
 

A Service of Worship 

Second Sunday of Advent 

December 7, 2025 

10:10 a.m., Sanctuary & Livestream 
*Please rise in body or in spirit. 

We Gather 

Prelude          Ding Dong! Merrily on High arr. Robert Lau 

Welcome and Concerns of the Church Dr. Sandy Hull 

 The Lord be with you.  And also with you!  

Moment for Mission  Heather Carpenter, Leanne Royster 

Introit While We Are Waiting, Come WAITING (CASON) 

While we are waiting, come; while we are waiting, come. 

Jesus, our Lord, Emmanuel, while we are waiting, come. 

Call to Worship   

Lighting of the Advent Candle – PEACE 

Judy Casey, Colby Nutter 

One: We draw near to the God who waits with grace, filling us with 

hope and peace in every season. Let us pray together:  

All: Prince of Peace, at times our souls are disquieted, weary from 

our own expectations. The anxiousness of life can pull us away 

from the promise of your peace. Yet you offer us peace, a gift 

unlike the world’s, bringing calm to the chaos within us. We say 
“yes” to the peace you give, and all that comes with it. Amen.   

*Carol 88 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel VENI EMMANUEL 

(Stanzas 1, 2, 6, and 7) 



 

 

Prayer of Confession (unison)   Rev. Lindsey Odom 

Prince of Peace, in this busy season, we confess that we lose sight of 

you.  Our hearts are often troubled, restless with fear, distracted by 

uncertainty, and weighed down by expectations we cannot carry.  The 

noise of the world pulls us away from your calming presence, and we 

forget that your peace is a gift, that is not earned, not grasped, but 

given. Forgive us for seeking peace in everything but you. Forgive us 

when our anxious spirits overshadow our trust. Teach us to walk in your 

way of peace; to listen more than we speak, to love more than we 

judge, and to rest in the promise of your steadfast care. Renew us by 

your Spirit, that we may prepare the way for Christ, our Prince of Peace. 

May we receive your peace with open hands and rest in your steadfast 

love. Amen. 

Assurance of God’s Grace  Rev. Odom 



*Response of Praise  No. 113 

 Angels we have heard on high, sweetly singing o’er the plains, 
and the mountains in reply, echoing their joyous strains. 

Gloria in excelsis Deo; Gloria in excelsis Deo. 

We Hear and Respond to the Word 

Church Family Moment Rebecca Guzman 

1. Story Connection: Read or listen to Miracle on 

133rd Street by Sonia Manzana. This story shows 

how a simple act of welcome can change 

everything. Neighbors who begin the evening 

feeling sad, angry, or afraid are transformed 

when José and his family invite them in to share 

a Christmas roast. As Noell Rathbun Cook writes on Storypath, this 

book helps children imagine how welcoming and being welcomed 

opens us to God’s joy and peace. (Storypath Source) 

2. Explore: Watch this Bible Project video about John the Baptizer. 

John’s story helps us understand what it means to be ready for 
Jesus. After watching, open your Bible and see what else you can 

discover about John. The Bible Project is a wonderful and accessible 

resource for all ages to explore Scripture together. 

3. Game: Play a movement game at home to think about being 

“ready” for Jesus. Choose an open space and call out, “READY, SET, 
GO!” Each round, use a different motion—hopping, skipping, 

running, or walking backward. Talk about what it means to listen, 

pay attention, and prepare our hearts during Advent. You can also 

explore these related activity pages: Crossword, Word Search, 

Decoder 

4. Wonder Together:  

a. Today is the second Sunday of Advent, when we celebrate 

Christ’s peace. How do these Bible passages help us 
understand what true peace is? 

b. I wonder why John the Baptist lived such a wild and 

unexpected life. (You might read “The Peace of Wild Things” 
afterward to think about peace and wilderness.) 

c. I wonder how we can welcome others in the same spirit that 

Paul describes in Romans 15 — with acceptance, support, 

and love. 

d. I wonder how our family can share Christ’s peace with 
others this week — at home, at school, or in our community. 

