
 

A Service of Worship 

Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 

July 19, 2026 

10:10 a.m., Sanctuary & Livestream 
*Please rise in body or in spirit. 

We Gather 

Prelude          Variations on "How Firm a Foundation" Janet Linker 

III. Trumpet Tune 

Welcome and Concerns of the Church Dr. Sandy Hull 

 The Lord be with you.  And also with you! 

Introit Variations on "How Firm a Foundation" Janet Linker 

II. Pastorale 

*Call to Worship (Psalm 19:7-10)  

One: The law of the Lord is perfect, 

     reviving the soul. 

All: The decrees of the Lord are sure, 

     making wise the simple. 

One: The precepts of the Lord are right, 

 rejoicing the heart. 

All: The commandment of the Lord is clear, 

 shedding light on our way.  

One: Reverence for the Lord is pure, 

  enduring forever. 

All: The commands of the Lord are true 

  and righteous altogether. 

One: More to be desired are they than gold, 

  even much fine gold. 

All: They are sweeter than honey 

  and drippings of the honeycomb.   

One: Let us worship God!   



*Hymn 4  Holy God, We Praise Your Name GROSSER GOTT 

 

Prayer of Confession (unison)  Rebecca Guzman 

God of wisdom, you have given us your Word to guide, teach, and 

correct us, yet we do not always listen. We follow other voices, ignore 

what challenges us, and fail to live with grace and love. Forgive us. 

Breathe new life into us, open our hearts, and guide our steps by the 

light of your Word. Amen. 

Assurance of God’s Grace   Rebecca Guzman 

One: God’s Word is a lamp to our feet and a light to our path. 
All: God’s grace leads us out of darkness and into new life. 
One: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven and equipped for every good work. 



All: Thanks be to God! Amen. 

*Response of Praise  Hymn 582, stanza 1 

Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me, 

and to the Son, whose grace has pardoned me, 

and to the Spirit, whose love has set me free. 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen. 

We Hear and Respond to the Word 

Church Family Moment Rebecca Guzman 

1. Find your Bible: If you already know where it is, 

take it out and spend a few minutes looking 

through it. Notice how it is divided into books, 

chapters, and verses. If you do not have a Bible 

or are ready for a new one, you can read my 

recommendations for choosing a great children’s 
Bible! 

2. Learn the books of the Bible: Music is one of the easiest ways to 

remember them! Listen to this song and try singing along. You could 

also use a bookmark, make flashcards, or practice writing the books 

in order. Spend just a few minutes each day, and you may be 

surprised by how quickly you learn them! 

3. Build your foundation: A house needs a strong foundation, and the 

Bible is an important part of our faith foundation. On the foundation 

piece from your kit, write or draw other things that keep you 

grounded in faith, such as prayer, worship, service, creation, or your 

community of faith. Add the piece to your house at the end. 

4. Wonder together: 

a. Paul wrote this letter to Timothy, a younger church leader. Why 

do you think Paul reminded Timothy that scripture could teach, 

guide, and prepare him? 

b. If someone had never read the Bible before, which Bible story 

would you want to share with them? Why? 

c. Bible study guide is included in this week’s Coming Home 
materials. How could you make reading and studying the Bible a 

regular practice? Choose a specific time and place to begin. 

Children’s Liturgy Rebecca Guzman 

As the children four years old through third grade gather for 

Children’s Worship, the congregation is invited to sing (hymn no. 19): 

God of great and God of small, God of one and God of all, 

God of weak and God of strong, God to whom all things belong,  

Alleluia, alleluia, praise be to your name. 

Congregation: God be with you there. 

Children:   God be with you here. 

https://smpchome.org/what-bible-do-i-buy-for-my-child/
https://smpchome.org/what-bible-do-i-buy-for-my-child/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5pXpdFgxlbg&list=RDFfhVkvweJ8E&index=2


The children will return to join their families following the sermon. 

Prayer for Illumination  Rev. Lindsey Odom 

First Reading Psalm 119:97-105 Rev. Odom 

Oh, how I love your law! It is my meditation all day long. Your 

commandment makes me wiser than my enemies, for it is always with 

me. I have more understanding than all my teachers, for your decrees are 

my meditation. I understand more than the aged, for I keep your 

precepts. I hold back my feet from every evil way, in order to keep your 

word. I do not turn away from your ordinances, for you have taught me. 

How sweet are your words to my taste, sweeter than honey to my 

mouth! Through your precepts I get understanding; therefore I hate 

every false way. Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path. 

Anthem Beside a Stream of Living Water Thomas Keesecker 

Summer Singers; Blythe Kinsey, piano 

Beside a stream of living water stands a tree of God’s blest people, 
Its roots run deep from those before us. By grace, it grows by grace, 

The love of God abounding. 

So many rings, a living history, some are thin from years of struggle, 

Some circle wide from times of plenty. By grace, it grows by grace, 

The love of God abounding. 

The branches soar beyond the steeple, leaves as varied as its people; 

So many gifts and yet one body. By grace, it grows by grace, 

The love of God abounding. 

O tree of life, O tree of glory, may our witness tell God’s story 

For all who follow in the future. By grace, it grows by grace, 

The love of God abounding. 

