
 

A Service of Worship 

Second Sunday of Easter  

April 12, 2026 

10:10 a.m., Sanctuary & Livestream 
*Please rise in body or in spirit. 

We Gather 

Prelude          River of Peace (It Is Well with My Soul) Maureen Howell 

Welcome and Concerns of the Church Dr. Sandy Hull 

 The Lord be with you.  And also with you! 

Introit Blest Be the Tie that Binds arr. Lowell Mason 

*Call to Worship (Psalm 111:1-6)  Alec White 

One: Praise the Lord! 

All: I will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart, in the 

company of the upright, in the congregation. 

One: Great are the works of the Lord, 

All: studied by all who delight in them. 

One: Full of honor and majesty is the Lord’s work, 
All: and the Lord’s righteousness endures forever. 
One: The Lord has gained renown by his wonderful deeds. 

All: The Lord is gracious and merciful. 

One: Let us worship God! 

*Hymn 245 Christ the Lord is Risen Today! LLANFAIR 



 

 

Prayer of Confession (unison)  Rev. Lindsey Odom 

Gracious God, we celebrate that Jesus is alive, but too often we act as 

if he were still dead. We are fearful, even though Jesus has conquered 

all our enemies. We crave human approval and worldly success 

instead of nurturing the joyful freedom of resurrection life. We put 

ourselves first, forgetting that, in the kingdom of the risen Christ, the 

greatest will be servant of all. Forgive us, we pray, and fill us with your 

Spirit, that we may live always in the shining light of Easter.   

Assurance of God’s Grace (Isaiah 1:18) Rev. Odom 

One: “’Come now, let us reason together,’ says the Lord. ‘Though 
your sins are like scarlet, they shall be white as snow.’” Friends, 
hear and believe God’s good news! 



All: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven! 

*Response of Praise  No. 582, stanza 1 

Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me, 

and to the Son, whose grace has pardoned me, 

and to the Spirit, whose love has set me free. 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen. 

We Hear and Respond to the Word 

Church Family Moment Rebecca Guzman 

1. Story Connection: Listen to a readaloud of The 

Boy Who Cried Bigfoot. In today’s scripture, 
Thomas believes when he sees and touches 

Jesus, proclaiming, “My Lord and my God!” In 
this story, the boy also comes to believe through 

seeing and is determined to share what he has 

experienced. But what about those of us who don’t get to see? Our 
faith often begins by hearing the stories of others, yet we also 

experience Christ in our own ways. Wonder together about how you 

have come to know the risen Christ. Source (StoryPath) 

2. Art Connection: Look at this painting of the moment when Thomas 

meets the risen Jesus (Caravaggio, The Incredulity of Saint Thomas). 

In this powerful image, Thomas reaches out to touch Jesus’ wound, 
and his face shows deep surprise. The painting helps us feel the 

intensity of the moment, both the doubt and the belief. As you look, 

notice what stands out to you. How does this image help you 

understand Thomas’s experience? 

3. Activity: Watch this video retelling of today’s scripture. As you 
watch, imagine what it might have been like to be in the room with 

the disciples. What would you have felt? What questions might you 

have had? 

4. Wonder Together: 

a. I wonder why Thomas needed to see and touch Jesus to believe.  

b. I wonder what Jesus meant when he said, “Blessed are those 
who have not seen and yet have come to believe.” 

c. I wonder how we experience Jesus today, even though we 

cannot see him.  

d. I wonder what questions you would ask Jesus if you were in that 

room.  

Children’s Liturgy     Rebecca Guzman 

As the children four years old through third grade gather for 

Children’s Worship, the congregation is invited to sing (hymn no. 19): 

God of great and God of small, God of one and God of all, 

God of weak and God of strong, God to whom all things belong, 

Alleluia, alleluia, praise be to your name. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cm71mN4LmNw
https://cecestorypath.wordpress.com/2024/09/15/lectionary-links-sunday-april-7-2013/
https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/diglib-viewimage.pl?SID=2026040658364097&code=&RC=54170&Row=&code=act&return=act
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A_QcGnwilXI


Congregation: God be with you there. 

Children:   God be with you here. 

The children will return to join their families following the sermon. 

Prayer for Illumination  Rev. Odom 

First Reading 1 Peter 1:3-9 Rev. Odom 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy 

he has given us a new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of 

Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance that is imperishable, 

undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, who are being protected 

by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in 

the last time. In this you rejoice, even if now for a little while you have 

had to suffer various trials, so that the genuineness of your faith—being 

more precious than gold that, though perishable, is tested by fire—may 

be found to result in praise and glory and honor when Jesus Christ is 

revealed. Although you have not seen him, you love him; and even 

though you do not see him now, you believe in him and rejoice with an 

indescribable and glorious joy, for you are receiving the outcome of your 

faith, the salvation of your souls. 

Second Reading John 20:19-31 Dr. Hull 

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors 

of the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the 

Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you." 

After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the 

disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, 

"Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you." When he 

had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, "Receive the Holy 

Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain 

the sins of any, they are retained." But Thomas (who was called the Twin 

), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. So the other 

disciples told him, "We have seen the Lord." But he said to them, "Unless 

I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of 

the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe." A week later his 

disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although 

the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace 

be with you." Then he said to Thomas, "Put your finger here and see my 

hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but 

believe." Thomas answered him, "My Lord and my God!" Jesus said to 

him, "Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those 

who have not seen and yet have come to believe." Now Jesus did many 

other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this 

book. But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus 

is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have 

life in his name. 



 This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God! 

