
 

A Service of Worship 

Ascension Sunday 

May 17, 2026 

10:10 a.m., Sanctuary & Livestream 
*Please rise in body or in spirit. 

We Gather 

Prelude          Celebration James Mansfield 

Welcome and Concerns of the Church Rev. Melissa White 

 The Lord be with you.  And also with you! 

“Paws” for the CAT  David Huss  

Introit I've Got Peace Like a River African American spiritual 

*Call to Worship (Psalm 97) Will Hollingsworth 

One: The Lord is king! 

   Let the earth rejoice! 

   Let the distant coastlands be glad! 

All: The heavens proclaim the Lord’s righteousness;  
  every nation sees the Lord’s glory. 
One:  Those who worship idols are disgraced— 

  all who brag about their worthless gods— 

    for every god must bow before the Lord. 

All: For you, O Lord, are supreme over all the earth; 

   you are exalted far above all gods. 

One: You who love the Lord, hate evil! 

   The Lord protects the lives of his godly people 

     and rescues them from the power of the wicked. 

All: Light shines on the godly, 

     and joy on those whose hearts are right. 

One: May all God’s people rejoice in the Lord 

     and praise God’s holy name! 



All: Praise the Lord!  

*Hymn 268 Crown Him with Many Crowns DIADEMATA 

Prayer of Confession (unison)  Rev. White 

Almighty God, you have raised Jesus from the grave and crowned him 

Lord of all.  We confess that we have not let him reign supreme in our 

lives.  We have gone along with the way of the world.  We have often 

given more loyalty to earthly rulers than to King Jesus.  Forgive us, and 

raise us from sin, that we may be your faithful people, obeying the 

commands of our Lord Jesus Christ, who rules the world and is head 

of the church, his body.   

Assurance of God’s Grace (Isaiah 44:22) Rev. White 



One: “I have swept away your transgressions like a cloud,” declares the 
Lord, “and your sins like the morning mist.”  Friends, hear and 
believe God’s good news. 

All:  In Jesus Christ we are forgiven! 

*Response of Praise  No. 582, stanza 1 

Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me, 

and to the Son, whose grace has pardoned me, 

and to the Spirit, whose love has set me free. 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen. 

We Hear and Respond to the Word 

Church Family Moment Rebecca Guzman 

1. Bubble Prayers and Cloud Gazing: Blow bubbles 

outside or lie on a blanket and watch the clouds. 

As you watch bubbles rise and clouds drift 

through the sky, think about Jesus ascending into 

heaven. Talk together about how the disciples 

may have felt as they watched Jesus disappear 

into the clouds and how Jesus promised they would not be alone. 

2. Story Connection: Listen to The Invisible String by Patrice Karst. In 

Acts, the disciples may have wondered if Jesus was leaving them 

alone. In The Invisible String, the children learn that love keeps 

people connected even when they are apart. In the same way, Jesus 

promises that the Holy Spirit will remain with the disciples and with 

us. Source (Credit: Joshua Andrezjewski with Storypath) 

3. Craft: Print and cut out this Ascension Flipbook template. Illustrate 

each page, then use it to retell the story of Jesus’ ascension to 
someone else. As you tell the story, think about what Jesus asked 

the disciples to do while they waited for the Holy Spirit. 

4. Wonder Together: 

a. I wonder what it means to be a “witness” to Jesus.  
b. I wonder what Jesus wants us to do while we wait and hope. 

c. I wonder how you experience the Holy Spirit in your life.  

Children’s Liturgy Rebecca Guzman 

As the children four years old through third grade gather for 

Children’s Worship, the congregation is invited to sing (hymn no. 19): 

God of great and God of small, God of one and God of all, 

God of weak and God of strong, God to whom all things belong, 

Alleluia, alleluia, praise be to your name. 

Congregation: God be with you there. 

Children:   God be with you here. 

The children will return to join their families following the sermon. 

Prayer for Illumination  Rev. White 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=auO15iesZTM
https://cecestorypath.wordpress.com/2024/09/14/2nd-sunday-of-easter-year-2-nl/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.canva.com/design/DAHJZoBuvnA/kFvsoNe0r62wG2HjZERA4Q/edit?utm_source=chatgpt.com


First Reading Ephesians 1:15-23 Rev. White 

I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the 

saints, and for this reason I do not cease to give thanks for you as I 

remember you in my prayers. I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you 

come to know him, so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you 

may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the 

riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, and what is the 

immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe, according to 

the working of his great power. God put this power to work in Christ 

when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the 

heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and power and 

dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but 

also in the age to come. And he has put all things under his feet and has 

made him the head over all things for the church, which is his body, the 

fullness of him who fills all in all. 

Anthem Fairest Lord Jesus arr. Craig Courtney 

Chancel Choir; Sarah Abushakra, piano 

Fairest Lord Jesus, ruler of all nations, 

O thou of God and man the Son, 

Thee will I cherish, Thee will I honor, 

thou, my soul's glory, joy, and crown. 

Fair are the meadows, fairer still the woodlands, 

robed in the blooming garb of spring: 

Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer 

who makes the woeful heart to sing. 

Fair is the sunshine, fairer still the moonlight, 

and all the twinkling starry host; 

Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer 

than all the angels heaven can boast. 

