
 

A Service of Worship 

Third Sunday of Easter 

Confirmation Sunday 

April 19, 2026 

10:10 a.m., Sanctuary & Livestream 
*Please rise in body or in spirit. 

We Gather 

Prelude          Lord, I Want to Be a Christian Gilbert Martin 

Welcome and Concerns of the Church Dr. Sandy Hull 

 The Lord be with you.  And also with you! 

“Paws” for the CAT  Shelby Ullman 

Introit Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying Ken Medema 

*Call to Worship Alayna Calderwood, Paxtyn Sandeen 

One: The Lord is the True Vine, and we are the branches. 

All: We gather to abide in Christ, so that we may bear much fruit. 

One: Apart from him, we can do nothing. 

All: But in him, we are pruned and nurtured to grow in faith, hope, 

and love. 

One: Let us worship the One who holds us close, 

All: the God who gardens our souls, the True Vine, Jesus Christ! 

*Hymn 611 Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee HYMN TO JOY 



 

 

Prayer of Confession (unison)  Julia Nancarrow, Caitlin Vaughan 

Gracious and merciful God, we thank you for Jesus Christ, the True 

Vine, whose life is rooted eternally in you. By your grace, you have 

grafted us into him and called us to bear the fruit of your love. Yet we 

confess that all is not well with the way we live. We have not abided 

in you as we ought. We have trusted in ourselves instead of your 

grace.  We have resisted your pruning  and turned  away from the life 

you offer. The fruit of our lives is often thin, and our love for you and 

neighbor falls short. Have mercy on us, O God. Forgive us, renew us, 

and restore us. By your Spirit, draw us again into Christ, that we may 

abide in him and he in us. Shape us to bear the fruit of your love in 



every season of our lives, for your glory and for the sake of the world. 

We pray in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

Assurance of God’s Grace  Grace Wooley 

One: Hear the good news. Jesus says, “Abide in me as I abide in you.” 
God does not abandon the branches but tends to us with mercy 

and love. We are promised that God’s goodness and mercy will 
follow us all the days of our life. Friends, in Jesus Christ, we are 

forgiven, restored, and made new. 

All:  In Jesus Christ we are forgiven! Thanks be to God. 

*Response of Praise  No. 582, stanza 1 

Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me, 

and to the Son, whose grace has pardoned me, 

and to the Spirit, whose love has set me free. 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen. 

We Hear and Respond to the Word 

Church Family Moment Rebecca Guzman 

1. Create: In today’s Gospel scripture, Jesus tells us 
that we are the branches connected to the vine 

(Jesus). Create a “faith tree” or vine and 
branches to remind you of this connection. You 

can use this one if you like! On each leaf, write 

the name of a person or group that grows 

because of their connection to Jesus. As you make it, think about 

how staying connected to Jesus helps you grow. 

2. Story Connection: This is an especially powerful passage for young 

people. Listen to a dramatic reading that has been set to art here. 

Listen to it at least twice since the video is so short. What do you 

hear in the passage? What are Jeremiah’s reasons for not hearing 
God’s call? How does God respond? 

3. Game: Play a game similar to “Simon Says.” One person calls out an 
action (hop on one foot, clap three times, spin in a circle, etc.). 

Before doing the action, everyone must say, “With God’s help, I 
can!” If someone forgets to say it first, they pause until the next 

round. This reminds us that we don’t do things alone, God helps us. 
4. Wonder Together: 

a. I wonder how God is calling you, like Jeremiah. 

b. I wonder what it means to stay connected to Jesus, the vine. 

c. I wonder when you have needed God’s help to do something 
hard.  

d. I wonder how we can help one another grow in faith.   

Children’s Liturgy     Rebecca Guzman 

As the children four years old through third grade gather for 

https://canva.link/mqfhij282wz705z
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R57Dk8ri4Bw


Children’s Worship, the congregation is invited to sing (hymn no. 19): 

God of great and God of small, God of one and God of all, 

God of weak and God of strong, God to whom all things belong, 

Alleluia, alleluia, praise be to your name. 

Congregation: God be with you there. 

Children:   God be with you here. 

