
 

A Service of Worship 

Second Sunday of Lent 

March 1, 2026 

10:10 a.m., Sanctuary & Livestream 
*Please rise in body or in spirit. 

We Gather 

Prelude Make Me A Servant Kelly Willard 

Welcome and Concerns of the Church Dr. Sandy Hull 

 The Lord be with you.  And also with you!  

Moment for Mission  Clara Guzman 

Introit For the Life That You Have Given Carl Daw Jr. 

Call to Worship  Rev. Lindsey Odom 

One: People of God, why are we here today? 

All: We are called by God to love, to serve, and to follow Christ. 

One: God has gifted each of us for the work of love in our world. 

All: We each have gifts to offer in service to God and to our 

neighbors. 

One: When we serve others, we catch a glimpse of God’s kingdom 
among us. 

All: Open our eyes, O Lord, to see where we are needed. 

One: God calls us to lives shaped by hope, peace, justice, and love. 

All: Help us to use our gifts faithfully and joyfully. 

One: Let us prepare our hearts to serve in Christ’s name. 
All: With grateful hearts, we go where God sends us. Amen. 

*Hymn 314 Christ, Be Our Light CHRIST, BE OUR LIGHT 

(stanza 1: all, stanza 2: high voices, stanza 3: low voices,  

stanzas 4-5 all; refrain: all each time) 

 



 

Prayer of Confession (unison)   Dr. Hull 

Lord Jesus, you came not to be served, but to serve, and you have called 

us to be like you.  But we resist serving; we would much rather be 

served.  Serving is hard and inconvenient and messy.  We don’t always 
like the people we’re called to serve.  Sometimes we think they don’t 
deserve to be served.  Forgive us, by your mercy.  Take away our 

distorted perspective so that we can see with the eyes of Jesus and 

serve as the hands of Jesus.  Amen. 

Assurance of God’s Grace (Isaiah 44:22) Dr. Hull 

One: “I have swept away your transgression like a cloud,” says the Lord, 
“and your sins like the morning mist; return to me, for I have 
redeemed you.”  Friends, hear and believe God’s good news! 

All: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven! 

*Response of Praise  No. 447 



We are forgiven. We are forgiven. 

Thanks be to God. Thanks be to God. 

(sing twice) 

We Hear and Respond to the Word 

Church Family Moment Rebecca Guzman 

1. Story Connection: Listen to a readaloud of Last 

Stop on Market Street. In this story, CJ feels 

bored and frustrated about spending his Sunday 

afternoon helping at a soup kitchen with his 

Nana. But along their bus ride, Nana gently helps 

him see beauty, possibility, and connection all 

around him. By the end of the story, CJ takes his place behind the 

serving table with a joyful heart. When Nana says, “Sometimes 
when you’re surrounded by dirt, CJ, you’re a better witness for 
what’s beautiful,” what do you think she means? Why do you think 

CJ was glad they came to serve? (Credit Beth Lyon-Suhring with 

StoryPath). 

2. Learning Compassion: For older children, teens, or adults, try the 

online Poverty Simulator developed by Urban Ministries of Durham. 

Part of what helps us grow in compassion is learning what it feels 

like to live without enough. As you explore this activity, reflect on 

what you learn and how Jesus might invite you to respond. 

3. Craft: Print the mini book about serving others here. First, fold the 

paper in half, lengthwise. Then fold it back and forth like a fan to 

form the book. Color in the pictures and keep it somewhere to 

remind you to love God by serving others 

4. Wonder Together:  

a. I wonder what it means to be “moved with compassion.” 

b. I wonder why serving sometimes feels hard at first. 

c. I wonder what Jesus noticed when he looked at people in need. 

d. I wonder how our actions can bring healing and hope to others.  

Children’s Liturgy Rebecca Guzman 

As the children four years old through third grade gather for 

Children’s Worship, the congregation is invited to sing (hymn no. 399): 

God welcomes all, strangers and friends; 

God’s love is strong and it never ends.  
(sing twice) 

Congregation: God be with you there. 

Children:   God be with you here. 

The children will return to join their families following the sermon. 