Beautiful Savior! Lord of all the nations! 

Son of God and Son of Man! 

Glory and honor, praise, adoration, 

now and forevermore be thine! Amen. 

Second Reading Acts 1:1-11 Dr. Sandy Hull 

In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught 

from the beginning until the day when he was taken up to heaven, after 

giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had 

chosen. After his suffering he presented himself alive to them by many 

convincing proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking 

about the kingdom of God. While staying with them, he ordered them 

not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for the promise of the Father. 

"This," he said, "is what you have heard from me; for John baptized with 

water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from 

now." So when they had come together, they asked him, "Lord, is this 



the time when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?" He replied, "It is 

not for you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by his 

own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has 

come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea 

and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth." When he had said this, as 

they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their 

sight. While he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, 

suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. They said, "Men of 

Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who 

has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as 

you saw him go into heaven." 

 This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God! 

Sermon “Why the Ascension Matters” Dr. Hull 

*The Affirmation of Faith (unison) The Apostles’ Creed 

 Rev. Lindsey Odom 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and 

in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy 

Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he 

rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the 

right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to 

judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy 

catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the 

resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer Rev. Odom 

. . . (unison) Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this 

day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors, 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 

the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

Offering Invitation  Rev. Odom 

Offertory The Light of God's Love Mark Burrows 

Alleluia and Hosanna Choirs; Sarah Abushakra, piano;  

Lilly Hall, percussion 

As an alternative to the traditional offering plate, you may support the ministry of 

SMPC by giving online at www.smpchome.org/give or texting SMPC to 73256. 

*Doxology  No. 606 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, 

all creatures here below; praise him above ye heavenly host; 

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

*Prayer of Dedication  Natalie Guy 

http://www.smpchome.org/give


Holy God, you have blessed us in order that we might share our 

blessings with others. We return our many gifts as tokens of our 

commitment to know you, to love you, and to serve you. May our lives, 

dedicated alongside these gifts, bear witness to the joy of the 

resurrection. Amen.    

We Go Out to Serve 

*Hymn 265 Jesus Shall Reign Where'er the Sun DUKE STREET 

(Verses 1, 4, and 5) 

*Charge and Benediction  Dr. Hull 

*Congregational Response   No. 545 

Lord, bid your servant go in peace; 

your word is now fulfilled. 

These eyes have seen salvation’s dawn, 
this child so long foretold. 



Postlude  Toccata Giocoso Gilbert Martin 

Worship Service Notes 

Leading Worship this Morning   

Dr. Sandy Hull, Transitional Pastor 

Rev. Lindsey Odom, Associate Pastor of Youth & Missions/Outreach 

Rev. Melissa White, Parish Associate for Congregational Care & 

Connection 

Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation 

Chancel Choir  

 Sarah Abushakra, organ and piano 

Alleluia and Hosanna Choirs; Lilly Hall, percussion 

 Natalie Guy, Will Hollingsworth, liturgists 

A/V Team: Luke Estes, Chris Wilcox  

Ushers: Mitchell Davis, Phil Eatherton, Jonathan Mangels, Evan Mangels, 

Brett Thompson, Linda Thompson 

Welcome Team: Andrew Gaul, Ethan Gaul, Kaitlin Gaul, Madelyn Gaul  

In lieu of flowers, a donation has been made to South Mecklenburg 

Presbyterian Church, given to the Glory of God and in memory of George 

Garner on his birthday on May 18, by his wife, Kathy Garner and family. 

We light a candle celebrating the birth of Baird Averett Lackey, on May 6. 

Congratulations to parents, Nina and Austin Lackey, and grandparents, 

Leisa and Clint Lackey. 

Welcome to South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church! If you are joining 

us in person or online, are a first-time visitor, a long-term member, or 

anything in between, we are glad that you are worshiping with us and we 

want to stay connected with you. To receive our emails, sent on Thursday 

mornings, contact Adrienne Jaquith, Office and Database Manager, 

adrienne@smpchome.org. SMPC uses Realm as a church directory and 

for event registrations. If you are new to Realm or have questions about 

it, please contact Adrienne Jaquith, and she will be happy to help! 

Interested in joining South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church? To learn 

more about membership and the process of joining, contact Rev. Melissa 

White, Parish Associate, melissa@smpchome.org or 704-887-7488.  

Congregational Notes (as of May 13, 2026) 

Remember in Prayer 

• Lindalee Macauley, as she is hospitalized for various heart 

conditions.  

• Zach Bowyer, Director of Music and Organist, as he enjoys time for 

rest, reflection and spiritual renewal while on sabbatical. 

• All those affected by conflict, displacement, and unrest around the 

world and at home.  



• Our mission partners in Bayonnais, Haiti, that God's abundant love, 

grace, and mercy would bring peace and protection, provide daily 

bread, and grant safety, justice, and hope amidst ongoing crisis in 

their country. 

• That God would guide us to serve others with compassion, justice, 

and mercy within our church, our community, and our world. 

To join the prayer chain or send a prayer request: 

prayer@SMPChome.org 

 

Church Office Hours:   

Monday – Thursday: 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.  

Friday: Closed 

We photograph and record worship services and events for church use. We may use 

these materials in church communications. Permission to podcast/stream the music in 

this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-735003.  All rights reserved. 
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