
 

A Service of Worship  

Fifth Sunday after Epiphany 

Youth Sunday 

February 8, 2026 

10:10 a.m., Sanctuary & Livestream 
*Please rise in body or in spirit. 

We Gather 

Prelude Welcome Mark Miller 

Welcome and Concerns of the Church Rev. Lindsey Odom 

 The Lord be with you.  And also with you! 

Introit Rain Down Jaime Cortez  

*Call to Worship    Alayna Calderwood,  

   Hannah Heath, Paxtyn Sandeen 

One:  See what love God has given us, 

All:  that we should be called children of God. 

One: And that is what we are. 

All: For each of us is created 

One: with gifts to share, 

All:  to reflect God’s goodness, 
One: and to live as signs of God’s hope, peace, love, and justice; 
All: just as we are. 

One: Because just as we are, 

All: God names us and claims us beloved. 

One: Just as we are, 

All: God nourishes us. 

One: Just as we are, 

All: God sends us into the world to serve. 

One: In the eyes of God, 

All: we are endlessly enough! Let us worship God, Amen! 



*Hymn 366 Love Divine, All Loves Excelling HYFRYDOL 



Prayer of Confession (unison) Tuuli Ritchie, Lilliana Smigiel 

God of love, you call us your children and name us beloved with a love 

wider than we can comprehend. Yet we confess that we do not always 

live like people who belong to you. We forget our identity and 

measure our worth against others, shaping our lives more by 

insecurity than by your hope. We chase acceptance and hide beneath 

shame and fear, forgetting that you have already claimed us as your 

own. We resist the transforming work of Christ within us and struggle 

to trust your grace. Forgive us, O God. Cleanse what is impure in us, 

and shape us by the hope and humility of Christ. We confess these 

things trusting not in ourselves, but in your abundant love.   

Assurance of God’s Grace Lilliana Smigiel 

One: The good news is this: God has claimed us as beloved children. We 

are created with purpose and are endlessly enough. God knows 

us fully and never gives up on us. When we confess our sin, our 

gracious and loving God forgives and sets us free. Friends, believe 

the good news of the Gospel,  

All: In Jesus Christ, we are loved and forgiven. Thanks be to God. 

Amen. 

*Response of Praise  No. 582, stanza 1 

Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me, 

and to the Son, whose grace has pardoned me, 

and to the Spirit, whose love has set me free. 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen. 

 We Hear and Respond to the Word 

Church Family Moment  Lacey Cook 

1. Story Connection: As a family, watch or read I Am 

Enough by Grace Byers. After reading, share 

together how this story connects with 1 John 3:1, 

which says, “See what love God has given us, that 
we should be called children of God; and that is 

what we are.” Talk about how both the story and 
scripture remind us that we are God’s children just as we are, held in 
love, growing in hope, endlessly enough. 

2. Game: Have everyone crouch down small like seeds. One person calls 

out the phrases while everyone moves. When you hear “Held in 
love,” hug yourself. When you hear “Children of God,” stand tall. 
When you hear “Growing in hope,” slowly stretch up high. When you 
hear “Just as you are,” freeze. Take turns calling out the phrases and 
mix them up. After playing, notice all the different frozen poses and 

name together that none of them are wrong. This shows us there is 

no one right way to be God’s child.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TlH6f70KvNs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TlH6f70KvNs


3. Craft: Work together on an “I Am Enough” craft. Invite each person 
to decorate their page by drawing or writing words about who they 

are — things they enjoy, gifts they see in themselves, people who 

love them, and hopes they carry. As you create, remind one another 

that this is not about making something perfect. It is about 

celebrating who God has already made you to be: children of God, 

held in love, growing in hope, endlessly enough. 

4. Wonder Together: 

a) I wonder what it feels like to be held in love 

b) I wonder where you notice yourself growing in hope. 

c) I wonder when it is hardest to remember, “I am enough.” 

d) I wonder who might need to hear that truth from you this week. 

