: Carol
Roan, candwroan@gmail.com.

ALL-CHURCH RETREAT

All-Church Retreat: ‘Created for Community,” Friday, March 6-Sunday, March
8, Montreat, NC - All ages are invited to join us as we examine how God exists in
community and how God designed us to be in relationships with God and one
another. More information and register on Realm. Contact: Rebecca Guzman,
rebecca@smpchome.org.

CHILDREN

BAM! (Bible and Music), Sunday, January 4, 5:00-6:30 p.m., Meet in Narthex, K-
5t Grade - BAM! is our Sunday evening program for children in kindergarten
through 5th grade. Contact: Rebecca Guzman, rebecca@smpchome.org.

SMPC Preschool

Registration opens January 20 for church members. New preschool families must
schedule a tour before registering. Tours will take place January 5-16. Please
contact Tammy Winchip, tammy@smpchome.org, to schedule.

YOUTH (MIDDLE & HIGH SCHOOL)

Big Youth Group (BYG), Sunday, January 4, 5:00-6:30 p.m., Mecklenburg Hall,
Middle and High Schoolers - Bible study, small group time, good food, fun games
and amazing company. We are collecting new and gently used coats for Smithfield
and Sterling Elementary. Contact: Rev. Lindsey Odom, lindsey@smpchome.org.

Coffee and Conversation, Sunday, January 11, 11:45 a.m.-1:00 p.m., Amelie’s,
7715 Pineville-Matthews Rd We hope you can join us for a fun youth coffee! The
church will cover the cost of a coffee or drink for each youth. Please bring
additional money if you'd like a pastry or lunch. Contact: Rev. Lindsey Odom,

lindsey@smpchome.org.
MUSIC

Chancel Choir, Wednesdays, 7:00-8:30 p.m. - Do you enjoy leading worship
through song? Contact: Zach Bowyer, zach@smpchome.org.

2026 OPERATING FUND CAMPAIGN UPDATE
Thank you to the 267 families who have committed a total of
$1.24 million in pledges to the Called to Community 2026 e
Operating Fund campaign! This campaign funds all of our :
ministries and operations for 2026. To date, 22 new families have
made pledges, and repeat pledging families increased their
pledges by an average of 6.72%. Thank you! There is still time to i
pledge via the QR code. Thank you to our Stewardship e
Committee and SMPC staff for their hard work on this campaign.

ﬂ esouthmecklenburgpresbyterian @southmeckpres
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