
 

A Service of Worship 

Scout Sunday 

September 27, 2026 

10:10 a.m., Sanctuary & Livestream 
*Please rise in body or in spirit. 

We Gather 

Prelude          Aria Dolce arr. Greg Sewell 

Welcome and Concerns of the Church Dr. Sandy Hull 

 The Lord be with you.  And also with you! 

Moment for Scouting  David Gaines 

Mission Study Task Force  Mary Elledge 

Introit What Does the Lord Require of You? Jim Strathdee 

*Call to Worship  (Psalm 84) Emily Mitchell 
One: How lovely is your dwelling place, O Lord! 

All: My soul longs, indeed it faints 

    for the courts of the Lord. 

One: A day in your courts is better 

  than a thousand elsewhere. 

All: I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God, 

  than live in the tents of wickedness. 

One: For the Lord God is a sun and shield; 

  the Lord bestows favor and honor. 

All: O Lord of hosts, 

    happy is everyone who trusts in you! 

One: Let us lift our hearts and voices in worship!   

*Hymn 402 How Lovely, Lord MERLE'S TUNE 



 

Prayer of Confession (unison)  Rebecca Guzman 

God of grace and truth, your Son came that we might have life and have 

it abundantly.  But we have chosen another path.  Too often we have 

sought promotions, popularity, prestige, and possessions as if they 

were the source of abundant life, and we have missed the true life you 

give us in Christ.  Forgive us, we pray, and fill us with your Spirit so that 

we will choose a new perspective and a new pathway forward. 

Assurance of God’s Grace  Rebecca Guzman 

One: “God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that 

whoever believes in him shall not perish, but have eternal life.”  

Friends, hear and believe God’s good news. 

All: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven! 

*Response of Praise  Hymn 582, stanza 1 

Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me, 

and to the Son, whose grace has pardoned me, 

and to the Spirit, whose love has set me free. 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen. 

We Hear and Respond to the Word 



Church Family Moment Rebecca Guzman 

1. Story Connection: Read or watch What Is Given from 

the Heart by Patricia C. McKissack. James Otis and his 

mother have very little themselves, but when another 

family loses everything in a fire, they discover that 

everyone has something meaningful to give. What did James Otis 

give? Why was his gift valuable even though it didn’t cost money? 

(Source: Ann Thomas Knox, StoryPath) 

2. Craft: Find an empty jar or container and decorate it with the word 

GIVE. Decide as a family how to add money to it—perhaps part of 

an allowance, birthday money, or spare change. When the jar 

begins to fill, choose together where to give it. It could go to the 

church, a mission partner, or another organization that helps 

people. Make sharing part of the way your family thinks about 

money. 

3. Game: Play “Guess Who?” and think of a person, place, group, or 

cause that could use some help. Without saying what it is, write 

down five ways someone could help. Read your five ideas aloud and 

see if everyone else can guess who—or what—you are trying to 

help. Then take turns! 

4. Wonder Together: 

a. Why do you think it can be hard to share something that is 

important to us? 

b. What do you think it means to be “rich in good works”? 

c. How could your family use something you have to help someone 

else? 

Children’s Liturgy Rebecca Guzman 

As the children four years old through third grade gather for 

Children’s Worship, the congregation is invited to sing (hymn no. 19): 

God of great and God of small, God of one and God of all, 

God of weak and God of strong, God to whom all things belong,  

Alleluia, alleluia, praise be to your name. 

Congregation: God be with you there. 

Children:   God be with you here. 
The children will return to join their families following the sermon. 

Prayer for Illumination  Rev. Melissa White 

First Reading 1 Timothy 6:6-10, 17-19   Rev. White 

Of course, there is great gain in godliness combined with contentment; 

for we brought nothing into the world, so that we can take nothing out 

of it; but if we have food and clothing, we will be content with these. But 

those who want to be rich fall into temptation and are trapped by many 

senseless and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and 

destruction. For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, and in their 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ij6Gsayalnw
https://cecestorypath.wordpress.com/2024/09/14/26th-sunday-in-ordinary-time-year-c-rcl/


eagerness to be rich some have wandered away from the faith and 

pierced themselves with many pains.  