Children’s Liturgy Rebecca Guzman 

As the children four years old through third grade gather for 

Worship, the congregation is invited to sing (hymn no. 114 stanza 3): 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UYnj5aYmN74
https://cecestorypath.wordpress.com/2024/09/15/lectionary-links-rcl-december-4-2016/
https://bibleproject.com/videos/character-insight-john-baptizer/
https://sermons4kids.com/activities/ready-for-the-christ-of-christmas
https://sermons4kids.com/activities/ready-for-the-christ-of-christmas-2
https://sermons4kids.com/activities/ready-for-the-christ-of-christmas-1
https://www.scottishpoetrylibrary.org.uk/poem/peace-wild-things-0/


Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask thee to stay 

close by me forever and love me, I pray. 

Bless all the dear children in thy tender care, 

and fit us for heaven to live with thee there. 

Congregation: God be with you there. 

Children:   God be with you here. 

The children will return to join their families following the sermon. 

Prayer for Illumination  Rev. Odom 

First Reading Matthew 3:1-12 Rev. Odom 

In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, 

proclaiming, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near." This is 

the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, "The voice of 

one crying out in the wilderness: "Prepare the way of the Lord, make his 

paths straight.' " Now John wore clothing of camel's hair with a leather 

belt around his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. Then the 

people of Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to him, and all the 

region along the Jordan, and they were baptized by him in the river 

Jordan, confessing their sins. But when he saw many Pharisees and 

Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, "You brood of vipers! 

Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruit worthy of 

repentance. Do not presume to say to yourselves, "We have Abraham as 

our ancestor'; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up 

children to Abraham. Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; 

every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown 

into the fire. "I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is 

more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to carry his 

sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing 

fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and will gather his 

wheat into the granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable 

fire." 

Anthem  No Night There Dan Forrest 

Chancel Choir; Amanda Turner, violin; Blythe Kinsey, piano 

God is with us, God is for us; do not be afraid. 

There shall be no night there, no crying there; 

God shall wipe away every tear from their eyes; 

Lo, I am with you always, even to the end. 

Even in the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil. 

Second Reading Romans 15:1-13 Dr. Hull 

We who are strong ought to put up with the failings of the weak, and not 

to please ourselves. Each of us must please our neighbor for the good 

purpose of building up the neighbor. For Christ did not please himself; 

but, as it is written, "The insults of those who insult you have fallen on 

me." For whatever was written in former days was written for our 



instruction, so that by steadfastness and by the encouragement of the 

scriptures we might have hope. May the God of steadfastness and 

encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another, in 

accordance with Christ Jesus, so that together you may with one voice 

glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Welcome one 

another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. 

For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on 

behalf of the truth of God in order that he might confirm the promises 

given to the patriarchs, and in order that the Gentiles might glorify God 

for his mercy. As it is written, "Therefore I will confess you among the 

Gentiles, and sing praises to your name"; and again he says, "Rejoice, O 

Gentiles, with his people"; and again, "Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, 

and let all the peoples praise him"; and again Isaiah says, "The root of 

Jesse shall come, the one who rises to rule the Gentiles; in him the 

Gentiles shall hope." May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace 

in believing, so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy 

Spirit.  

 This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God! 

Sermon “Where to Now?” Dr. Hull 

*The Affirmation of Faith (unison) Heidelberg Catechism  

  Rev. Melissa White 

One: What is your only comfort, in life and in death?  

All:  My only comfort, in life and in death, is that I belong – body and 

soul, in life and in death – not to myself, but to my faithful Savior, 

Jesus Christ, who at the cost of his own blood has fully paid for my 

sins and has completely freed me from the dominion of the devil; 

that he protects me so well that without the will of my Father in 

heaven not a hair can fall from my head; indeed, that everything 

must fit his purpose for my salvation. Therefore, by his Holy Spirit, 

he also assures me of eternal life, and makes me wholeheartedly 

willing and ready from now on to live for him. 

