
 

A Service of Worship 

Fourth Sunday in Lent 

March 15, 2026 

10:10 a.m., Sanctuary & Livestream 
*Please rise in body or in spirit. 

We Gather 

Prelude          Nearer, My God, To Thee Lowell Mason 

Welcome and Concerns of the Church Dr. Sandy Hull 

 The Lord be with you.  And also with you! 

Introit Go Down Moses arr. Bragi Valsson 

Jordan Booker, tenor saxophone 

Call to Worship  Haley Davis 

One: We gather in worship called to follow Jesus with our whole lives. 

All: We offer ourselves as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God. 

One: Renew our hearts and minds, O God. 

All: Help us listen for your faithful voice. 

One: Lead us to discern what is good and pleasing in your will, for our 

lives, for this congregation, and for how we are called to love and 

serve.  

All: Guide our worship and our daily living. Amen. 

*Hymn 687 Our God, Our Help in Ages Past ST. ANNE 

(stanzas 1-3: all; stanza 4: choir only; stanzas 5-6: all) 



 

 

Prayer of Confession (unison)  Rev. Lindsey Odom 

Holy God, we confess that we do not always listen for your voice. We 

rely on our own understanding and follow paths shaped by comfort 

and convenience rather than placing our trust, hope, and faith in you. 

We are slow to seek your guidance, slow to accept your leading, and 

hesitant to follow when your call challenges us. We close ourselves off 

from your wisdom and resist the work of your Spirit within us. Forgive 

us, O God. By your grace, teach us to discern what is good and pleasing 

to you, that we may live in ways that bring glory to you and reflect the 

love of Christ. Amen. 

Assurance of God’s Grace  Rev. Odom 



One: Hear the good news: God is gracious and merciful, slow to anger 

and abounding in steadfast love. In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.  

All:  Thanks be to God. Amen. 

*Response of Praise  No. 447 

We are forgiven. We are forgiven. 

Thanks be to God. Thanks be to God. 

(sing twice) 

We Hear and Respond to the Word 

Church Family Moment Rebecca Guzman 

1. Prayer Practice: Try this child-friendly version of 

the Examen prayer, a practice that helps us 

notice where God has been present in our day. 

This activity uses beads and simple questions to 

guide reflection. As you pray, think about 

moments when you felt close to God and 

moments when you struggled to notice God’s presence. Our older 
kids made these in BAM recently. 

2. Story Connection: Listen to the story Where Are You, God? by Laura 

Alary. This story invites us to wonder where God might be present in 

ordinary moments. As you listen, think about times when God felt 

easy to notice and times when God seemed hidden. How does 

thinking about where God is invite us to learn from God’s wisdom? 
A conversation guide for families is here. 

3. Game: Play a game of “Follow the Guide.” One person closes their 
eyes while another gently guides them around the room using only 

their voice. Afterward, switch roles. Talk about how it felt to trust 

someone’s guidance, and how listening carefully can help us notice 

where God might be leading us. 

4. Wonder Together: 

a. I wonder how we can learn to listen for God’s guidance. 
b. I wonder why it is sometimes hard to know what God wants us 

to do. 

c. I wonder what helps you notice God’s presence in your day. 

Children’s Liturgy Rebecca Guzman 

As the children four years old through third grade gather for 

Children’s Worship, the congregation is invited to sing (hymn no. 399): 

God welcomes all, strangers and friends; 

God’s love is strong and it never ends.  
(sing twice) 

Congregation: God be with you there. 

Children:   God be with you here. 