As for those who in the present age are rich, command them not to be 

haughty, or to set their hopes on the uncertainty of riches, but rather on 

God who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment. They are 

to do good, to be rich in good works, generous, and ready to share, thus 

storing up for themselves the treasure of a good foundation for the 

future, so that they may take hold of the life that really is life. 

Anthem Sing Community, Sing Peace Mark Hayes 

Chancel Choir; Blythe Kinsey, piano 

Sister, brother, live in harmony. Same and other, live in harmony. 

Human family, in choirs for all to hear and see,  

Sing community, sing peace. 

Simple song, sacred call; dare to sing and live in peace, and love for all. 

Against the silence, against the shouting, 

dare to sing and live in peace and love for all. 

With your neighbor, live in harmony. With the stranger, live in harmony. 

With the refugee, in choirs for all to hear and see, 

Sing community, sing peace. 

For the children, live in harmony. With the frightened, live in harmony. 

With the enemy, in choirs for all to hear and see, 

Sing community, sing peace 

Second Reading Selections from Proverbs Dr. Hull 

 This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God! 

Sermon “Choose Life!” Dr. Hull 

*Hymn 701 Lord, Prepare Me SANCTUARY 

 

*The Affirmation of Faith (unison) Rev. White 

Brief Statement of Faith Lines 7-26 

We trust in Jesus Christ, fully human, fully God. Jesus proclaimed the 

reign of God: preaching good news to the poor and release to the 

captives, teaching by word and deed and blessing the children, healing 

the sick and binding up the brokenhearted, eating with outcasts, 



forgiving sinners, and calling all to repent and believe the gospel. 

Unjustly condemned for blasphemy and sedition, Jesus was crucified, 

suffering the depths of human pain and giving his life for the sins of the 

world. God raised this Jesus from the dead, vindicating his sinless life, 

breaking the power of sin and evil, delivering us from death to life 

eternal. 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer Rev. White  

. . . (unison) Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this 

day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors, 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 

the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

Offering Invitation  Rev. White 

Offertory Spirit Song arr. Tom Fettke 

Lori Schellin, soprano 

As an alternative to the traditional offering plate, you may support the ministry of 
SMPC by giving online at www.smpchome.org/give or texting SMPC to 73256. 

*Doxology  Hymn 606 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, 

all creatures here below; praise him above ye heavenly host; 

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

*Prayer of Dedication  Fiona Mitchell 

Generous God, everything we have comes from you. Take these gifts 

and use them to bring hope, help, and love to others. Teach us to hold 

what we have with open hands, to share generously, and to find our 

greatest treasure in you. Amen.     

We Go Out to Serve 

*Hymn 700 I'm Gonna Live So God Can Use Me I'M GONNA LIVE 

http://www.smpchome.org/give


 

 

*Charge and Benediction  Dr. Hull 

*Benediction Response  

 God Be with You Till We Meet Again William Tomer 

Postlude  Festival Song Greg Sewell 

Worship Service Notes 

Leading Worship this Morning   

Dr. Sandy Hull, Transitional Pastor 

Rev. Melissa White, Parish Associate 

Zach Bowyer, Director of Music & Organist 

Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation 



Chancel Choir   

Blythe Kinsey, piano; Lori Schellin, soprano 

Emily Mitchell, Fiona Mitchell, liturgists 

Acolytes: Amelia Dedinsky, Daniel Lee 

A/V Team: Mary Katheryne Zagora, Michael Zagora 

Ushers: Dan DeChant, Gena DeChant, Dean Elledge, Mary Elledge, Craig 

Parrish, Michael Zagora 

Welcome Team: Troop 119, Troop 219, Pack 119, GSA Troop 809, GSA 

Troop 1319, GSA Troop 2269, GSA Troop 3463 

Part One of the constitution of the Presbyterian Church (USA) is The Book 

of Confessions, which contains twelve faith statements from throughout 

the history of Christianity. A Brief Statement of Faith, from which today’s 

Affirmation of Faith is taken, was created in 1983 as part of the reunion 

of the two largest Presbyterian denominations in the United States. 

