
 

A Service of Worship 

Third Sunday after Epiphany 

January 25, 2026 

10:10 a.m., Sanctuary & Livestream 

We Gather 
*Please rise in body or in spirit. 

Prelude          Partita on "All Are Welcome": IV. Adagio Charles Lenz 

Welcome and Concerns of the Church Dr. Sandy Hull 

 The Lord be with you.  And also with you! 

Introit God, You Spin the Whirling Planets arr. Proulx 

*Call to Worship  Alayna Calderwood 

One: Children of God, welcome! 

All: We are welcomed to this place of love and grace. 

One: O magnify the Lord with me and let us exalt God’s name 
together. 

All: God invites all of us to be a part of this beloved community. 

One: God invites all of us to share in the good news: 

All: that we are welcome, just as we are, and we are loved, just as 

we are. In gratitude for all of this, let us worship God. 

*Hymn 624 I Greet Thee, Who My Sure Redeemer Art TOULON 



 

 

Prayer of Confession (unison)  Rev. Melissa White 

Merciful God, by your Spirit you have made us one body.  Yet we fall 

short of your ideal.  We are prone to judge one another.  Pride and 

petty differences disrupt our relationships.  Our need to be right 

supersedes our calling to be Christ-like.  Forgive us, we humbly pray, 

and reshape us, individually and corporately, to live in unity and so to 

model your love for a love-starved world. Amen. 

Assurance of God’s Grace  Rev. White 

 



*Response of Praise  No. 582, stanza 1 

Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me, 

and to the Son, whose grace has pardoned me, 

and to the Spirit, whose love has set me free. 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen. 

We Hear and Respond to the Word 

Church Family Moment Rebecca Guzman 

1. Story Connection: Watch the author 

presentation of Becoming Me by Martin 

Boroson. This story resists simple explanations 

and is written for both children and adults. 

Because this is not a Christian book, it gives us a 

good opportunity to wonder together about how 

its ideas are similar to, and different from, what we believe about 

God, creation, and community. You may find this conversation guide 

helpful as you reflect together: 

2. Creative Challenge: Imagine that every person reflects a different 

color of God’s world. Gather 16 crayons or markers (or as many 
different colors as you can find) and challenge one another to create 

a picture that uses every single color. Talk about how each color 

adds something important to the whole image, just as every person 

adds something important to our community. 

3. Game: Play a game of “Keepy Uppy” using a balloon. The goal is 
simple: work together to keep the balloon from touching the 

ground. Everyone has the same purpose, and everyone’s 
participation matters. After you play, talk about how today’s 
scriptures remind us that we are created for relationship and that 

Jesus prays for us to be one. 

4. Wonder Together: 

a. I wonder why God said it was not good for us to be alone. 

b. I wonder what Jesus meant when he prayed that we would all 

be one. 

c. I wonder what each person adds to our community. 

d. I wonder how we can live more connected to one another this 

week.  

Children’s Liturgy Rebecca Guzman 

As the children four years old through third grade gather for 

Children’s Worship, the congregation is invited to sing (hymn no. 19): 

God of great and God of small, God of one and God of all, 

God of weak and God of strong, God to whom all things belong, 

Alleluia, alleluia, praise be to your name. 

Congregation: God be with you there. 

Children:   God be with you here. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ljt3MrtxWMM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ljt3MrtxWMM
https://www.becomingme.com/reading-guide


The children will return to join their families following the sermon. 

Prayer for Illumination  Rev. White 

First Reading John 17:20-26 Rev. White 

 "I ask not only on behalf of these, but also on behalf of those who will 

believe in me through their word, that they may all be one. As you, 

Father, are in me and I am in you, may they also be in us, so that the 

world may believe that you have sent me. The glory that you have given 

me I have given them, so that they may be one, as we are one, I in them 

and you in me, that they may become completely one, so that the world 

may know that you have sent me and have loved them even as you 

have loved me. Father, I desire that those also, whom you have given 

me, may be with me where I am, to see my glory, which you have given 

me because you loved me before the foundation of the world. 

"Righteous Father, the world does not know you, but I know you; and 

these know that you have sent me. I made your name known to them, 

and I will make it known, so that the love with which you have loved me 

may be in them, and I in them." 

Anthem Weave Us In Community Karen Marrolli 

Chancel Choir; Ann Carney, piano 

Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost, come and dwell within our hearts today. 

Dispel the idols we love most, and lead us on the servant way. 

We tend toward war and bend toward will while you ask us  

to break the sword and spear. 

Now let your song grow louder still: O melody of peace, draw near! 

As varied voices blend and ring in harmony, your voice is heard. 

So let our actions also sing a song of hearts and souls now stirred. 

Now, subject to each other’s needs, each other’s joys, each other’s load, 
we follow where the Spirit leads, to heal and offer grace bestowed. 

When threads of love have come undone, O threefold God of unity, 

Sew up our tatters, one by one, and weave us in community. 