The children will return to join their families following the sermon. 

https://www.illustratedministry.com/2025/beaded-examen-prayer-for-kids/
https://www.illustratedministry.com/2025/beaded-examen-prayer-for-kids/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZsLGTrkMCwE
https://www.pcusastore.com/Content/Site119/FilesSamples/192939WhereAreY_00000168678.pdf


Prayer for Illumination  Rev. Odom 

First Reading Mark 1:29-39 Rev. Odom 

As soon as they left the synagogue, they entered the house of Simon and 

Andrew, with James and John. Now Simon's mother-in-law was in bed 

with a fever, and they told him about her at once. He came and took her 

by the hand and lifted her up. Then the fever left her, and she began to 

serve them. That evening, at sundown, they brought to him all who were 

sick or possessed with demons. And the whole city was gathered around 

the door. And he cured many who were sick with various diseases, and 

cast out many demons; and he would not permit the demons to speak, 

because they knew him. In the morning, while it was still very dark, he 

got up and went out to a deserted place, and there he prayed. And Simon 

and his companions hunted for him. When they found him, they said to 

him, "Everyone is searching for you." He answered, "Let us go on to the 

neighboring towns, so that I may proclaim the message there also; for 

that is what I came out to do." And he went throughout Galilee, 

proclaiming the message in their synagogues and casting out demons. 

Anthem Wayfaring Stranger arr. Craig Courtney 

Chancel Choir; Blythe Kinsey, piano 

I’m just a poor wayfaring stranger while traveling through this world below; 
yet there’s no sickness, toil, nor danger in that bright land to which I go.  

I’m going there to see my Father, I’m going there no more to roam.  
I’m just a-going over Jordan, I’m just a-going over home. 

I know dark clouds will gather o’er me, I know my way is rough and steep; 
 yet golden fields lie out before me, where weary eyes no more shall weep. 

 I’m going there to meet my mother. She said she’d meet me when I come.  
I’m just a-going over Jordan, I’m just a-going over home. 

I want to wear a crown of glory when I get home to that good land. 

I want to shout salvation’s story in concert with the heav’nly band. 
I’m going there to meet my Savior, to sing His praise forevermore. 

I’m just a poor wayfaring stranger while traveling through this world below; 
I’m just a-going over Jordan, I’m just a-going over home, 

I’m going over home. 

Second Reading James 1:5-8 Dr. Hull 

If any of you is lacking in wisdom, ask God, who gives to all generously 

and ungrudgingly, and it will be given you. But ask in faith, never 

doubting, for the one who doubts is like a wave of the sea, driven and 

tossed by the wind; for the doubter, being double-minded and unstable 

in every way, must not expect to receive anything from the Lord. 

 This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God! 

Sermon “Receiving God’s Guidance” Dr. Hull 

The Spiritual Practice of Discernment 

*The Affirmation of Faith (unison) Belhar Confession 



 Rev. Melissa White 

We believe in the triune God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, who gathers, 

protects, and cares for the church through Word and Spirit.  This, 

God has done since the beginning of the world and will do to the end. 

We believe in one holy, universal Christian church, the communion of 

saints called from the entire human family. 

We believe that Christ’s work of reconciliation is made manifest in the 
church as the community of believers who have been reconciled 

with God and with one another. 

We believe that unity is, therefore, both a gift and an obligation for the 

church of Jesus Christ; that through the working of God’s Spirit it is a 
binding force, yet simultaneously a reality which must be earnestly 

pursued and sought; one which the people of God must continually 

be built up to attain. 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer Rev. White 

. . . (unison) Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this 

day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors, 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 

the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

Offering Invitation  Rev. White 

Offertory Lamentation J. D. Frizzell 

Chancel Ringers 

As an alternative to the traditional offering plate, you may support the ministry of 

SMPC by giving online at www.smpchome.org/give or texting SMPC to 73256. 

*Lenten Doxology  FINLANDIA 

O suffering Jesus, in these forty days. 

We view your sorrow, share in your distress. 

Our Lenten songs are filled with muted praise; 

Yet by your passion, we are truly blessed. 

Praise to our God, and praise to you, the Son! 

Praise to the Spirit, our God, Three in One. 

*Prayer of Dedication  Caroline Brown 

Gracious and sovereign God, from you come all things, and we return 

to you what is already yours. By the power of your Holy Spirit, use our 

offerings to further your work in the world, to build up your church, and 

to bear witness to your justice, mercy, love, and grace. Amen.   