In lieu of flowers, a donation to South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church 

has been made by Alan Chadd to the glory of God and in memory of his 

parents, Charles and Beverly Chadd. 

Welcome to South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church! If you are joining 

us in person or online, are a first-time visitor, a long-term member, or 

anything in between, we are glad that you are worshiping with us and we 

want to stay connected with you. To receive our emails, sent on Thursday 

mornings, contact Adrienne Jaquith, Office and Database Manager, 

adrienne@smpchome.org. SMPC uses Realm as a church directory and 

for event registrations. If you are new to Realm or have questions about 

it, please contact Adrienne Jaquith, and she will be happy to help! 

A note to parents: We are so delighted that you and your children are 

here! Children are an integral part of our faith community, and we strive 

to support parents during worship. Here are some helpful things to know: 

• Children are welcome in worship. We understand that means 

wiggles! 

• We provide blue worship totes in the narthex to help children 

engage in worship. Please return the totes after the service. 

• There is a nursery located in the Palmer Building with dedicated 

staff who are happy to keep your infant - three-year-old safe. 

• Children’s worship is provided for children ages 4 through 3rd grade. 

The children gather after the Church Family Moment and return 

after the sermon. During this time, they will explore the story 

interactively and engage with their peers. 

• A glider and changing table are available in Room 301 for mothers 

who wish to have privacy while nursing. 

• During worship, the service is broadcast to the parlor, where there 

is more space to move around if your little one becomes restless. 

Interested in joining South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church? To learn 



more about membership and the process of joining, contact Rev. Melissa 

White, Parish Associate, melissa@smpchome.org or 704-887-7488.  

Congregational Notes (as of September 23, 2026) 

Remember in Prayer 

• Mike Grace, as he recovers from surgery.  

• Marge Kruse, as she recovers from surgery.  

• Our high school youth and leaders who traveled to Lake Tillery this 

weekend, that God may grant safe travels, deepen faith and 

friendships, and bless their time together with joy and fun. 

• The Mission Study Task Force as they work to discern God’s calling 

for SMPC. 

• The people of Bayonnais and all of Haiti, that God would bring 

protection from violence, healing for the injured, provision for those 

in need, and strength and hope in the midst of hardship.   

• All those affected by conflict, displacement, and unrest around the 

world and at home.  

• That God would guide us to serve others with compassion, justice, 

and mercy within our church, our community, and our world. 

To join the prayer chain or send a prayer request: 

prayer@SMPChome.org 

SMPC STAFF 

Dr. Sandy Hull, Transitional Pastor 

sandy@smpchome.org 

Rev. Lindsey Odom, Associate Pastor of Youth & Missions/Outreach 

lindsey@smpchome.org 

Rev. Melissa White, Parish Associate 

melissa@smpchome.org 

Laura Black, Ministry Associate for Children and Music 

laura@smpchome.org 

Zach Bowyer, Director of Music & Organist 

zach@smpchome.org 

Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation 

rebecca@smpchome.org  

Adrienne Jaquith, Office and Database Manager 

adrienne@smpchome.org 

Cheryl Perry, Director of Communications 

cheryl@smpchome.org 

Steve Stevenson, Facility Administrator 

steve@smpchome.org 

Dr. Tammy Winchip, SMPC Preschool Director 

tammy@smpchome.org 

Mary Katheryne Zagora, Financial Administrator 

mkzagora@smpchome.org 
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prayer@SMPChome.org 

 

Church Office Hours:   

Monday – Thursday: 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.  

Friday: Closed 

We photograph and record worship services and events for church use. We may use 

these materials in church communications. Permission to podcast/stream the music in 

this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-735003.  All rights reserved. 
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