Second Reading Genesis 2:18-25 Dr. Hull 

Then the Lord God said, "It is not good that the man should be alone; I 

will make him a helper as his partner." So out of the ground the Lord God 

formed every animal of the field and every bird of the air, and brought 

them to the man to see what he would call them; and whatever the man 

called every living creature, that was its name. The man gave names to 

all cattle, and to the birds of the air, and to every animal of the field; but 

for the man there was not found a helper as his partner. So the Lord God 

caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and he slept; then he took one 

of his ribs and closed up its place with flesh. And the rib that the Lord God 

had taken from the man he made into a woman and brought her to the 

man. Then the man said, "This at last is bone of my bones and flesh of my 

flesh; this one shall be called Woman, for out of Man this one was taken. 

"Therefore a man leaves his father and his mother and clings to his wife, 



and they become one flesh. And the man and his wife were both naked, 

and were not ashamed. 

 This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God! 

Sermon “God’s Favorite Number”   Dr. Hull 

*The Affirmation of Faith (unison) The Belhar Confession 

 Rev. Lindsey Odom 

We believe that Christ’s work of reconciliation is made manifest in the 
church as the community of believers who have been reconciled with 

God and with one another.  Unity is, therefore, both a gift and an 

obligation for the church of Jesus Christ.  Through the working of God’s 
Spirit, it is a binding force, yet simultaneously a reality which must be 

earnestly pursued and sought, one which the people of God must 

continually be built up to attain. This unity must become visible so that 

the world may believe that separation, enmity, and hatred between 

people and groups is sin which Christ has already conquered, and 

accordingly that anything which threatens this unity may have no place 

in the church and must be resisted. 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer Rev. Odom 

. . . (unison) Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this 

day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors, 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 

the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

Offering Invitation  Rev. Odom 

Offertory You Are My All in All arr. Joel Raney 

Laura Schelhammer, flute 

As an alternative to the traditional offering plate, you may support the ministry of 

SMPC by giving online at www.smpchome.org/give or texting SMPC to 73256. 

*Doxology  No. 606 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, 

all creatures here below; praise him above ye heavenly host; 

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

*Prayer of Dedication  Alayna Calderwood 

Gracious God, you have created us for community and blessed us so 

that we might bless others. Receive these gifts as signs of our gratitude, 

and receive our offerings, time, and talents for the building up of your 

beloved community. Amen.   

We Go Out to Serve 

*Hymn 301 Let Us Build a House TWO OAKS 

 

http://www.smpchome.org/give


 

*Charge and Benediction  Dr. Hull 

*Congregational Response   No. 23, stanza 3 

God, your word is still creating, calling us to life made new. 

Now reveal to us fresh vistas where there's work to dare and do. 

Keep us clear of all distortion. Polish us with loving care. 

Thus, new creatures in your image, we'll proclaim Christ everywhere. 



Postlude  Partita on "All Are Welcome" Charles Lenz 

I. Maestoso, VII. Final - Dance 

Worship Service Notes 

Leading Worship this Morning   

Dr. Sandy Hull, Transitional Pastor 

Rev. Lindsey Odom, Associate Pastor of Youth & Missions/Outreach 

Rev. Melissa White, Parish Associate for Congregational Care & 

Connection 

 Zach Bowyer, Director of Music & Organist 

 Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation 

 Chancel Choir  

 Ann Carney, piano 

 Alayna Calderwood, liturgist 

A/V Team: Dylan Booker, Chris Wilcox  

Ushers: Andy Burke, Tom Klecker, Tom Schorr, Carol Watkins, Jim 

Williams, Michael Zagora 

Welcome Team: Grace Wooley, Ryan Wooley, Kari Wooley, Amy Zagora 

This Sunday is the first in a three-sermon series, “Building Beautiful 
Relationships.” The next two sermons will be “The Freedom of 
Forgiveness” on February 1 and “Jesus’ Guidelines for Relationship 
Repair” on February 15. 

Part 1 of the constitution of the Presbyterian Church (USA) is the Book of 

Confessions, which contains twelve statements of faith from various 

times and places throughout the history of the Christian church.  The 

Confession of Belhar, from which this morning’s affirmation of faith is 
taken, was developed in South Africa in the 1980s to express the church’s 
opposition to apartheid. 

Join the Welcome Team! Our Welcome Team members 

are often the first  point of contact for those attending 

our worship services and special events. Friendly faces 

are always welcome to serve! Sign up via QR code. 

Contact: Kathy Galati, kathyhg118@yahoo.com. 

Interested in joining South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church? Our 

Session will gather to welcome new members today at 11:30 a.m. To 

learn more, contact Rev. Melissa White, Parish Associate, 

melissa@smpchome.org or 704-887-7488. 

 

Congregational Notes (as of January 22, 2025) 

Remember in Prayer 

• Barbara Goodman as she recovers from a fall. 

• Juliann Cunningham as she recovers from surgery. 

mailto:kathyhg118@yahoo.com
mailto:melissa@smpchome.org


• Harry Lorenzo as he recovers from surgery. 

• Gordon Kay as he recovers from surgery. 

• All those affected by conflict, displacement, and unrest around the 

world and at home.  

• Our mission partners in Bayonnais, Haiti, that God’s peace, 
protection and justice may prevail amid the crisis, chaos, and 

despair engulfing their country. 

To join the prayer chain or send a prayer request: 

prayer@SMPChome.org. 

Church Office Hours:   

Monday – Thursday: 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.  

Friday: Closed 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE 

LICENSE, License #A-735003.  All rights reserved. 
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