
 

A Service of Worship 

Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

August 23, 2026 

10:10 a.m., Sanctuary & Livestream 
*Please rise in body or in spirit. 

We Gather 

Prelude          Jesus Loves Me arr. Jason Payne 

Welcome and Concerns of the Church Dr. Sandy Hull 

 The Lord be with you.  And also with you! 

Moment for Mission  Tony Castle 

Introit Surely the Presence Lanny Wolfe 

*Call to Worship (from Psalm 104) Caroline Trimmer 
One: O Lord my God, you are very great! 

All: You are clothed with splendor and majesty! 

One: You wrap yourself in light as with a garment. 

All: You stretch out the heavens like a tent. 

One: You make the clouds your chariot. 

All: You ride on the wings of the wind.   

One: I will sing to the Lord all my life! 

All: I will sing praise to my God as long as I live. 

One: May my meditation be pleasing to God.  

All: I rejoice in the Lord. 

One: Praise the Lord, O my soul! 

All: Praise the Lord!   

*Hymn 1  Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty NICAEA 

 

 

 



 

 

Prayer of Confession (unison)   Rev. Lindsey Odom 

Gracious and loving God, you call us into new life through Jesus Christ, 

yet we often resist the transformation you desire for us. We hold on to 

old habits, old hurts, and old ways of thinking that keep us from fully 

trusting your Spirit’s work within us. We confess that we sometimes 

seek comfort instead of growth, certainty instead of faith, and control 

instead of surrender. We fail to notice the new life you are creating 



around us and within us. We forget that you have claimed us as your 

beloved children and continue to shape us each day. Forgive us, renew 

us, and make us new. Breathe your Spirit into our lives, that we may 

grow in faith, reflect your love, and become the people you are calling 

us to be, in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Redeemer, we pray, 

Amen.   

Assurance of God’s Grace  Rev. Odom 

One: Friends, Jesus reminds Nicodemus that the Spirit of God moves like 

the wind, bringing new life, renewal, and transformation in ways 

we cannot always see or understand. Through Christ, God has 

claimed us, forgiven us, and continues to make us new. In Jesus 

Christ, we are forgiven, renewed, and born again into the new life 

God offers us. 

All: Alleluia! Amen. 

*Response of Praise  Hymn 582, stanza 1 

Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me, 

and to the Son, whose grace has pardoned me, 

and to the Spirit, whose love has set me free. 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen. 

We Hear and Respond to the Word 

Church Family Moment Rebecca Guzman 

1. Watch the story of Nicodemus. Then read John 

3:1–8 and compare the video with the Bible story. 

What did the video help you notice or 

understand? 

2. Add signs of new life to your house. Draw 

flowers, plants, vines, or flower boxes around 

your house. Plants remind us of new life and the new life Jesus offers 

us. This week, finish putting your house together and bring it to 

church on Sunday, August 30. We will create a whole neighborhood 

of faith to display together! As you add signs of new life, remember 

that God is building us into a people of welcome, grace, and love. 

3. Explore becoming a new creation. Have a caterpillar-to-butterfly 

race: wiggle across the floor on your stomach like a caterpillar, then 

stand up, spread your wings, and flutter back like a butterfly. You 

could also make a butterfly craft or simply act out a caterpillar 

changing into a butterfly. Talk about how a caterpillar becomes 

something new. In Christ, Paul says that we are a new creation too! 

4. Wonder Together: 

a. What do you think confused Nicodemus about being “born 

again”? 

b. What does it mean to be a new creation in Christ? 

c. Where do you see God making something new? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZQDGTtfwDSY


Blessing of the Backpacks   

The children will return to join their families following the sermon. 

Prayer for Illumination  Rev. Odom 

Old Testament Reading Ezekiel 36:24-28 Rev. Odom 

I will take you from the nations, and gather you from all the countries, 

and bring you into your own land. I will sprinkle clean water upon you, 

and you shall be clean from all your uncleannesses, and from all your idols 

I will cleanse you. A new heart I will give you, and a new spirit I will put 

within you; and I will remove from your body the heart of stone and give 

you a heart of flesh. I will put my spirit within you, and make you follow 

my statutes and be careful to observe my ordinances. Then you shall live 

in the land that I gave to your ancestors; and you shall be my people, and 

I will be your God. 

 

Epistle Reading 2 Corinthians 5:14-17 Rev. Odom 

For the love of Christ urges us on, because we are convinced that one has 

died for all; therefore all have died. And he died for all, so that those who 

live might live no longer for themselves, but for him who died and was 

raised for them. From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a 

human point of view; even though we once knew Christ from a human 

point of view, we know him no longer in that way. So if anyone is in Christ, 

there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything 

has become new! 

Anthem  Clouds of Witnesses Surround Us Robert Hobby 

Chancel Choir; Festival Brass 

Clouds of witnesses surround us, saints whose heritage we claim. 

Christ’s own love has bought and bound us one with all who bear his name. 

Here, within this congregation, trusting Your strong Word alone, 

Help us build on this foundation: Christ, the living cornerstone. 

Holy Spirit’s fire falling where Your faithful people pray: 

Fall on us, expectant, calling, gathered in Your name today. 

Come, through word of mystic power; come, through water, bread and wine. 

Gifts of grace upon us shower; Christ’s pure light among us shine. 

Send us where Your people languish, lost in depths of sin, despair. 

Send us where they lie in anguish, wounded, wasted, bowed with care. 

Lord, Your Gospel’s word of freedom let our lives, our lips reveal 

Till the long awaited kingdom comes this broken world to heal. 

Help us, as the saints before us, bear with faithfulness Your name, 

Till we join the mighty chorus singing hymns of glad acclaim: 

Praise the Lamb, once slain, victorious over death forevermore. 

