
 

A Service of Worship 

Day of Pentecost 

May 24, 2026 

10:10 a.m., Sanctuary & Livestream 
*Please rise in body or in spirit. 

We Gather 

Prelude          Come Holy Ghost, Lord God Dieterich Buxtehude 

Welcome and Concerns of the Church Dr. Sandy Hull 

 The Lord be with you.  And also with you! 

“Paws” for the CAT  Shelby Ullman  

Introit Spirit of the Living God LIVING GOD 

*Call to Worship Elizabeth Glover 

One: Come, Holy Spirit of God! Come with rushing wind and holy fire. 

Fill this place with your presence and your power. 

All: Rush through our spirits, O God. Send us out to proclaim your 

mighty works. 

One: Long ago, when the day of Pentecost had come, your people were 

gathered, wondering, watching, waiting, and praying. 

All: And your Spirit came, not to keep them still, but to send them 

out to the world to tell your story.  

One: Come, Holy Spirit of God! Light the fire of your love within us. 

All: Holy Spirit, make us brave and ready to be your helpers 

wherever we go. 

One: Come, Holy Spirit of God! Be with us in our worship.  

All: Come, Holy Spirit of God! Be with us in our living, today and 

always. Amen.  

*Hymn 289 On Pentecost They Gathered MUNICH 



 

 

Prayer of Confession  Dr. Hull 

Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on me, a sinner.  

Assurance of God’s Grace (Titus 3:4-5) Dr. Hull 

One: “When the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior 
appeared, he saved us, not because of any works of righteousness 

that we had done, but according to his mercy, through the water of 

rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit.”  Friends, hear and believe 

God’s good news! 
All:  In Jesus Christ we are forgiven! 

*Response of Praise  No. 581 



Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

world without end. Amen, amen. 

We Hear and Respond to the Word 

Church Family Moment Rebecca Guzman 

1. Story Connection: Today is Pentecost! Listen to 

The Day When God Made Church by Rebekah 

McLeod Hutto. Pentecost celebrates the coming 

of the Holy Spirit and the beginning of the 

church. 

2. Celebrate the Church’s Birthday: Sometimes on 

Pentecost, churches celebrate with birthday cake and sing “Happy 
Birthday” to the church! You might celebrate at home with a special 
treat, candles, or decorations.  

3. Consider the Holy Spirit: The Bible describes the Holy Spirit in 

different ways. Fly a kite or hang a windsock and think about how 

the Holy Spirit is like wind. Light a candle and think about how the 

Holy Spirit is like fire. Make an origami dove and think about how 

the Holy Spirit brings peace and comfort.  

4. Learn a New Language: In the Pentecost story, people spoke many 

different languages but were still able to understand one another. 

Watch this video to learn how to say “I love you” in a new language! 
5. Wonder Together: 

a. I wonder what it was like to be a disciple on Pentecost.  

b. I wonder what it would feel like to suddenly speak another 

language.  

c. I wonder how we hear God speaking to us today.  

d. I wonder how we see the Holy Spirit at work in the world 

today.  

Children’s Liturgy Rebecca Guzman 

As the children four years old through third grade gather for 

Children’s Worship, the congregation is invited to sing (hymn no. 19): 

God of great and God of small, God of one and God of all, 

God of weak and God of strong, God to whom all things belong, 

Alleluia, alleluia, praise be to your name. 

Congregation: God be with you there. 

Children:   God be with you here. 

The children will return to join their families following the sermon. 

Prayer for Illumination  Rev. Melissa White 

First Reading Numbers 11:24-30 Rev. White 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EUjt2iKPaF0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YajnsShr1lA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HJY6y5XfBR8


So Moses went out and told the people the words of the Lord; and he 

gathered seventy elders of the people, and placed them all around the 

tent. Then the Lord came down in the cloud and spoke to him, and took 

some of the spirit that was on him and put it on the seventy elders; and 

when the spirit rested upon them, they prophesied. But they did not do 

so again. Two men remained in the camp, one named Eldad, and the 

other named Medad, and the spirit rested on them; they were among 

those registered, but they had not gone out to the tent, and so they 

prophesied in the camp. And a young man ran and told Moses, "Eldad 

and Medad are prophesying in the camp." And Joshua son of Nun, the 

assistant of Moses, one of his chosen men, said, "My lord Moses, stop 

them!" But Moses said to him, "Are you jealous for my sake? Would 

that all the Lord's people were prophets, and that the Lord would put 

his spirit on them!" And Moses and the elders of Israel returned to the 

camp.  

Second Reading Acts 2:1-21 Dr. Hull 

When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one 

place. And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a 

violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. 

Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested 

on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began 

to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. Now there 

were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. 

And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because 

each one heard them speaking in the native language of each. Amazed 

and astonished, they asked, "Are not all these who are speaking 

Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native 

language? Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, 

Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt 

and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, 

both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages we 

hear them speaking about God's deeds of power." All were amazed and 

perplexed, saying to one another, "What does this mean?" But others 

sneered and said, "They are filled with new wine." But Peter, standing 

with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, "Men of Judea 

and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to 

what I say. Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only 

nine o'clock in the morning. No, this is what was spoken through the 

prophet Joel: "In the last days it will be, God declares, that I will pour 

out my Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall 

prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall 

dream dreams. Even upon my slaves, both men and women, in those 

days I will pour out my Spirit; and they shall prophesy. And I will show 

portents in the heaven above and signs on the earth below, blood, and 

fire, and smoky mist. The sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon 



to blood, before the coming of the Lord's great and glorious day. Then 

everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.' 

 This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God! 