The children will return to join their families following the sermon. 

First Reading Jeremiah 1:4-10 Blake Stockstill 

Now the word of the Lord came to me saying, "Before I formed you in 

the womb I knew you, and before you were born I consecrated you; I 

appointed you a prophet to the nations." Then I said, "Ah, Lord God! 

Truly I do not know how to speak, for I am only a boy." But the Lord said 

to me, "Do not say, "I am only a boy'; for you shall go to all to whom I 

send you, and you shall speak whatever I command you. Do not be 

afraid of them, for I am with you to deliver you, says the Lord." Then 

the Lord put out his hand and touched my mouth; and the Lord said to 

me, "Now I have put my words in your mouth. See, today I appoint you 

over nations and over kingdoms, to pluck up and to pull down, to 

destroy and to overthrow, to build and to plant." 

Anthem I Am the Vine Allen Pote 

Chancel Choir; Sarah Abushakra, piano 

I am the vine and you are the branches, abide in me and I will abide in you. 

Then you will bear much fruit for without me you can do nothing, 

abide in me I will abide in you. As the Father has loved me, so I love you. 

Go then and love one another. Keep this commandment, for no greater love 

have you, than to lay down your life for your friends. 

I am the vine and you are the branches, abide in me and I will abide in you. 

Love one another as I have loved you. I am the vine, you are the branches, 

go then and bear much fruit, go abide in my love. 

Prayer for Illumination  Jordan Booker 

Second Reading John 15:1-8 Owen Bickett, Jordan Booker 

"I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. He removes very 

branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes 

to make it bear more fruit. You have already been cleansed by the word 

that I have spoken to you. Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the 

branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can 

you unless you abide in me. I am the vine, you are the branches. Those 

who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me 

you can do nothing. Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like 

a branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, 

and burned. If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for 

whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. My Father is glorified by 

this, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples. 

 This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God! 



Sermon Called to Bear Fruit Rev. Lindsey Odom 

*The Affirmation of Faith (unison) A Brief Statement of Faith 

 Hannah Angerer, Tuuli Ritchie 

One: We trust in God the Holy Spirit, everywhere the giver and 

renewer of life. The Spirit justifies us by grace through faith, sets 

us free to accept ourselves and to love God and neighbor, and 

binds us together with all believers in the one body of Christ, the 

church. 

All:  The same Spirit who inspired the prophets and apostles rules 

our faith and life in Christ through Scripture, engages us through 

the Word proclaimed, claims us in the waters of baptism, feeds 

us with the bread of life and the cup of salvation, and calls 

women and men to all ministries of the church. 

One: In a broken and fearful world the Spirit gives us courage to pray 

without ceasing, to witness among all peoples to Christ as Lord 

and Savior, to unmask idolatries in church and culture, to hear the 

voices of peoples long silenced, and to work with others for 

justice, freedom, and peace. 

All: In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, we strive to serve 

Christ in our daily tasks and to live holy and joyful lives, even as 

we watch for God’s new heaven and new earth, praying, come, 
Lord Jesus! With believers in every time and place, we rejoice 

that nothing in life or in death can separate us from the love of 

God in Christ Jesus our Lord. Glory be to the Father, and to the 

Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer Rev. Melissa White 

. . . (unison) Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this 

day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors, 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 

the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

Offering Invitation  Mason Briganti, Braxton Kasmer 

Offertory Spring John Denver 

Mark Janney, tenor and guitar 

As an alternative to the traditional offering plate, you may support the ministry of 

SMPC by giving online at www.smpchome.org/give or texting SMPC to 73256. 

*Doxology  No. 606 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, 

all creatures here below; praise him above ye heavenly host; 

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

*Prayer of Dedication  Hannah Heath 

http://www.smpchome.org/give


Gracious God, we give thanks that you have called us to be your 

branches, connected to Christ, so that we might bear the fruit of faith, 

hope, justice, and love in our world. We bring these gifts as a sign of our 

gratitude and commitment, trusting that you will use us and these gifts 

to bear fruit for your glory. Amen.    