Children’s Liturgy Lacey Cook 

As the children four years old through third grade gather for 

Children’s Worship, the congregation is invited to sing (hymn no. 19): 

God of great and God of small, God of one and God of all, 

God of weak and God of strong, God to whom all things belong, 

Alleluia, alleluia, praise be to your name. 

Congregation: God be with you there. 

Children:   God be with you here. 

The children will return to join their families following the sermon. 

Prayer for Illumination  Jake Zagora 

First Reading  Austin Stockstill, Blake Stockstill 

Psalm 34:1-10, 22 

I will bless the Lord at all times; his praise shall continually be in my 

mouth. My soul makes its boast in the Lord; let the humble hear and be 

glad. O magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt his name together. I 

sought the Lord, and he answered me, and delivered me from all my 

fears. Look to him, and be radiant; so your faces shall never be ashamed. 

This poor soul cried, and was heard by the Lord, and was saved from 

every trouble. The angel of the Lord encamps around those who fear him, 

and delivers them. O taste and see that the Lord is good; happy are those 

who take refuge in him. O fear the Lord, you his holy ones, for those who 

fear him have no want. The young lions suffer want and hunger, but 

those who seek the Lord lack no good thing. The Lord redeems the life of 

his servants; none of those who take refuge in him will be condemned.  

Anthem Umoja Tunaimba Victor Johnson 

 Jubilate Choir; Charleston Bates, soloist; Blythe Kinsey, piano 

Umoja tunaimba! United we sing! Umoja tunaimba!  

We stand as one in unity! We lift our voices and we join our hearts 

singing songs of justice and peace.  

We stand together as the  

children of God bringing hope to humanity. 

Imbakwa amani! Imbakwa furaha! Imbawka upendo! Imba! 

We will sing for peace! We will sing of joy! 



We will sing for love! We will sing! 

Second Reading 1 John 3:1-3 Mason Briganti 

See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children 

of God; and that is what we are. The reason the world does not know us 

is that it did not know him. Beloved, we are God's children now; what we 

will be has not yet been revealed. What we do know is this: when he is 

revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as he is. And all who 

have this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure. 

One: This is the word of the Lord. 

All: Thanks be to God. 

Reflections Haley Davis  

 Judah Estes  

 Elizabeth Glover 

 Caroline Guy 

*The Affirmation of Faith (unison)  A Brief Statement of Faith (27-51) 

  Hannah Angerer, Skye Palmer 

We trust in God, whom Jesus called Abba, Father. In sovereign love 

God created the world good and makes everyone equally in God’s 
image, male and female, of every race and people, to live as one 

community. But we rebel against God; we hide from our Creator. 

Ignoring God’s commandments, we violate the image of God in others 
and ourselves, accept lies as truth, exploit neighbor and nature, and 

threaten death to the planet entrusted to our care. We deserve God’s 

condemnation. Yet God acts with justice and mercy to redeem 

creation. Like a mother who will not forsake her nursing child, like a 

father who runs to welcome the prodigal home, God is faithful still. 

Amen.    

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer  

 Owen Bickett, Jordan Booker, Grace Wooley 

(Refrain) We are children of God, just as we are, held in love, growing 

in hope, endlessly enough. 

. . . (unison) Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this 

day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors, 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 

the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

Offering Invitation  Thomas Hall, Braxton Kasmer 

Offertory We Are Enough Lenora and Hannah Rand 

(Please join in singing the chorus below) 

You are enough. I am enough. 

Breathe in the love; we are enough. 

You are enough. I am enough. 

Breathe in the love; we are enough. 



As an alternative to the traditional offering plate, you may support the ministry of 

SMPC by giving online at www.smpchome.org/give or texting SMPC to 73256. 

*Doxology 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, 

all creatures here below; praise him above ye heavenly host; 

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

*Prayer of Dedication  Julia Nancarrow, Caitlin Vaughan 

God of abundant love, we give these gifts as your beloved children, 

knowing that in your grace we are already enough. Receive them as 

signs of our shared life and love together as your church; called to sing 

and pray, to greet and give thanks, to wonder, to worship, and to 

serve. Use our gifts for your glory and for the good of our community 

and world. Purify our hearts, multiply what we offer, and continue to 

make us new in Christ. In the name of Jesus Christ, we pray. Amen. 

