
 

A Service of Worship 

Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 

September 20, 2026 

10:10 a.m., Sanctuary & Livestream 
*Please rise in body or in spirit. 

We Gather 

Prelude          Meditation on "The Ash Grove" David Lasky 

Welcome and Concerns of the Church Dr. Sandy Hull 

 The Lord be with you.  And also with you! 

Moment for Music  Zach Bowyer 

Mission Study Task Force  Walton Price 

Introit Surely the Presence Lanny Wolfe 

*Call to Worship   
One: Give thanks to the LORD! Praise God’s name! 

All: We will tell the world what God has done. 

One: Sing to the LORD, who has done wonderful things for us! 

All: We raise our hearts and voices in praise! 

One: Shout and sing with joy! 

All: For great is the Holy One who lives among us!   

*Hymn 645 Sing Praise to God Who Reigns Above MIT FREUDEN ZART 



 

 

Prayer of Confession (unison)  Rebecca Guzman 

Holy One, you have blessed our lives beyond measure, and yet we often 

focus on what we do not have. We fail to notice your gifts, take for 



granted the people you have given us to love, and consume without 

recognizing how much we already have. Forgive our ingratitude. Open 

our eyes to the abundance around us and give us grateful hearts and 

joyful spirits. Amen. 

Assurance of God’s Grace  Rebecca Guzman 

One: God did not send Christ into the world to condemn the world, but 

to save it. We can trust God’s promise: we are a forgiven people. 

All: Thanks be to God! 

*Response of Praise  Hymn 582, stanza 1 

Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me, 

and to the Son, whose grace has pardoned me, 

and to the Spirit, whose love has set me free. 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen. 

We Hear and Respond to the Word 

Church Family Moment Rebecca Guzman 

1. Story Connection: Read or watch The Thank You Book 

by Mo Willems. Piggie decides to become a “thanking 

machine” and thank everyone who has been part of 

her life. Talk about why saying “thank you” matters. 

Who are people you want to thank?  

2. Craft: Create a gratitude flower. On each petal, write or draw 

something you are thankful for—people, places, experiences, or 

things you know about God. 

3. Game: Grab a die and play the Gratitude Dice Game together. Each 

roll gives you something different to think about and share. Can you 

come up with something new each time? 

4. Wonder Together: 

a. Who are some people you are especially thankful for? Is there 

someone at church you could thank this week? 

b. What are some things about God for which you are thankful? 

c. Paul tells us to “give thanks in all circumstances.” When might it 

be hard to give thanks? 

d. Being a “thanking machine” takes practice! How could your 

family make a habit of noticing things to be thankful for each 

day? 

Children’s Liturgy Rebecca Guzman 

As the children four years old through third grade gather for 

Children’s Worship, the congregation is invited to sing (hymn no. 19): 

God of great and God of small, God of one and God of all, 

God of weak and God of strong, God to whom all things belong,  

Alleluia, alleluia, praise be to your name. 

Congregation: God be with you there. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MlAqCqYrDLU
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/610c428467cd1f274e52311d/t/623a9a6824d3d45901a6ae01/1648007784725/Gratitude+Flower+Worksheet+Laura+Linn+Knight.pdf
https://livelaughrowe.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/Gratitude-Dice-Game-Printables-from-Live-Laugh-Rowe.pdf


Children:   God be with you here. 
The children will return to join their families following the sermon. 

Prayer for Illumination  Rev. Lindsey Odom 

First Reading 1 Thessalonians 5:12-18 Rev. Odom 

But we appeal to you, brothers and sisters, to respect those who labor 

among you, and have charge of you in the Lord and admonish you; 

esteem them very highly in love because of their work. Be at peace 

among yourselves. And we urge you, beloved, to admonish the idlers, 

encourage the fainthearted, help the weak, be patient with all of them.  

See that none of you repays evil for evil, but always seek to do good to 

one another and to all. Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks 

in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 

Anthem Joy in the Morning Natalie Sleeth 

Chancel Choir 

There’ll be joy in the morning on that day, 

for the daylight will dawn when the darkness is gone, 

there’ll be joy in the morning on that day. 

 There’ll be peace and contentment evermore, 

every heart, every voice will together rejoice, 

there’ll be peace and contentment evermore. 

 And the glory of the Lord will shine, shine upon us. 

And the glory of the Lord will bring the truth divine. 

 There’ll be love and forgiveness everywhere, 

and the way of the Lord will that day be restored; 

there’ll be love and forgiveness everywhere. 

 There’ll be love and forgiveness, 

there’ll be peace and contentment, 

there’ll be joy! 

Second Reading Luke 12:13-21 Dr. Hull 

Someone in the crowd said to him, "Teacher, tell my brother to divide the 

family inheritance with me." But he said to him, "Friend, who set me to 

be a judge or arbitrator over you?" And he said to them, "Take care! Be 

on your guard against all kinds of greed; for one's life does not consist in 

the abundance of possessions." Then he told them a parable: "The land 

of a rich man produced abundantly. And he thought to himself, "What 

should I do, for I have no place to store my crops?' Then he said, "I will do 

this: I will pull down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store 

all my grain and my goods. And I will say to my soul, Soul, you have ample 

goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.' But God said to 

him, "You fool! This very night your life is being demanded of you. And 

the things you have prepared, whose will they be?' So it is with those who 

store up treasures for themselves but are not rich toward God."  

 This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God! 

