
 

A Service of Worship 

Baptism of the Lord 

January 11, 2026 

10:10 a.m., Sanctuary & Livestream 

We Gather 

Prelude      Improvisation on "Shall We Gather at the River" Richard Elliott  

Welcome and Concerns of the Church Dr. Sandy Hull 

 The Lord be with you.  And also with you! 

Introit I've Got Peace Like a River African American spiritual 

*Call to Worship  Paxtyn Sandeen 

One: Come and see: Jesus invites us to join him on the journey. 

All: We gather to follow Jesus wherever he leads us.  

One: I wonder what Jesus wants us to see. 

All: We see a table and baptismal font, reminders of God’s grace. 
One: I wonder whom Jesus wants us to see.  

All: We see God’s beloved children, gathered together to worship, 
and God’s beloved children on the margins, too often unseen, 
unheard, and uncared for.  

One: Come and see: we’re going on a journey—together, with our Lord.  

All: Let us worship the one who names and claims us through 

baptism and empowers and equips us to do God’s work in the 
world. 

*Hymn 39 Great is Thy Faithfulness FAITHFULNESS 



Refrain: 

Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness! 

Morning by morning, new mercies I see. 

All I have needed thy hand hath provide. 

Great is thy faithfulness, Lord unto me! 

Prayer of Confession (unison)  Rev. Lindsey Odom 

Merciful God, in baptism you joined us to the body of Christ, promising 

us forgiveness of sin and newness of life. But we fail to live as forgiven 

people. We keep destructive habits and hold grudges; we allow our 

past to hold us hostage and are reluctant to welcome newness. In your 

loving kindness, cleanse us from sin. Remind us of the promises you 

have made to us in baptism, so that we may live as your people, 

claimed in the waters of promise. 

Assurance of God’s Grace (Titus 3:4-5) Rev. Odom 



One: “When the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior 
appeared, he saved us, not because of any works of 

righteousness that we had done, but according to his mercy, 

through the water of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit.” 
Friends, hear and believe God’s good news: 

All: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven! 

*Response of Praise   

Baptized in water, sealed by the Spirit, dead in the tomb  

with Christ our King; one with his rising, freed and forgiven,  

thankfully now God's praises we sing. 

We Hear and Respond to the Word 

Church Family Moment Rebecca Guzman 

1. Story Connection: Today we are thinking about 

baptism and why it matters. Megan Argabrite at 

Storypath suggests that a helpful story is Always 

by Alison McGhee and Pascal Lemaitre. You can 

watch the readaloud here. In the story, a small 

dog protects the castle at all costs. When asked 

why, the answer is simple: “Because you live here.” This connects to 
Isaiah 42, where God promises a servant who will bring justice with 

gentleness, and to Matthew 3, where Jesus is baptized and named 

beloved. Jesus enters the water to show love, commitment, and 

care for the world God loves. 

2. Activity: At home, make a Baptism of Jesus Spinner from Flame 

Creative Kids Ministry. You print the paper, cut it out, and tape it 

over a straw or pencil. As you spin it, retell the story of Jesus’ 
baptism and remember the words God speaks over him. 

3. Craft: Create a self-portrait using whatever art supplies or 

household items you have at home. At the bottom of the picture, 

write the words, “God is proud of me.” 

4. Wonder Together: 

a. I wonder what it felt like for Jesus to hear God call him beloved. 

b. I wonder how baptism reminds us that we belong to God. 

c. I wonder how knowing you are beloved might change the way 

you treat others. 

d. I wonder who needs to know they are loved “always” this week. 

Children’s Liturgy Rebecca Guzman 

As the children four years old through third grade gather for 

Children’s Worship, the congregation is invited to sing (hymn no. 19): 

God of great and God of small, God of one and God of all, 

God of weak and God of strong, God to whom all things belong, 

Alleluia, alleluia, praise be to your name. 

https://cecestorypath.wordpress.com/2024/09/16/lectionary-links-sunday-january-9-2011/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Fz7EIr1zobg
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B0RweH-3RyI0Qkc4MWJGSTZUSnM/view?resourcekey=0-HJ7Mhb73jbBpxeaWusH3cg


Congregation: God be with you there. 

Children:   God be with you here. 

The children will return to join their families following the sermon. 

Prayer for Illumination  Rev. Melissa White 

First Reading Isaiah 42:1-4 Rev. White 

Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul 

delights; I have put my spirit upon him; he will bring forth justice to the 

nations. He will not cry or lift up his voice, or make it heard in the street; 

a bruised reed he will not break, and a dimly burning wick he will not 

quench; he will faithfully bring forth justice. He will not grow faint or be 

crushed until he has established justice in the earth; and the coastlands 

wait for his teaching. 

Anthem Come to the Water arr. Lynda Hasseler 

 Chancel Choir; Jane Royther, soprano; Ann Carney, piano 

O let all who thirst, let them come to the water. And let all who have 

nothing, let them come to the Lord: without money, without price. 

Why should you pay the price, except for the Lord? And let all who 

seek, let them come to the water. And let all who have nothing, 

let them come to the Lord: without money, without strife. Why should 

you spend your life, except for the Lord? And let all who toil, let them 

come to the water. And let all who are weary, let them come to the 

Lord: all who labor, without rest. How can your soul find rest, except 

for the Lord? And let all the poor, let them come to the water, 

bring the ones who are laden, bring them all to the Lord: bring the 

children without might. Easy the load and light: come to the Lord. 