Prayer for Illumination  Dr. Hull 

First Reading Isaiah 58:6–12 Dr. Hull 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sEyxiUUbj8k
https://cecestorypath.wordpress.com/2024/09/15/last-stop-on-market-street/
https://playspent.org/html/
https://www.canva.com/design/DAHCLP1PF0A/Tz83SMuMuFieQ5GzGGmrpA/view?utm_content=DAHCLP1PF0A&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=h8f114a907a


Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of injustice, to undo 

the thongs of the yoke, to let the oppressed go free, and to break every 

yoke? Is it not to share your bread with the hungry, and bring the 

homeless poor into your house; when you see the naked, to cover them, 

and not to hide yourself from your own kin? Then your light shall break 

forth like the dawn, and your healing shall spring up quickly; your 

vindicator shall go before you, the glory of the Lord shall be your rear 

guard. Then you shall call, and the Lord will answer; you shall cry for help, 

and he will say, Here I am. If you remove the yoke from among you, the 

pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil, if you offer your food to the 

hungry and satisfy the needs of the afflicted, then your light shall rise in 

the darkness and your gloom be like the noonday. The Lord will guide you 

continually, and satisfy your needs in parched places, and make your 

bones strong; and you shall be like a watered garden, like a spring of 

water, whose waters never fail. Your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt; you 

shall raise up the foundations of many generations; you shall be called 

the repairer of the breach, the restorer of streets to live in. 

Anthem Children of God Mark Hayes 

Chancel Choir; Kyle Gavagan, trumpet; Blythe Kinsey, piano; William 

Rose, percussion 

Children of God, children of God, we shall be called the children of God. 

Loving the world, sharing God’s peace, we shall be called the children of God. 
With eyes full of compassion for the multitudes, hands to touch the lepers  

and the lame, arms to hold the hurting and the prodigals, offer love and  

peace in Jesus’ name! Listen to the empty cries of loneliness, souls imprisoned,  
yearning for release. Drawing from the fullness of the Savior’s love,  

 offer gifts of fellowship and peace. Speak a word of love to the wounded  

heart; to the troubled spirit whisper peace. Happy are the ones who share  

the love of God, knowing that God’s love will never cease! 
We are God’s children, yes, we are God’s children! 

Second Reading Mark 1:40–45 Rev. Odom 

A leper came to him begging him, and kneeling he said to him, "If you 

choose, you can make me clean." Moved with pity, Jesus stretched out 

his hand and touched him, and said to him, "I do choose. Be made clean!" 

Immediately the leprosy left him, and he was made clean. After sternly 

warning him he sent him away at once, saying to him, "See that you say 

nothing to anyone; but go, show yourself to the priest, and offer for your 

cleansing what Moses commanded, as a testimony to them." But he went 

out and began to proclaim it freely, and to spread the word, so that Jesus 

could no longer go into a town openly, but stayed out in the country; and 

people came to him from every quarter. 

 This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God! 

Sermon Moved with Compassion Rev. Odom 

The Spiritual Practice of Serving 



*The Affirmation of Faith (unison) A Brief Statement of Faith 

  Rev. Melissa White 

In life and in death, we belong to God. Through the grace of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, we 

trust in the one triune God, the Holy One of Israel, whom alone we 

worship and serve. We trust in Jesus Christ, fully human, fully God. Jesus 

proclaimed the reign of God: preaching good news to the poor and 

release to the captives, teaching by word and deed and blessing the 

children, healing the sick and binding up the brokenhearted, eating with 

outcasts, forgiving sinners, and calling all to repent and believe the 

gospel. In a broken and fearful world, the Spirit gives us courage to pray 

without ceasing, to witness among all peoples to Christ as Lord and 

Savior, to unmask idolatries in Church and culture, to hear the voices of 

peoples long silenced, and to work with others for justice, freedom, and 

peace. In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, we strive to serve 

Christ in our daily tasks and to live holy and joyful lives, even as we 

watch for God’s new heaven and new earth, praying, “Come, Lord 
Jesus!” With believers in every time and place, we rejoice that nothing 
in life or in death can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus 

our Lord. Amen. 