Sermon “The Church’s DNA” Dr. Hull 

*Hymn of Response   

Baptized in water, sealed by the Spirit, cleansed by the blood of Christ 

our King; heirs of salvation, trusting the promise, 

 faithfully now God's praises we sing. 

Baptized in water, sealed by the Spirit, dead in the tomb with Christ 

our King; one with his rising, freed and forgiven, 

thankfully now God's praises we sing. 

Sacrament of Baptism  

Evan Robert Reid 

Presentation by the Session  Jon Myers 

Profession of Faith   

*The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and 

in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy 

Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he 

rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the 

right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to 

judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy 

catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the 

resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 

The Act of Baptizing 

Congregational Affirmation  Jon Myers 

One: Let us, in the name of the whole church of Christ, express our 

welcome and promise our support. 

All: Evan, with joy and thanksgiving we welcome you into Christ’s 
church; for we are all one in Christ. We promise to love, 

encourage, and support you and to share the good news of the 

Gospel with you. Together, we will seek to serve our Lord Jesus 

and to share his love in word and deed with all people. 

Charge    

Baptismal Response (seated)   

Baptized in water, sealed by the Spirit, marked with the sign of 

Christ our King; born of the Spirit, we are God's children;  

joyfully now God's praises we sing. 

Litany for Pentecost  Rebecca Guzman 



One: Christ has gathered the church in unity through the Spirit. 

With sure hope, let us pray.  

Maker of all things, 

in the beginning, you created heaven and earth. 

In the fullness of time, you restored all things in Christ. 

Renew our world, in this day, with your grace and mercy. 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

One: Life of the world, 

you breathed life into the flesh you created. 

By your Spirit breathe new life into the children of earth. 

Turn hatred into love, 

sorrow into joy, 

and war into peace. 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

One: Lover of concord, 

you desire the unity of all Christians. 

Set aflame the whole church with the fire of your Spirit. 

Unite us to stand in the world as a sign of your love. 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

One: God of compassion, 

through your Spirit you supply every human need. 

Heal the sick, 

comfort the distressed, 

befriend the friendless, 

and help the helpless. 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

One: Source of peace, 

your Spirit restores our anxious spirits. 

In our labor, give us rest; 

in our temptation, give us strength; 

in our sadness, give us consolation. 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

One: Faithful God, 

your Spirit empowered the first disciples  

to be witnesses to your truth. 

Empower us and all who believe 

to speak your word and do your will, 

that the world may know its true and only light, 

Jesus Christ our Lord, even as we pray the prayer he taught us: 

All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give 

us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive 

our debtors, and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever. Amen. 



Offering Invitation  Rebecca Guzman 

Offertory Down Ampney David Blackwell 

As an alternative to the traditional offering plate, you may support the ministry of 

SMPC by giving online at www.smpchome.org/give or texting SMPC to 73256. 

*Doxology  No. 606 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, 

all creatures here below; praise him above ye heavenly host; 

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

*Prayer of Dedication   

Holy and generous God, you poured out your Spirit with wind and fire 

and sent your people out to share your good news. Receive these gifts 

and let them shine by the power of your Spirit, that they may bring light, 

hope, justice, and love beyond these walls. Amen.    

We Go Out to Serve 

*Hymn 307 God of Grace and God of Glory CWM RHONDDA 

http://www.smpchome.org/give


 

*Charge and Benediction  Dr. Hull 

*Congregational Response   No. 748 

Go with us, Lord, and guide the way through this and every coming  

day, that in your Spirit strong and true our lives may be our gift to you. 

Postlude  Come God, Creator, Holy Ghost J. S. Bach 

Worship Service Notes 

Leading Worship this Morning   

Dr. Sandy Hull, Transitional Pastor 

Rev. Melissa White, Parish Associate for Congregational Care & 



Connection 

Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation 

Chancel Choir  

 Ann Carney, organ  

 Elizabeth Glover, liturgists 

A/V Team: Mary Katheryne Zagora, Michael Zagora  

Ushers: Dick Engle, Charlie Metzler, Donna Podgorny, Gwen Volker, Bob 

Williamson, Michael Zagora 

Welcome Team: Abby Mitchell, Hallie Mitchell, Debi Wheeler, Reyn 

Wheeler  

Welcome to South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church! If you are joining 

us in person or online, are a first-time visitor, a long-term member, or 

anything in between, we are glad that you are worshiping with us and we 

want to stay connected with you. To receive our emails, sent on Thursday 

mornings, contact Adrienne Jaquith, Office and Database Manager, 

adrienne@smpchome.org.  

Interested in joining South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church? To learn 

more about membership and the process of joining, contact Rev. Melissa 

White, Parish Associate, melissa@smpchome.org or 704-887-7488.  

Congregational Notes (as of May 20, 2026) 

Remember in Prayer 

• Zach Bowyer, Director of Music and Organist, as he enjoys time for 

rest, reflection and spiritual renewal while on sabbatical. 

• All those affected by conflict, displacement, and unrest around the 

world and at home.  

• Our mission partners in Bayonnais, Haiti, that God's abundant love, 

grace, and mercy would bring peace and protection, provide daily 

bread, and grant safety, justice, and hope amidst ongoing crisis in 

their country. 

• That God would guide us to serve others with compassion, justice, 

and mercy within our church, our community, and our world. 

To join the prayer chain or send a prayer request: 

prayer@SMPChome.org 

Church Office Hours:   

Monday – Thursday: 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.  

Friday: Closed 

We photograph and record worship services and events for church use. We may use 

these materials in church communications. Permission to podcast/stream the music in 

this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-735003.  All rights reserved. 
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