
 

A Service of Worship 

Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 

July 5, 2026 

10:10 a.m., Sanctuary & Livestream 
*Please rise in body or in spirit. 

We Gather 

Prelude Praise the Lord with Drums and Cymbals Sigfried Karg-Elert 

Welcome and Concerns of the Church Dr. Sandy Hull 

 The Lord be with you.  And also with you!  

Introit Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying KEN MEDEMA 

*Call to Worship (Daniel 4:34, 37)  Rev. Melissa White 

One: Praise to the Most High God! 

All: Honor and glory to the One who lives forever! 

One: God’s rule is everlasting. 
All:   God’s kingdom endures from generation to generation.   
One: All God’s works are truth and God’s ways are justice. 
All: God is able to bring low those who walk in pride.  

One: Let us worship God! 

*Hymn 385 All People That on Earth Do Dwell OLD HUNDREDTH 



 

 

Prayer of Confession (unison)   Rev. White 

Merciful God, too often we treat prayer as our last option, not our first.  

Long before we get around to praying, we wallow in worry, we grumble 

and gripe, we deem some person or situation hopeless.  Forgive us, 

loving Lord, for acting as if you were weak and uncaring, whereas we 

know you are our very present help in trouble.  Fill us with your Spirit, 

so that we may trust you and come to you in prayer at all times and in 

all circumstances. 

Assurance of God’s Grace (John 3:16) Rev. White 

One: “God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that 
whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.”  
Friends, hear and believe God’s good news! 

All: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! 

*Response of Praise  No. 582, stanza 1 

Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me, 

and to the Son, whose grace has pardoned me, 



and to the Spirit, whose love has set me free. 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen. 

We Hear and Respond to the Word 

Church Family Moment Rebecca Guzman 

1. Story Connection: Listen to a readaloud of Can I 

Pray With My Eyes Open? by Susan Brown. 

This book reminds us that prayer can happen in 

many ways and many places. In 1 Timothy, we 

are invited to pray in all kinds of ways for all 

kinds of people. 

2. Activity: Move around your home and find objects that remind you 

of people you can pray for. Find something soft for someone who 

needs comfort, something from the kitchen for someone who is 

hungry, something with wheels for someone who helps others, 

something colorful for someone who is celebrating, and something 

that reminds you of peace. After each object, say one sentence 

prayer for that kind of person 

3. Create a Prayer Map: Inspired by Sybil MacBeth’s Praying in Color, 

draw God’s name or a symbol for God in the middle of a piece of 
paper. Around it, draw circles for different people you can pray for: 

someone you love, someone who helps you, someone who is having 

a hard time, someone far away, and someone who needs fairness, 

safety, or peace. Add colors, doodles, lines, and shapes as your 

prayer. 

4. Journal, considering the following: 

a) Who do you usually remember to pray for? Who might be easy 

to forget? 

b)  Can you pray for someone even if you do not know their name? 

c) How can praying for someone help us notice and care for them? 

Children’s Liturgy Rebecca Guzman 

As the children four years old through third grade gather for 

Children’s Worship, the congregation is invited to sing (hymn no. 19): 

God of great and God of small, God of one and God of all, 

God of weak and God of strong, God to whom all things belong, 

Alleluia, alleluia, praise be to your name. 

Congregation: God be with you there. 

Children:   God be with you here. 

The children will return to join their families following the sermon. 

Prayer for Illumination  Dr. Hull 

First Reading 1 Timothy 2:1-7 Dr. Hull 

First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and 

thanksgivings be made for everyone, for kings and all who are in high 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vPF7Py6pB94
https://prayingincolor.com/


positions, so that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness 

and dignity. This is right and is acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, 

who desires everyone to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the 

truth. For there is one God; there is also one mediator between God and 

humankind, Christ Jesus, himself human, who gave himself a ransom for 

all —this was attested at the right time. For this I was appointed a herald 

and an apostle (I am telling the truth, I am not lying), a teacher of the 

Gentiles in faith and truth. 

Second Reading Psalm 72:1-14 Dr. Hull 

Give the king your justice, O God, and your righteousness to a king's son. 

May he judge your people with righteousness, and your poor with justice. 

May the mountains yield prosperity for the people, and the hills, in 

righteousness. May he defend the cause of the poor of the people, give 

deliverance to the needy, and crush the oppressor. May he live while the 

sun endures, and as long as the moon, throughout all generations. May 

he be like rain that falls on the mown grass, like showers that water the 

earth. In his days may righteousness flourish and peace abound, until the 

moon is no more. May he have dominion from sea to sea, and from the 

River to the ends of the earth. May his foes bow down before him, and 

his enemies lick the dust. May the kings of Tarshish and of the isles render 

him tribute, may the kings of Sheba and Seba bring gifts. May all kings fall 

down before him, all nations give him service. For he delivers the needy 

when they call, the poor and those who have no helper. He has pity on 

the weak and the needy, and saves the lives of the needy. From 

oppression and violence he redeems their life; and precious is their blood 

in his sight. 

 This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God! 