Second Reading 2 Timothy 3:16-17 Dr. Hull 

All scripture is inspired by God and is useful for teaching, for reproof, for 

correction, and for training in righteousness, so that everyone who 

belongs to God may be proficient, equipped for every good work. 

 This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God! 

Sermon “Inspired and Useful” Dr. Hull 

*Hymn 458 Thy Word Is a Lamp unto My Feet THY WORD 



 

 

*The Affirmation of Faith (unison) A Brief Statement of Faith 

 Rev. Melissa White 

We trust in God the Holy Spirit, everywhere the giver and renewer of 

life. The Spirit justifies us by grace through faith, sets us free to accept 

ourselves and to love God and neighbor, and binds us together with all 

believers in the one body of Christ, the Church. The same Spirit who 

inspired the prophets and apostles rules our faith and life in Christ 

through Scripture, engages us through the Word proclaimed, claims us 

in the waters of baptism, feeds us with the bread of life and the cup of 

salvation, and calls women and men to all ministries of the church. 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer Rev. White 

. . . (unison) Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this 

day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors, 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 

the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

Offering Invitation  Rev. White 

Offertory Variations on "How Firm a Foundation" Janet Linker 

VIII. Reverie 



As an alternative to the traditional offering plate, you may support the ministry of 

SMPC by giving online at www.smpchome.org/give or texting SMPC to 73256. 

*Doxology  Hymn 606 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, 

all creatures here below; praise him above ye heavenly host; 

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

*Prayer of Dedication   

God of every good gift, receive these offerings as signs of our gratitude. 

Use them, and use us, to share your love, serve our neighbors, and bring 

light to the world. Amen.    

We Go Out to Serve 

*Hymn 463 How Firm a Foundation FOUNDATION 

http://www.smpchome.org/give


 

*Charge and Benediction  Dr. Hull 

*Congregational Response   Hymn 765 

(first time: choir; second time: all) 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Postlude  Variations on "How Firm a Foundation" Janet Linker 

IX. Finale 

Worship Service Notes 

Leading Worship this Morning   

Dr. Sandy Hull, Transitional Pastor 

Rev. Lindsey Odom, Associate Pastor of Youth & Missions/Outreach 

Rev. Melissa White, Parish Associate for Congregational Care & 

Connection 

Zach Bowyer, Director of Music & Organist 

Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation 

Summer Singers; Blythe Kinsey, piano 

A/V Team: Dylan Booker, Chris Wilcox 

Ushers: Dan DeChant, Gena DeChant, Phil Eatherton, Andrew Gaul, Bjorn 

Hansen, Jim Williams 

Welcome Team: Jack Hess, Jane Klecker, Tom Klecker 

Welcome to South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church! If you are joining 

us in person or online, are a first-time visitor, a long-term member, or 

anything in between, we are glad that you are worshiping with us and we 

want to stay connected with you. To receive our emails, sent on Thursday 



mornings, contact Adrienne Jaquith, Office and Database Manager, 

adrienne@smpchome.org. SMPC uses Realm as a church directory and 

for event registrations. If you are new to Realm or have questions about 

it, please contact Adrienne Jaquith, and she will be happy to help! 

Interested in joining South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church? To learn 

more about membership and the process of joining, contact Rev. Melissa 

White, Parish Associate, melissa@smpchome.org or 704-887-7488.  

Congregational Notes (as of July 15, 2026) 

Remember in Prayer 

• Ralph Royster, Derek and Leanne Royster and the entire Royster 

family, as Ralph’s wife, Barbara “Bobbi” Royster, entered the Church 
triumphant on July 13. 

• The people of Bayonnais and all of Haiti, that God would bring 

protection from violence, healing for the injured, provision for those 

in need, and strength and hope in the midst of hardship.   

• All those affected by conflict, displacement, and unrest. 

• That God would guide us to serve others with compassion, justice, 

and mercy within our church, our community, and our world. 

To join the prayer chain or send a prayer request: 

prayer@SMPChome.org 

SMPC STAFF 

Dr. Sandy Hull, Transitional Pastor 

sandy@smpchome.org 

Rev. Lindsey Odom, Associate Pastor of Youth & Missions/Outreach 

lindsey@smpchome.org 

Rev. Melissa White, Parish Associate 

melissa@smpchome.org 

Laura Black, Ministry Associate for Children and Music 

laura@smpchome.org 

Zach Bowyer, Director of Music & Organist 

zach@smpchome.org 

Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation 

rebecca@smpchome.org  

Adrienne Jaquith, Office and Database Manager 

adrienne@smpchome.org 

Cheryl Perry, Director of Communications 

cheryl@smpchome.org 

Steve Stevenson, Facility Administrator 

steve@smpchome.org 

Dr. Tammy Winchip, SMPC Preschool Director 

tammy@smpchome.org 

Mary Katheryne Zagora, Financial Administrator 

mkzagora@smpchome.org 
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Church Office Hours:   

Monday – Thursday: 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.  

Friday: Closed 

We photograph and record worship services and events for church use. We may use 

these materials in church communications. Permission to podcast/stream the music in 

this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-735003.  All rights reserved. 
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