
 

A Service of Worship 

Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 

June 28, 2026 

10:10 a.m., Sanctuary & Livestream 
*Please rise in body or in spirit. 

We Gather 

Prelude          O store Gud/How Great Thou Art Robert A. Hobby 

Welcome and Concerns of the Church Dr. Sandy Hull 

 The Lord be with you.  And also with you! 

Introit What Is This Place? Richard Proulx 

*Call to Worship  Dr. Hull 

One: In a world filled with many voices and many promises, we come 

seeking God. 

All: Speak among us, faithful God.  

One: God calls us beyond easy answers and invites us into deeper trust.  

All:  Speak among us, faithful God.  

One: Remind us that you are still speaking, still shaping, and still calling. 

All: We come ready to worship and follow you.   

*Hymn 625 O Lord My God HOW GREAT THOU ART 



 



 

Prayer of Confession (unison)  Dr. Hull 

Merciful God, we confess that we have strayed from following your will. 

We have chosen our own path rather than seeking your guidance. We 

have looked for you in all the wrong places and wonder why we cannot 

find you. We have listened to the cries of power and prestige instead of 

paying attention to your voice. We humbly seek your forgiveness. Help 

us to discern your intentions for our lives that we may delight in your 

purpose and walk in your ways, to the glory of your name.  Amen. 

Assurance of God’s Grace   Dr. Hull 

One: Through the mercy and grace of God our hearts, our lives, and our 

spirits are transformed and made new. Friends, hear and believe 

the good news. 

All: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven! 

*Response of Praise  No. 581 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

world without end. Amen, amen. 

We Hear and Respond to the Word 

Church Family Moment Rebecca Guzman 

1. Story Connection: Read or listen to The Empty 

Pot by Demi. In the story, Ping tells the truth 

even when it is hard. This connects with 

Jeremiah, who reminds the people that real 

peace is connected to truth. It also connects with 

Romans, where Paul reminds us not to simply 

copy everyone else, but to let God shape who we are. 

2. Game: Play “Whole Self Freeze.” Move around the room. When 
someone calls out a body part, freeze in a pose that shows how you 

can use that part of yourself for God. For hands, freeze like you are 

helping someone up or sharing food. For feet, freeze like you are 

walking toward someone who needs a friend. For heart, freeze like 

you are showing love or care. For mouth, freeze like you are 

speaking kind and truthful words. For mind, freeze like you are 

thinking about what is good. 

3. Craft: At church, children will use Play-Doh mats. At home, draw a 

large peace sign and fill it with pictures, colors, or words that show 

what real peace looks like. You might add hearts, helping hands, 

brave words, people listening, or signs of hope. 

4. Pray with your whole self: 

God, use my hands to help. 

God, use my feet to go where love is needed. 

God, use my heart to care. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cnOb63ftWGc


God, use my mouth to speak truth and kindness. 

God, use my mind to think about what is good.  

Amen. 

5. Wonder together: 

a. Why can telling the truth be hard? 

b. Can something sound peaceful but not really be true? 

c. How can we use our whole selves to help bring real peace? 

Children’s Liturgy Rebecca Guzman 

As the children four years old through third grade gather for 

Children’s Worship, the congregation is invited to sing (hymn no. 19): 

God of great and God of small, God of one and God of all, 

God of weak and God of strong, God to whom all things belong,  

Alleluia, alleluia, praise be to your name. 

Congregation: God be with you there. 

Children:   God be with you here. 

The children will return to join their families following the sermon. 

Prayer for Illumination  Rev. Melissa White 

First Reading Romans 12:1-2 Rev. White 

I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, 

to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, 

which is your spiritual worship.Do not be conformed to this world, but 

be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern 

what is the will of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect. 

Second Reading Jeremiah 28:1-9 Rev. White 

In that same year, at the beginning of the reign of King Zedekiah of 

Judah, in the fifth month of the fourth year, the prophet Hananiah son 

of Azzur, from Gibeon, spoke to me in the house of the Lord, in the 

presence of the priests and all the people, saying, "Thus says the Lord 

of hosts, the God of Israel: I have broken the yoke of the king of Babylon. 

Within two years I will bring back to this place all the vessels of the 

Lord's house, which King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon took away from 

this place and carried to Babylon. I will also bring back to this place King 

Jeconiah son of Jehoiakim of Judah, and all the exiles from Judah who 

went to Babylon, says the Lord, for I will break the yoke of the king of 

Babylon." Then the prophet Jeremiah spoke to the prophet Hananiah in 

the presence of the priests and all the people who were standing in the 

house of the Lord; and the prophet Jeremiah said, "Amen! May the Lord 

do so; may the Lord fulfill the words that you have prophesied, and 

bring back to this place from Babylon the vessels of the house of the 

Lord, and all the exiles. But listen now to this word that I speak in your 

hearing and in the hearing of all the people. The prophets who 

preceded you and me from ancient times prophesied war, famine, and 

pestilence against many countries and great kingdoms. As for the 



prophet who prophesies peace, when the word of that prophet comes 

true, then it will be known that the Lord has truly sent the prophet." 

 This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God! 