We Go Out to Serve 

*Hymn 543 God, Be the Love to Search and Keep Me GREEN TYLER 

(Stanzas 1 – 4) 

*Charge and Benediction  Lily Claire Jacobus 

*Congregational Response  Hymn 543, stanza 5 

Christ in the eyes of all who see me, 

Christ in the ears that hear my voice, 

Christ in the hearts of all who know me: 

O Christ, surround me; O Christ, surround me. 

Postlude Wedding Day at Troldhaugen Edvard Grieg 

Alec White, piano 

http://www.smpchome.org/give


Worship Service Notes 

Leading Worship this Morning   

 Rev. Lindsey Odom, Associate Pastor of Youth and Missions/Outreach

 Zach Bowyer, Director of Music and Organist  

Senior Speakers: Haley Davis, Judah Estes, Elizabeth Glover, Caroline 
Guy  
Liturgists: Hannah Angerer, Owen Bickett, Jordan Booker, Mason 
Briganti, Alayna Calderwood, Thomas Hall, Hannah Heath, Lily Claire 
Jacobus, Braxton Kasmer, Austin Stockstill, Blake Stockstill, Julia 
Nancarrow, Skye Palmer, Tuuli Ritchie, Paxtyn Sandeen, Lilliana Smigiel, 
Caitlin Vaughan, Grace Wooley, Jake Zagora 

Music: Jubilate Choir; Charleston Bates, soloist; Blythe Kinsey, piano; Alec 

White, piano  

Art Group: Charleston Bates, Alexa Cannon, Dylan Davis, Haley Davis, 
Judah Estes, Luke Estes, Elizabeth Glover, Emery Hicks, Lily Claire 
Jacobus, Colin Lee, Katherine Kuszmar, Fiona Rawlings, Camdyn Sheeler 
(Youth Elder) 
A/V Team: Brad Alford, Luke Estes  

Children’s Worship Leaders: Madilyn Boyes, Emily Mitchell, Julia 
Nancarrow, Caitlin Vaughan, Grace Wooley 

Church Family Moment: created in collaboration with Lacey Cook and 
Katie Gravender 

Cookies and Lemonade Hosts: Julia Nancarrow, Caitlin Vaughan, Grace 
Wooley 

Ushers: Hannah Angerer, Savannah Brown, Natalie Guy, Felix Jaynes, 

James Martin, Emily Mitchell, Graeme Mitchell, Austin Stockstill, Blake 

Stockstill, Miles Ullman 

Welcome Team: Owen Bickett, Alayna Calderwood, Siena Carr, Gracie 

Carreira, Anderson Greeson, Julia Greeson, Nolan Greeson, Clara 

Guzman, Paxtyn Sandeen, Jake Zagora  

The flowers in the sanctuary today are given to the Glory of God and in 

memory of Stephen Clark.  

Welcome to South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church! If you are joining 

us in person or online, are a first-time visitor, a long-term member, or 

anything in between, we are glad that you are worshiping with us and we 

want to stay connected with you. To receive our emails, sent on Tuesday 

and Thursday mornings, contact Adrienne Jaquith, Office and Database 

Manager, adrienne@smpchome.org. Also, find us on Instagram: 

@southmeckpres and Facebook: @southmecklenburgpresbyterian. 

Interested in joining South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church? Our 

Session will gather to welcome new members Sunday, February 22, at 

11:30 a.m. To learn more, contact Rev. Melissa White, Parish Associate, 

melissa@smpchome.org or 704-887-7488. 



Congregational Notes (as of February 4, 2025) 

Remember in Prayer 

• All those affected by conflict, displacement, and unrest around the 

world and at home.  

• Our mission partners in Bayonnais, Haiti, that God’s peace, protection 
and justice may prevail amid the crisis, chaos, and despair engulfing 

their country. 

To join the prayer chain or send a prayer request: 

prayer@SMPChome.org 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, 

License #A-735003.  All rights reserved. 
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