Second Reading Matthew 3:13-17 Dr. Hull 

Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by 

him. John would have prevented him, saying, "I need to be baptized by 

you, and do you come to me?" But Jesus answered him, "Let it be so 

now; for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all righteousness." Then 

he consented. And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up 

from the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw 

the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him. And a 

voice from heaven said, "This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am 

well pleased." 

 This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God! 

Sermon Wet for What?   Dr. Hull 

*Hymn of Response   No. 482 

Baptized in water, sealed by the Spirit, 

marked with the sign of Christ our King; 

born of the Spirit, we are God's children; 

joyfully now God's praises we sing. 



*Renewal of Baptism 

One: Do you renounce evil, and its power in the world, which defies 
God’s righteousness and love? 

All: I do. 
One: Do you renounce the ways of sin that separate you from the love 

of God?   
All: I do. 
One: Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as your Lord and 

Savior?   
All: I do. 
One: Do you intend to be Christ’s faithful disciple, obeying his word 

and showing his love, to your life’s end?   
All: I do. 

*The Affirmation of Faith (unison)  The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and 

in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy 

Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he 

rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the 

right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to 

judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy 

catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the 

resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 

*The Lord’s Prayer  Dr. Hull 

. . . (unison) Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us 

this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 

debtors, and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 

thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

Ordination and Installation of Elders and Deacons 

Offering Invitation  Rev. White 

Offertory Baptism Paul Cardall 

As an alternative to the traditional offering plate, you may support the ministry of 

SMPC by giving online at www.smpchome.org/give or texting SMPC to 73256. 

*Doxology  No. 482 

Baptized in water, sealed by the Spirit, cleansed by the 

blood of Christ our King; heirs of salvation, trusting the promise, 

faithfully now God's praises we sing. 

*Prayer of Dedication  Ryan Wooley 

With grateful hearts we give you these gifts, O God, and with them we 

give you ourselves.  Amen.   

http://www.smpchome.org/give


We Go Out to Serve 

*Hymn 490 Wash, O God, Your Sons and Daughters BEACH SPRING 

  

*Charge and Benediction  Dr. Hull 

*Congregational Response   

(Cantor sings once, all repeat twice)  

We have put on Christ;  

in Christ we have been baptized. 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 Postlude Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing arr. Michael Burkhardt 

Worship Service Notes 

Leading Worship this Morning   

Dr. Sandy Hull, Transitional Pastor 

Rev. Lindsey Odom, Associate Pastor of Youth & Missions/Outreach 



Rev. Melissa White, Parish Associate for Congregational Care & 

Connection 

 Zach Bowyer, Director of Music & Organist 

 Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation 

 Chancel Choir; Jane Royther, soprano; Ann Carney, piano 

 Paxtyn Sandeen, Ryan Wooley, liturgists 

 Gayle Ireland, Clerk of Session 

A/V Team: Brad Alford, Luke Estes  

Ushers: Bob Cushman, Dan DeChant, Gena DeChant, Dick Engle, Jenny 

Gates, Bjorn Hansen 

Welcome Team: Donna Podgorny, Bob Williamson 

A brief Congregational Meeting will be held on Sunday, January 18 after 

the 10:10 am worship service to fulfill the State of North Carolina's legal 

requirement to hold an Annual Meeting of the Corporation. 

Welcome to South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church! If you are joining 

us in person or online, are a first-time visitor, a long-term member, or 

anything in between, we are glad that you are worshiping with us and 

we want to stay connected with you. To receive our emails, sent on 

Tuesday and Thursday mornings, contact Adrienne Jaquith, Office and 

Database Manager, adrienne@smpchome.org. Also, find us on 

Instagram: @southmeckpres and Facebook: 

@southmecklenburgpresbyterian. 

Interested in joining South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church? Our 

Session will gather to welcome new members on Sunday, January 25 at 

11:30 a.m. To learn more, contact Rev. Melissa White, Parish Associate, 

melissa@smpchome.org or 704-887-7488. 

Congregational Notes (as of January 8, 2025) 

Remember in Prayer 

• Joyce Highsmith, as she recovers from a concussion. 

• John Luby, as he undergoes treatment for leukemia. 

• All those affected by conflict, displacement, and unrest around the 

world and at home.  

• Our mission partners in Bayonnais, Haiti, that God’s peace, 
protection and justice may prevail amid the crisis, chaos, and 

despair engulfing their country. 

To join the prayer chain or send a prayer request: 

prayer@SMPChome.org. 

Elders, Class of 2028: 

Tony Castle, ordained and installed 

Kaitlyn Gaul, ordained and installed 

Leisa Lackey, installed 

Camdyn Sheeler, ordained and installed (class of 2026) 

mailto:melissa@smpchome.org
mailto:prayer@SMPChome.org


Dan Trimmer, ordained and installed 

Deacons, Class of 2027: 

Jimmy Galati, ordained and installed 

Kathy Garner, installed 

Clint Lackey, ordained and installed 

Courtney Ritchie, ordained and installed 

Russ Wenner, ordained and installed 

Debi Wheeler, ordained and installed 

 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE 

LICENSE, License #A-735003.  All rights reserved. 
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