We Go Out to Serve 

*Hymn 450 Be Thou My Vision SLANE 

 

 

http://www.smpchome.org/give


 

*Charge and Benediction  Dr. Hull 

*Congregational Response   No. 700, stanza 1 

I’m gonna live so God can use me anywhere, Lord, anytime! 

I’m gonna live so God can use me anywhere, Lord, anytime!  

Postlude  The Beatitudes: Roberta Rowland-Raybold 

VIII. Blessed Are They Who Are Persecuted for Righteousness’ Sake 

Worship Service Notes 

Leading Worship this Morning   

Dr. Sandy Hull, Transitional Pastor 

Rev. Lindsey Odom, Associate Pastor of Youth & Missions/Outreach 

Rev. Melissa White, Parish Associate for Congregational Care & 

Connection 

 Zach Bowyer, Director of Music & Organist 

 Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation 

 Chancel Choir; Blythe Kinsey, piano 

 Chancel Ringers 

 Jordan Booker, tenor saxophone 



 Haley Davis, Caroline Brown, liturgists 

A/V Team: Dylan Booker, Chris Wilcox  

Ushers: Bjorn Hansen, Jonathan Mangels, Evan Mangels, Tom Schorr, Brett 

Thompson, Linda Thompson 

Welcome Team: Hannah Angerer, Alicia Bickett, Kathy Galati, Adrienne 

Jaquith 

This Sunday we continue in our Lenten sermon series, “Living the Life.” 
Jesus said, “I came so that you might have life, and have it to the full.” 
(John 10:10). This is the life for which we were created, the life Jesus 

modeled, and there are age-old spiritual practices that enable us to 

experience it.  This Lent, we will be considering some of these practices 

and how they can be part of our everyday routine.  

Welcome to South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church! If you are joining 

us in person or online, are a first-time visitor, a long-term member, or 

anything in between, we are glad that you are worshiping with us and we 

want to stay connected with you. To receive our emails, sent on Tuesday 

and Thursday mornings, contact Adrienne Jaquith, Office and Database 

Manager, adrienne@smpchome.org. Also, find us on Instagram: 

@southmeckpres and Facebook: @southmecklenburgpresbyterian. 

A note to parents: We are so delighted that you and your children are 

here! Children are an integral part of our faith community, and we strive 

to support parents during worship. Here are some helpful things to know: 

• Children are welcome in worship. We understand that means 

wiggles! 

• We provide blue worship totes in the narthex to help children 

engage in worship. Please return the totes after the service. 

• There is a nursery located in the Palmer Building with dedicated 

staff who are happy to keep your infant - three-year-old safe. 

• Children’s worship is provided for children ages 4 through 3rd grade. 
The children gather after the Church Family Moment and return 

after the sermon. During this time, they will explore the story 

interactively and engage with their peers. 

• A glider and changing table are available in Room 301 for mothers 

who wish to have privacy while nursing. 

• During worship, the service is broadcast to the parlor, where there 

is more space to move around if your little one becomes restless. 

Interested in joining South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church? Our 

Session will gather to welcome new members Sunday, March 22, at 11:30 

a.m. To learn more, contact Rev. Melissa White, Parish Associate, 

melissa@smpchome.org or 704-887-7488. 

 

 

mailto:melissa@smpchome.org


Congregational Notes (as of March 11, 2025) 

Remember in Prayer 

• All those affected by conflict, displacement, and unrest around the 

world and at home.  

• Our mission partners in Bayonnais, Haiti, that God's abundant love, 

grace, and mercy would bring peace and protection, provide daily 

bread, and grant safety, justice, and hope amidst ongoing crisis in 

their country 

• That God would guide us to serve others with compassion, justice, 

and mercy within our church, our community, and our world. 

To join the prayer chain or send a prayer request: 

prayer@SMPChome.org. 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE 

LICENSE, License #A-735003.  All rights reserved. 
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