Sermon “Praying for Our Leaders” Dr. Hull 

*Hymn 501 Feed Us, Lord LIVING GOD 

 

Offering Invitation  Rev. Odom  



Offertory 'Tis So Sweet to Trust in Jesus Arr. Peter Hilliard 

Sarah Abushakara, piano 

As an alternative to the traditional offering plate, you may support the ministry of 

SMPC by giving online at www.smpchome.org/give or texting SMPC to 73256. 

*Doxology  No. 606 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, 

all creatures here below; praise him above ye heavenly host; 

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Celebration of the Lord’s Supper 

Invitation to the Table  Dr. Hull 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and the Lord’s Prayer Rev. Odom 

One: The Lord be with you.  

Many: And also with you. 

One: Lift up your hearts.   

Many: We lift them to the Lord. 

One:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

Many: It is right to give our thanks and praise. (Pastor’s prayer) 
. . . (unison) Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this 

day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is 

the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

The Words of Institution Rev. Odom, Dr. Hull 

The Bread and the Cup  

You are invited to come forward (see diagram) to receive the elements of 

communion by intinction.  When receiving the elements by intinction, you are 
invited to take a piece of bread, dip it into the cup, and return to your seat. If 
you are not able to come forward, you will be served at your seat. Servers with 
gluten-free elements are located at the back of the sanctuary. 

Communion of the People 

The Prayer after Communion  Dr. Hull 

We Go Out to Serve 

*Hymn 500 Be Known to Us in Breaking Bread ST. FLAVIAN 

http://www.smpchome.org/give


 

 

*Charge and Benediction  Dr. Hull 

Benediction Response   No. 547, stanza 2 

Go, my children, sins forgiven, at peace and pure. 

Here you learned how much I love you, what I can cure. 

Here you heard my dear Son’s story;  
here you touched him, saw his glory. 

Go, my children, sins forgiven, at peace and pure. 

Postlude  Fanfare- Jacques Nicholas Lemmens 

Worship Service Notes 

Leading Worship this Morning   

Dr. Sandy Hull, Transitional Pastor 

Rev. Lindsey Odom, Associate Pastor of Youth & Missions/Outreach 

Rev. Melissa White, Parish Associate for Congregational Care & 

Connection  

Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation 

 Sarah Abushakra, organ and piano 

A/V Team: Kari Case 

Ushers: Andrew Brown, Frank Graham, Judy Jones, Craig Parrish, Donna 

Podgorny, Bob Williamson 

Welcome Team: Jack Hess 

Welcome to South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church! If you are joining 

us in person or online, are a first-time visitor, a long-term member, or 

anything in between, we are glad that you are worshiping with us and we 

want to stay connected with you. To receive our emails, sent on Thursday 

mornings, contact Adrienne Jaquith, Office and Database Manager, 

adrienne@smpchome.org. SMPC uses Realm as a church directory and 



for event registrations. If you are new to Realm or have questions about 

it, please contact Adrienne Jaquith, and she will be happy to help! 

Interested in joining South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church? To learn 

more about membership and the process of joining, contact Rev. Melissa 

White, Parish Associate, melissa@smpchome.org or 704-887-7488. 

Congregational Notes (as of July 1, 2026) 

Remember in Prayer 

• Kay Dano as she recovers from a fall.  

• Zach Bowyer, Director of Music and Organist, as he prepares to 

return to work on July 7 after enjoying rest, reflection and spiritual 

renewal while on sabbatical. 

• The people of Venezuela as they respond to the devastation caused 

by the recent earthquakes, especially those grieving tremendous 

loss and for those working tirelessly on rescue and recovery efforts.  

• The people of Bayonnais and all of Haiti, that God would bring 

protection from violence, healing for the injured, provision for those 

in need, and strength and hope in the midst of hardship.   

• All those affected by conflict, displacement, and unrest around the 

world and at home.  

• That God would guide us to serve others with compassion, justice, 

and mercy within our church, our community, and our world. 

To join the prayer chain or send a prayer request: 

prayer@SMPChome.org 

SMPC STAFF 

Dr. Sandy Hull, Transitional Pastor 

sandy@smpchome.org 

Rev. Lindsey Odom, Associate Pastor of Youth & Missions/Outreach 

lindsey@smpchome.org 

Rev. Melissa White, Parish Associate 

melissa@smpchome.org 

Laura Black, Ministry Associate for Children and Music 

laura@smpchome.org 

Zach Bowyer, Director of Music & Organist 

zach@smpchome.org 

Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation 

rebecca@smpchome.org  

Adrienne Jaquith, Office and Database Manager 

adrienne@smpchome.org 

Cheryl Perry, Director of Communications 

cheryl@smpchome.org 

Steve Stevenson, Facility Administrator 

steve@smpchome.org 

Dr. Tammy Winchip, SMPC Preschool Director 
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tammy@smpchome.org 

Mary Katheryne Zagora, Financial Administrator 

mkzagora@smpchome.org 
 

Church Office Hours:   

Monday – Thursday: 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.  

Friday: Closed 

We photograph and record worship services and events for church use. We may use 

these materials in church communications. Permission to podcast/stream the music in 

this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-735003.  All rights reserved.
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