Sermon “Dogs, Cats, and the Secret of Joy” Dr. Hull 



*Hymn 643 Now Thank We All Our God NUN DANKET ALLE GOTT 

*The Affirmation of Faith (unison) Heidelberg Catechism 

 Rev. Odom 

One: What is your only comfort, in life and in death?  

All: My only comfort, in life and in death, is that I belong – body and 

soul, in life and in death – not to myself, but to my faithful Savior, 

Jesus Christ, who at the cost of his own blood has fully paid for my 

sins and has completely freed me from the dominion of the devil; 

that he protects me so well that without the will of my Father in 

heaven not a hair can fall from my head; indeed, that everything 

must fit his purpose for my salvation. Therefore, by his Holy Spirit, 

he also assures me of eternal life and makes me wholeheartedly 

willing and ready from now on to live for him. 



Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer Rev. Odom  

. . . (unison) Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this 

day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors, 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 

the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

Offering Invitation  Rev. Odom 

Offertory Jesu, Joy of Man's Desiring J. S. Bach 

Belinda Hull, cello 

As an alternative to the traditional offering plate, you may support the ministry of 
SMPC by giving online at www.smpchome.org/give or texting SMPC to 73256. 

*Doxology  Hymn 606 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, 

all creatures here below; praise him above ye heavenly host; 

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

*Prayer of Dedication   

Giving God, we thank you for every good gift and offer these gifts in 

gratitude. Use them to share your love, serve your people, and further 

your work in the world. Receive not only what we give, but our lives as 

well, that we may be people of gratitude, peace, and love. Amen.     

We Go Out to Serve 

*Hymn 37 Let All Things Now Living ASH GROVE 

http://www.smpchome.org/give


 

 

*Charge and Benediction  Dr. Hull 

 

 



*Congregational Response   Hymn 80 
(choir sings once; all repeat) 

 

Postlude  Festive Postlude in D John Dixon 

Congregational Meeting 

Worship Service Notes 

Leading Worship this Morning   

Dr. Sandy Hull, Transitional Pastor 

Rev. Lindsey Odom, Associate Pastor of Youth & Missions/Outreach 

Zach Bowyer, Director of Music & Organist 

Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation 

Chancel Choir   

Belinda Hull, cello 



Acolytes: Madelyn Gaul, Maddie Slagle 

A/V Team: Jordan Booker, Chris Wilcox 

Ushers: Bob Cushman, Mitchell Davis, Dan DeChant, Dick Engle, Curt 

Ireland, Tom Klecker  

Welcome Team: Kathy Galati, Brynn Latzke, Betsy Leonard 

A Congregational Meeting will be held today immediately following the 

Postlude for the purpose of electing officers.  

If you are interested in learning more about our organ 

restoration and installation project and want to learn 

about the instrument's history and how it found its new 

home at SMPC, scan the QR code.   

Welcome to South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church! If you are joining 

us in person or online, are a first-time visitor, a long-term member, or 

anything in between, we are glad that you are worshiping with us and we 

want to stay connected with you. To receive our emails, sent on Thursday 

mornings, contact Adrienne Jaquith, Office and Database Manager, 

adrienne@smpchome.org. SMPC uses Realm as a church directory and 

for event registrations. If you are new to Realm or have questions about 

it, please contact Adrienne Jaquith, and she will be happy to help! 

Interested in joining South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church? To learn 

more about membership and the process of joining, contact Rev. Melissa 

White, Parish Associate, melissa@smpchome.org or 704-887-7488.  

Congregational Notes (as of September 16, 2026) 

Remember in Prayer 

• Tom and Lori Schellin and their family as Tom’s sister, Dodie Barton, 

entered the Church triumphant on September 10. 

• The Mission Study Task Force as they work to discern God’s calling 

for SMPC. 

• The people of Bayonnais and all of Haiti, that God would bring 

protection from violence, healing for the injured, provision for those 

in need, and strength and hope in the midst of hardship.   

• All those affected by conflict, displacement, and unrest around the 

world and at home.  

• That God would guide us to serve others with compassion, justice, 

and mercy within our church, our community, and our world. 

To join the prayer chain or send a prayer request: 

prayer@SMPChome.org 

SMPC STAFF 

Dr. Sandy Hull, Transitional Pastor 

sandy@smpchome.org 

Rev. Lindsey Odom, Associate Pastor of Youth & Missions/Outreach 

mailto:prayer@SMPChome.org
mailto:sandy@smpchome.org


lindsey@smpchome.org 

Rev. Melissa White, Parish Associate 

melissa@smpchome.org 

Laura Black, Ministry Associate for Children and Music 

laura@smpchome.org 

Zach Bowyer, Director of Music & Organist 

zach@smpchome.org 

Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation 

rebecca@smpchome.org  

Adrienne Jaquith, Office and Database Manager 

adrienne@smpchome.org 

Cheryl Perry, Director of Communications 

cheryl@smpchome.org 

Steve Stevenson, Facility Administrator 

steve@smpchome.org 

Dr. Tammy Winchip, SMPC Preschool Director 

tammy@smpchome.org 

Mary Katheryne Zagora, Financial Administrator 

mkzagora@smpchome.org 

 

To join the prayer chain or send a prayer request: 

prayer@SMPChome.org 

 

Church Office Hours:   

Monday – Thursday: 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.  

Friday: Closed 

We photograph and record worship services and events for church use. We may use 

these materials in church communications. Permission to podcast/stream the music in 

this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-735003.  All rights reserved. 
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