Sermon The True Prophet Rev. White 

*Hymn 729 Lord, I Want to Be a Christian I WANT TO BE A CHRISTIAN 

 

*The Affirmation of Faith (unison) A Brief Statement of Faith 

 Rev. Lindsey Odom 

We trust in God, whom Jesus called Abba, Father. In sovereign love God 

created the world good and makes everyone equally in God’s image, 
male and female, of every race and people, to live as one community. 

But we rebel against God; we hide from our Creator. Ignoring God’s 



commandments, we violate the image of God in others and ourselves, 

accept lies as truth, exploit neighbor and nature, and threaten death to 

the planet entrusted to our care. We deserve God’s condemnation. Yet 
God acts with justice and mercy to redeem creation. In everlasting love, 

the God of Abraham and Sarah chose a covenant people to bless all 

families of the earth. Hearing their cry, God delivered the children of 

Israel from the house of bondage. Loving us still, God makes us heirs 

with Christ of the covenant. Like a mother who will not forsake her 

nursing child, like a father who runs to welcome the prodigal home, God 

is faithful still. 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer Rev. Odom 

. . . (unison) Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this 

day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors, 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 

the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

Offering Invitation  Rev. Odom 

Offertory We Now Implore the Holy Ghost Dieterich Buxtehude 

As an alternative to the traditional offering plate, you may support the ministry of 

SMPC by giving online at www.smpchome.org/give or texting SMPC to 73256. 

*Doxology  No. 606 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, 

all creatures here below; praise him above ye heavenly host; 

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

*Prayer of Dedication  Rev. Odom 

God of truth and peace, receive these gifts and receive our whole 

selves. Renew our minds, guide our words, and help us seek the peace 

that is rooted in your truth. Use what we offer to share your love in the 

world. Amen.     

We Go Out to Serve 

*Hymn 741 Guide My Feet GUIDE MY FEET 

(Stanza 1, 3 and 5) 

http://www.smpchome.org/give


 

*Charge and Benediction  Rev. White 

*Congregational Response   Hymn 748 

Go with us, Lord, and guide the way through this  

and every coming day, that in your Spirit strong 

 and true our lives may be our gift to you. 

Postlude  Hornpipe from The Water Music G. F. Handel 

Worship Service Notes 

Leading Worship this Morning   

Rev. Melissa White, Parish Associate for Congregational Care & 

Connection 

Rev. Lindsey Odom, Associate Pastor of Youth & Missions/Outreach 

Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation 

 Ann Carney, organ 

A/V Team: Mary Katheryne Zagora, Michael Zagora 



Ushers: Andrew Gaul, Tom Schorr, Brett Thompson, Linda Thompson, Jim 

Williams, Michael Zagora 

Welcome Team: Allison King, Nolan King, Amanda Alford, Brad Alford 

Welcome to South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church! If you are joining 

us in person or online, are a first-time visitor, a long-term member, or 

anything in between, we are glad that you are worshiping with us and we 

want to stay connected with you. To receive our emails, sent on Thursday 

mornings, contact Adrienne Jaquith, Office and Database Manager, 

adrienne@smpchome.org. SMPC uses Realm as a church directory and 

for event registrations. If you are new to Realm or have questions about 

it, please contact Adrienne Jaquith, and she will be happy to help! 

Interested in joining South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church? To learn 

more about membership and the process of joining, contact Rev. Melissa 

White, Parish Associate, melissa@smpchome.org or 704-887-7488.  

Congregational Notes (as of June 24, 2026) 

Remember in Prayer 

• Mark Volker as he recovers from surgery. 

• Tom and Sarah Massey as Tom’s brother, Joe Massey, entered the 
Church triumphant on June  21. 

• Bill and Ruthie Earp and their family as Bill’s mother, Dorothy “Dot” 
Earp, entered the Church triumphant on June 6. 

• The people of Bayonnais and all of Haiti, that God would bring 

protection from violence, healing for the injured, provision for those 

in need, and strength and hope in the midst of hardship.   

• Zach Bowyer, Director of Music and Organist, as he enjoys time for 

rest, reflection and spiritual renewal while on sabbatical. 

• All those affected by conflict, displacement, and unrest around the 

world and at home.  

• That God would guide us to serve others with compassion, justice, 

and mercy within our church, our community, and our world. 

To join the prayer chain or send a prayer request: 

prayer@SMPChome.org 

SMPC STAFF 

Dr. Sandy Hull, Transitional Pastor 

sandy@smpchome.org 

Rev. Lindsey Odom, Associate Pastor of Youth & Missions/Outreach 

lindsey@smpchome.org 

Rev. Melissa White, Parish Associate 

melissa@smpchome.org 

Laura Black, Ministry Associate for Children and Music 

laura@smpchome.org 

Zach Bowyer, Director of Music & Organist 

zach@smpchome.org 
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Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation 

rebecca@smpchome.org  

Adrienne Jaquith, Office and Database Manager 

adrienne@smpchome.org 

Cheryl Perry, Director of Communications 

cheryl@smpchome.org 

Steve Stevenson, Facility Administrator 

steve@smpchome.org 

Dr. Tammy Winchip, SMPC Preschool Director 

tammy@smpchome.org 

Mary Katheryne Zagora, Financial Administrator 

mkzagora@smpchome.org 
 

Church Office Hours:   

Monday – Thursday: 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.  

Friday: Closed 

We photograph and record worship services and events for church use. We may use 

these materials in church communications. Permission to podcast/stream the music in 

this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-735003.  All rights reserved.
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