Offering Invitation  Rev. White  

Offertory God Has Work for Us to Do Mark Miller 

As an alternative to the traditional offering plate, you may support the ministry of 

SMPC by giving online at www.smpchome.org/give or texting SMPC to 73256. 

*Lenten Doxology  FINLANDIA 

O suffering Jesus, in these forty days. 

We view your sorrow, share in your distress. 

Our Lenten songs are filled with muted praise; 

Yet by your passion, we are truly blessed. 

Praise to our God, and praise to you, the Son! 

Praise to the Spirit, our God, Three in One. 

Celebration of the Lord’s Supper 

Invitation to the Table  Dr. Hull 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and the Lord’s Prayer Rev. White 

One: The Lord be with you.  

Many: And also with you. 

One: Lift up your hearts.   

Many: We lift them to the Lord. 

One:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

Many: It is right to give our thanks and praise. (Pastor’s prayer) 
. . . (unison) Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this 

http://www.smpchome.org/give


day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is 

the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

The Words of Institution Rev. White, Dr. Hull 

The Bread and the Cup  

You are invited to come forward (see diagram) to receive the elements of 

communion by intinction.  When receiving the elements by intinction, you are 
invited to take a piece of bread, dip it into the cup, and return to your seat. If 
you are not able to come forward, you will be served at your seat. Servers with 
gluten-free elements are located at the back of the sanctuary. 

Communion of the People 

 At the Table, All Are Equal David Bjorlin 

The Prayer after Communion  Dr. Hull 

We Go Out to Serve 

*Hymn 761 Called as Partners in Christ's Service BEECHER 



 

 

*Charge and Benediction  Rev. Odom 

*Congregational Response   No. 700, stanza 1 

I’m gonna live so God can use me anywhere, Lord, anytime! 

I’m gonna live so God can use me anywhere, Lord, anytime! 

Postlude  The Beatitudes Roberta Rowland-Raybold 

VII. Blessed are the Peacemakers 

 

 

 



Worship Service Notes 

Leading Worship this Morning   

Rev. Lindsey Odom, Associate Pastor of Youth & Missions/Outreach 

Dr. Sandy Hull, Transitional Pastor 

Rev. Melissa White, Parish Associate for Congregational Care & 

Connection  

 Zach Bowyer, Director of Music & Organist  

 Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation 

Chancel Choir; Kyle Gavagan, trumpet; Blythe Kinsey, piano; William 

Rose, percussion 

A/V Team: Kari Case 

Ushers: Andrew Brown, Andrew Gaul, Judy Jones, Craig Parrish, Donna 

Podgorny, Bob Williamson 

Welcome Team: David Gaines, Lorri Hattenhauer, Bill Ramsey, Austin 

Stockstill, Blake Stockstill 

Welcome to South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church! If you are joining 

us in person or online, are a first-time visitor, a long-term member, or 

anything in between, we are glad that you are worshiping with us and we 

want to stay connected with you. To receive our emails, sent on Tuesday 

and Thursday mornings, contact Adrienne Jaquith, Office and Database 

Manager, adrienne@smpchome.org. Also, find us on Instagram: 

@southmeckpres and Facebook: @southmecklenburgpresbyterian. 

Interested in joining South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church? Our 

Session will gather to welcome new members Sunday, March 22, at 11:30 

a.m. To learn more, contact Rev. Melissa White, Parish Associate, 

melissa@smpchome.org or 704-887-7488. 

Congregational Notes (as of February 26, 2025) 

Remember in Prayer 

• Nancy Guy, as she recovers from surgery. 

• All those affected by conflict, displacement, and unrest around the 

world and at home.  

• Our mission partners in Bayonnais, Haiti, that God's abundant love, 

grace, and mercy would bring peace and protection, provide daily 

bread, and grant safety, justice and hope amidst ongoing crisis in 

their country 

• That God would guide us to serve others with compassion within 

our church, our community, and our world; to seek justice, mercy, 

and love in all that we do. 

To join the prayer chain or send a prayer request:  

prayer@SMPChome.org 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE 

LICENSE, License #A-735003.  All rights reserved. 
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