We Go Out to Serve 

Service of Confirmation (see insert) 

*Charge and Benediction  Rev. Odom 

*Congregational Response   No. 547, stanza 2 

“Go, my children, sins forgiven, at peace and pure. 
Here you learned how much I love you, what I can cure. 

Here you heard my dear Son’s story; here you touched him, saw his 
glory. Go, my children, sins forgiven, at peace and pure.”  

Postlude  Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah arr. Hal H. Hopson  

Worship Service Notes 

Leading Worship this Morning   

Rev. Lindsey Odom, Associate Pastor of Youth & Missions/Outreach 

Dr. Sandy Hull, Transitional Pastor 

Rev. Melissa White, Parish Associate for Congregational Care & 

Connection 

Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation 

Chancel Choir  

 Sarah Abushakra, organ and piano 

 Mark Janney, tenor and guitar 

Liturgists: Hannah Angerer, Owen Bickett, Mason Briganti, Jordan 

Booker, Alayna Calderwood, Hannah Heath, Braxton Kasmer, Blake 

Stockstill, Julia Nancarrow, Tuuli Ritchie, Paxtyn Sandeen, Caitlin 

Vaughan, Grace Wooley  

A/V Team: Dylan Booker, Chris Wilcox  

Ushers: Andy Burke, Curt Ireland, Tom Klecker, Tom Maguire, Elizabeth 

Rose, William Rose 

Welcome Team: Allison King, Nolan King, Courtney Ritchie, Steven 

Ritchie 

Welcome to South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church! If you are joining 

us in person or online, are a first-time visitor, a long-term member, or 

anything in between, we are glad that you are worshiping with us and we 

want to stay connected with you. To receive our emails, sent on Thursday 

mornings, contact Adrienne Jaquith, Office and Database Manager, 

adrienne@smpchome.org. SMPC uses Realm as a church directory and 



for event registrations. If you are new to Realm or have questions about 

it, please contact Adrienne Jaquith, and she will be happy to help! 

A note to parents: We are so delighted that you and your children are 

here! Children are an integral part of our faith community, and we strive 

to support parents during worship. Here are some helpful things to know: 

• Children are welcome in worship. We understand that means 

wiggles! 

• We provide blue worship totes in the narthex to help children 

engage in worship. Please return the totes after the service. 

• There is a nursery located in the Palmer Building with dedicated 

staff who are happy to keep your infant - three-year-old safe. 

• Children’s worship is provided for children ages 4 through 3rd grade. 
The children gather after the Church Family Moment and return 

after the sermon. During this time, they will explore the story 

interactively and engage with their peers. 

• A glider and changing table are available in Room 301 for mothers 

who wish to have privacy while nursing. 

• During worship, the service is broadcast to the parlor, where there 

is more space to move around if your little one becomes restless. 

Interested in joining South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church? Our 

Session will gather to welcome new members Sunday, April 26, at 11:30 

a.m. To learn more, contact Rev. Melissa White, Parish Associate, 

melissa@smpchome.org or 704-887-7488. 

Congregational Notes (as of April 15, 2026) 

Remember in Prayer 

• Our Confirmands as they choose to affirm their faith and join more 

fully in the life and ministry of the church.  

• Zach Bowyer, as he enjoys time for rest, reflection and spiritual 

renewal while on sabbatical. 

• Sue Slezycki as she recovers from surgery.  

• All those affected by conflict, displacement, and unrest around the 

world and at home.  

• Our mission partners in Bayonnais, Haiti, that God's abundant love, 

grace, and mercy would bring peace and protection, provide daily 

bread, and grant safety, justice, and hope amidst ongoing crisis in 

their country. 

• That God would guide us to serve others with compassion, justice, 

and mercy within our church, our community, and our world. 

To join the prayer chain or send a prayer request: 

prayer@SMPChome.org 

 

 

 

mailto:melissa@smpchome.org
mailto:prayer@SMPChome.org


Church Office Hours:   

Monday – Thursday: 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.  

Friday: Closed 

We photograph and record worship services and events for church use. We may use 

these materials in church communications. Permission to podcast/stream the music in 

this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-735003.  All rights reserved. 
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