 

Offertory In the Bleak Midwinter arr. Jason Krug 

Amanda Turner, violin 

As an alternative to the traditional offering plate, you may support the ministry of 

SMPC by giving online at www.smpchome.org/give or texting SMPC to 73256. 

*Doxology  R. G. Huff 

Praise to God, the One who made us.  

Praise to Christ, the soon-born Son. 

Praise the Spirit, ever with us. Praise the Godhead, Three in One. 

Clear a path! Prepare the way! Advent leads to Christmas Day! 

-+ 

http://www.smpchome.org/give


 

Invitation to the Table  Dr. Hull 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and the Lord’s Prayer Rev. Odom 

One: The Lord be with you.  

Many: And also with you. 

One: Lift up your hearts.   

Many: We lift them to the Lord. 

One:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

Many: It is right to give our thanks and praise. (Pastor’s prayer) 
. . . (unison) Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this 

day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is 

the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

The Words of Institution Rev. Odom, Rev. White 

The Bread and the Cup  

You are invited to come forward (see diagram) to receive the elements of 

communion by intinction.  When receiving the elements by intinction, you are 
invited to take a piece of bread, dip it into the cup, and return to your seat. If 
you are not able to come forward, you will be served at your seat. Servers with 
gluten-free elements are located at the back of the sanctuary. 

Communion of the People 

Hymn 347 Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence PICARDY 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Carol 116 The Snow Lay on the Ground VENITE ADOREMUS 

 

The Prayer after Communion  Rev. White 

We Go Out to Serve 

*Carol 87 Comfort, Comfort Now My People GENEVAN 42 

 

 

 

 

 



 

*Charge and Benediction  Dr. Hull 

*Benediction Response  R. G. Huff  

Go, all ye faithful! All who know the Savior. 

Carry the message far beyond these walls. 

Hold forth the Christ-light. Conquer every darkness. 

Go forth, O Church of Jesus! Proclaim the One who frees us! 

Speak peace! Reach out in mercy, in kindness, and love. 

Postlude Toccata on "Veni Emmanuel" Adam Heron 

 

 

 



Worship Service Notes 

Leading Worship this Morning   

Dr. Sandy Hull, Transitional Pastor 

Rev. Lindsey Odom, Associate Pastor of Youth & Missions/Outreach 

Rev. Melissa White, Parish Associate for Congregational Care & 

Connection  

 Zach Bowyer, Director of Music & Organist  

 Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation 

 Chancel Choir 

 Amanda Turner, violin 

 Blythe Kinsey, piano 

A/V Team: Kari Case, Xander Case 

Ushers: Andrew Brown, Frank Graham, Judy Jones, Craig Parrish, Donna 

Podgorny, Bob Williamson 

Welcome Team: Jack Hess, Amy Zagora 

Welcome to South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church! If you are joining 

us in person or online, are a first-time visitor, a long-term member, or 

anything in between, we are glad that you are worshiping with us and we 

want to stay connected with you. To receive our emails, sent on Tuesday 

and Thursday mornings, contact Adrienne Jaquith, Office and Database 

Manager, adrienne@smpchome.org. Also, find us on Instagram: 

@southmeckpres and Facebook: @southmecklenburgpresbyterian. 

Interested in joining South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church? Our 

Session will gather to welcome new members today at 11:30 a.m. To 

learn more, contact Rev. Melissa White, Parish Associate, 

melissa@smpchome.org or 704-887-7488. 

Congregational Notes (as of December 4, 2025) 

Remember in Prayer 

• All those affected by conflict, displacement, and unrest around the 

world and at home.  

• Our mission partners in Bayonnais, Haiti, that God’s peace, 
protection and justice may prevail amid the crisis, chaos, and 

despair engulfing their country. 

To join the prayer chain or send a prayer request:  

prayer@SMPChome.org 

 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE 

LICENSE, License #A-735003.  All rights reserved.
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