Father, Spirit, ever glorious, Triune God whom we adore. 

Gospel Reading John 3:1-8 (NIV) Dr. Hull 

Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who was a member 

of the Jewish ruling council. He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, 



we know that you are a teacher who has come from God. For no one 

could perform the signs you are doing if God were not with him.” Jesus 

replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless 

they are born again. ” “How can someone be born when they are old?” 

Nicodemus asked. “Surely they cannot enter a second time into their 

mother’s womb to be born!” Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no 

one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are born of water and the 

Spirit. Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. You 

should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You must be born again.’ The wind 

blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where 

it comes from or where it is going. So it is with everyone born of the 

Spirit.”  

 This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God! 

Sermon “What About Those Born-Again Christians?” Dr. Hull 

*Hymn 658 God Is So Good GOD IS SO GOOD 

 

*The Affirmation of Faith (unison) Confession of 1967 

 Rev. Melissa White 

The Holy Spirit brings us God’s forgiveness, moves us to respond in 

faith, repentance, and obedience, and initiates the new life in Christ. 

The new life takes shape in a community where we know that God loves 

and accepts us in spite of what we are.  We therefore accept ourselves 

and love others, knowing that no one has any ground on which to stand, 



except God’s grace.  The new life finds its direction in the life of Jesus, 

his deeds and words, his struggles against temptation, his compassion, 

his anger, and his willingness to suffer death.  The teaching of apostles 

and prophets guides us in living this life, and the Christian community 

equips us for our ministries. 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer Rev. White 

. . . (unison) Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this 

day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors, 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 

the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

Offering Invitation  Rev. White 

Offertory Amazing Grace arr. Anthony Evert 

As an alternative to the traditional offering plate, you may support the ministry of 
SMPC by giving online at www.smpchome.org/give or texting SMPC to 73256. 

*Doxology  Hymn 606 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, 

all creatures here below; praise him above ye heavenly host; 

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

*Prayer of Dedication  Graham Trimmer 

Covenant God, you have claimed us as your people and entrusted us 

with gifts to be used for your glory. Receive what we return to you this 

day, and make it fruitful for the work of your kingdom. Bless these gifts 

for the work of your Church, the proclamation of the gospel, and the 

service of our neighbors. Amen.    

We Go Out to Serve 

*Hymn 295 Go to the World! SINE NOMINE 

http://www.smpchome.org/give


 

 

*Charge and Benediction  Dr. Hull 

*Benediction Response  

 God Be with You Till We Meet Again WilliamTomer 

Postlude  Festival Piece on "Nicaea" Jerry Westenkuehler 

Worship Service Notes 

Leading Worship this Morning   

Dr. Sandy Hull, Transitional Pastor 

Rev. Lindsey Odom, Associate Pastor of Youth & Missions/Outreach 

Rev. Melissa White, Parish Associate for Congregational Care & 

Connection 

Zach Bowyer, Director of Music & Organist 

Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation 

Chancel Choir 

Festival Brass: Kyle Gavagan, trumpet I; Dottie Buchan, trumpet II; 

Justin Austenfeld, trombone I; Nathaniel Cheek, trombone II 

Caroline Trimmer, Graham Trimmer, liturgists 

A/V Team: Dylan Booker, Chris Wilcox 

Ushers: Dan DeChant, Gena DeChant, Dean Elledge, Mary Elledge, 

Richard Fransee, Tom Klecker 

Welcome Team: Jennifer Hurlburt, Leanne Royster, Greg Sligar, Amy 

Zagora 



Welcome to South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church! If you are joining 

us in person or online, are a first-time visitor, a long-term member, or 

anything in between, we are glad that you are worshiping with us and we 

want to stay connected with you. To receive our emails, sent on Thursday 

mornings, contact Adrienne Jaquith, Office and Database Manager, 

adrienne@smpchome.org.  

Interested in joining South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church? To learn 

more about membership and the process of joining, contact Rev. Melissa 

White, Parish Associate, melissa@smpchome.org or 704-887-7488.  

Congregational Notes (as of August 20, 2026) 

Remember in Prayer 

• Students, parents, teachers, and administrators, as the school year 

begins. 

• The people of Bayonnais and all of Haiti, that God would bring 

protection from violence, healing for the injured, provision for those 

in need, and strength and hope in the midst of hardship.   

• That God would guide us to serve others with compassion, justice, 

and mercy within our church, our community, and our world. 

SMPC STAFF 

Dr. Sandy Hull, Transitional Pastor 

sandy@smpchome.org 

Rev. Lindsey Odom, Associate Pastor of Youth & Missions/Outreach 

lindsey@smpchome.org 

Rev. Melissa White, Parish Associate 

melissa@smpchome.org 

Laura Black, Ministry Associate for Children and Music 

laura@smpchome.org 

Zach Bowyer, Director of Music & Organist 

zach@smpchome.org 

Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation 

rebecca@smpchome.org  

Adrienne Jaquith, Office and Database Manager 

adrienne@smpchome.org 

Cheryl Perry, Director of Communications 

cheryl@smpchome.org 

Steve Stevenson, Facility Administrator 

steve@smpchome.org 

Dr. Tammy Winchip, SMPC Preschool Director 

tammy@smpchome.org 

Mary Katheryne Zagora, Financial Administrator 

mkzagora@smpchome.org 

 

To join the prayer chain or send a prayer request: 

prayer@SMPChome.org 
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Church Office Hours:   

Monday – Thursday: 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.  

Friday: Closed 

We photograph and record worship services and events for church use. We may use 

these materials in church communications. Permission to podcast/stream the music in 

this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-735003.  All rights reserved. 
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