Sermon “Doubters Welcome!” Dr. Hull 

*The Affirmation of Faith (unison) The Confession of 1967 

 Rev. Melissa White 

The risen Christ is the Savior for all people.  Those joined to him by faith 

are set right with God and commissioned to serve as God’s reconciling 
community.  Christ is head of this community, the church, which began 

with the apostles and continues through all generations.  The risen 

Christ is the judge of all people.  His judgement discloses the ultimate 

seriousness of life and gives promise of God’s final victory over the 
power of sin and death.  All who put their trust in Christ face divine 

judgment without fear, for the judge is their redeemer. 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer Rev. White 

. . . (unison) Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this 

day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors, 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 

the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

Offering Invitation  Rev. White 

Offertory Jesus Paid it All arr. Robert Sterling 

Sarah Abushakra, mezzo soprano and piano 

As an alternative to the traditional offering plate, you may support the ministry of 

SMPC by giving online at www.smpchome.org/give or texting SMPC to 73256. 

*Doxology  No. 606 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, 

all creatures here below; praise him above ye heavenly host; 

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

*Prayer of Dedication  Alec White 

Risen and redeeming God, you have given us more than we could ever 

give you in return. You are gracious and generous in your love. Accept 

these offerings as signs of our gratitude. Bless our work on Christ’s 
behalf. May we love as Christ loved. May we serve as Christ served. Call 

us forth into your world, guided by Christ’s spirit. Amen. 

We Go Out to Serve 

*Hymn 254 That Easter Day with Joy Was Bright PUER NOBIS 

http://www.smpchome.org/give


 

Worshipful Work 

*Charge and Benediction  Dr. Hull 

*Congregational Response  No. 748 

Go with us, Lord, and guide the way 

through this and every coming day, 

that in your Spirit strong and true 

our lives may be our gift to you. 

Postlude  Alleluia, Sing to Jesus Edward T. Childs 

Worship Service Notes 

Leading Worship this Morning   

Dr. Sandy Hull, Transitional Pastor 

Rev. Lindsey Odom, Associate Pastor of Youth & Missions/Outreach 

Rev. Melissa White, Parish Associate for Congregational Care & 

Connection 

 Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation 

Sarah Abushakra, mezzo soprano; organ; piano 

  Alec White, liturgist 

A/V Team: Brad Alford, Luke Estes  



Ushers: Dan DeChant, Gena DeChant, Dean Elledge, Mary Elledge, Carol 

Watkins, Jim Williams 

Welcome Team: Jennifer Hurlburt, Donna Podgorny, Bob Williamson 

A brief Congregational Meeting will be held today after the last hymn for 

the purpose of electing two at-large members of the Nominating 

Committee; Michael Choren and Susan Hicks are the nominees for these 

positions.   

Part One of the constitution of the Presbyterian Church (USA) is The Book 

of Confessions, which contains twelve faith statements from throughout 

the history of Christianity. The Confession of 1967 was created in the 

United States to reflect theologically on and bring unity in turbulent 

times.   

Welcome to South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church! If you are joining 

us in person or online, are a first-time visitor, a long-term member, or 

anything in between, we are glad that you are worshiping with us and we 

want to stay connected with you. To receive our emails, sent on Thursday 

mornings, contact Adrienne Jaquith, Office and Database Manager, 

adrienne@smpchome.org. Also, find us on Instagram: @southmeckpres 

and Facebook: @southmecklenburgpresbyterian. 

Interested in joining South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church? Our 

Session will gather to welcome new members Sunday, April 26, at 11:30 

a.m. To learn more, contact Rev. Melissa White, Parish Associate, 

melissa@smpchome.org or 704-887-7488. 

Congregational Notes (as of April 8, 2026) 

Remember in Prayer 

• Zach Bowyer, as he enjoys time for rest, reflection and spiritual 

renewal while on sabbatical. 

• All those affected by conflict, displacement, and unrest around the 

world and at home.  

• Our mission partners in Bayonnais, Haiti, that God's abundant love, 

grace, and mercy would bring peace and protection, provide daily 

bread, and grant safety, justice, and hope amidst ongoing crisis in 

their country. 

• That God would guide us to serve others with compassion, justice, 

and mercy within our church, our community, and our world. 

To join the prayer chain or send a prayer request: 

prayer@SMPChome.org. 

 

 

 

mailto:melissa@smpchome.org
mailto:prayer@SMPChome.org


SMPC STAFF 

Dr. Sandy Hull, Transitional Pastor 

sandy@smpchome.org 

Rev. Lindsey Odom, Associate Pastor of Youth & Missions/Outreach 

lindsey@smpchome.org 

Rev. Melissa White, Parish Associate 

melissa@smpchome.org 

Laura Black, Ministry Associate for Children and Music 

laura@smpchome.org 

Zach Bowyer, Director of Music & Organist 

zach@smpchome.org 

Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation 

rebecca@smpchome.org  

Adrienne Jaquith, Office and Database Manager 

adrienne@smpchome.org 

Cheryl Perry, Director of Communications 

cheryl@smpchome.org 

Steve Stevenson, Facility Administrator 

steve@smpchome.org 

Dr. Tammy Winchip, SMPC Preschool Director 

tammy@smpchome.org 

Mary Katheryne Zagora, Financial Administrator 

mkzagora@smpchome.org 

Church Office Hours:   

Monday – Thursday: 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.  

Friday: Closed 

We photograph and record worship services and events for church use. We may use 

these materials in church communications. Permission to podcast/stream the music in 

this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-735003.  All rights reserved. 

 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE 

LICENSE, License #A-735003.  All rights reserved. 
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