
 

A Service of Worship 

Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

September 6, 2026 

10:10 a.m., Sanctuary & Livestream 
*Please rise in body or in spirit. 

We Gather 

Prelude God of Grace Paul Manz 

Welcome and Concerns of the Church Rebecca Guzman 

 The Lord be with you.  And also with you!  

Introit Surely the Presence Lanny Wolfe 

*Call to Worship  Rebecca Guzman 

One: Come, let us worship the God who sees us. 

All: The Lord is full of steadfast love and mercy. 

One: When Hagar wandered in the wilderness, God saw her, spoke to 

her, and gave her hope. 

All: When we feel forgotten or alone, God remains faithful. 

One: God calls us to see one another with compassion, to pursue justice, 

and to love our neighbors as Christ has loved us. 

All: Let us worship the God who sees, who saves, and who never 

abandons God's people. 

*Hymn 65 Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah CWM RHONDDA 



 

 

Prayer of Confession (unison)   Rebecca Guzman 

Gracious God, we are sorry. Sometimes we do not see others or their 

needs. Sometimes we cause hurt. Sometimes our words and actions 

bring suffering. Sometimes we judge those who are different from us. 

Sometimes we fail to seek justice, love mercy, and walk humbly with 

you. Forgive us, O’ God.  Forgive us for overlooking our neighbors, for 

the harm we have caused, for the ways we have remained silent in the 

face of injustice, and for the times we have trusted ourselves more than 

you. Open our eyes to see as you see. Shape our hearts to love as you 

love. Set us free to follow Jesus with compassion, humility, and 

courage. In the name of Jesus Christ, we pray. Amen. 



Assurance of God’s Grace   Rebecca Guzman 

*Response of Praise  Hymn 582, stanza 1 

Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me,  

and to the Son,  whose grace has pardoned me,  

and to the Spirit, whose love has set me free.  

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen. 

We Hear and Respond to the Word 

Church Family Moment Rebecca Guzman 

1. Story Connection: Watch or read All of Me by 

Molly Bang. As you read, notice all the different 

parts of himself the child celebrates. Talk 

together: What parts of yourself are you thankful 

for? Psalm 139 reminds us that God made us, 

knows us, sees all of who we are, and celebrates 

us! Source. 

2. Make an “All of Me” Mini Book: Fold a few pieces of paper into a 

small book about the person God made you to be. Draw or write 

about things your body can do, things you love, things that make 

you laugh, and things that make you uniquely you. Finish with Psalm 

139:14. 

3. Play a Game: How Well Do You Know Me? Choose one person to 

be “It.” Ask them a question—like their favorite food, what always 

makes them laugh, or what makes them feel loved—and have 

everyone else guess their answer before they reveal it. Take turns 

being “it.”  God knows us even better than we know one another. 

4. Wonder Together: 

a) What do you think it means that God sees and knows you? 

b) When have you felt especially seen, known, or loved? 

c) How can we help other people know that they are seen and 

valued too? 

Children’s Liturgy Rebecca Guzman 

As the children four years old through third grade gather for 

Children’s Worship, the congregation is invited to sing (hymn no. 19): 

God of great and God of small, God of one and God of all, 

God of weak and God of strong, God to whom all things belong, 

Alleluia, alleluia, praise be to your name. 

Congregation: God be with you there. 

Children:   God be with you here. 
The children will return to join their families following the sermon. 

Prayer for Illumination  Rev. Melissa White 

First Reading Psalm 139:1-12 Rev. White 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vz-u2yXboLA
https://cecestorypath.wordpress.com/2024/09/16/all-of-me/


O Lord, you have searched me and known me. You know when I sit down 

and when I rise up; you discern my thoughts from far away. You search 

out my path and my lying down, and are acquainted with all my ways. 

Even before a word is on my tongue, O Lord, you know it completely. You 

hem me in, behind and before, and lay your hand upon me. Such 

knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is so high that I cannot attain it. 

Where can I go from your spirit? Or where can I flee from your presence? 

If I ascend to heaven, you are there; if I make my bed in Sheol, you are 

there. If I take the wings of the morning and settle at the farthest limits 

of the sea, even there your hand shall lead me, and your right hand shall 

hold me fast. If I say, "Surely the darkness shall cover me, and the light 

around me become night," even the darkness is not dark to you; the night 

is as bright as the day, for darkness is as light to you. 

Anthem  Be Still Mary McDonald 

Chancel Choir; Blythe Kinsey, piano 

Be still and know that I am God.  

Be still and know that I am with you. 

Be still and know that I will comfort you  

when you come to me in your hour of need. 

Be still and know that I am God.  

Be still and know that I am here for you; 

and I will wipe your tears; you will be renewed. 

Come unto Me, My child, be still,  

and know that I will give you rest. 

I am present in your pain and I always  

will remain your Comforter and Friend. 

My peace I leave with you.  

My peace I give unto you. Be still. 

Second Reading Genesis 16:1-16 Rev. Lindsey Odom 

Now Sarai, Abram's wife, bore him no children. She had an Egyptian 

slave-girl whose name was Hagar, and Sarai said to Abram, "You see that 

the Lord has prevented me from bearing children; go in to my slave-girl; 

it may be that I shall obtain children by her." And Abram listened to the 

voice of Sarai. So, after Abram had lived ten years in the land of Canaan, 

Sarai, Abram's wife, took Hagar the Egyptian, her slave-girl, and gave her 

to her husband Abram as a wife. He went in to Hagar, and she conceived; 

and when she saw that she had conceived, she looked with contempt on 

her mistress. Then Sarai said to Abram, "May the wrong done to me be 

on you! I gave my slave-girl to your embrace, and when she saw that she 

had conceived, she looked on me with contempt. May the Lord judge 

between you and me!" But Abram said to Sarai, "Your slave-girl is in your 

power; do to her as you please." Then Sarai dealt harshly with her, and 

she ran away from her. The angel of the Lord found her by a spring of 

water in the wilderness, the spring on the way to Shur. And he said, 

"Hagar, slave-girl of Sarai, where have you come from and where are you 



going?" She said, "I am running away from my mistress Sarai." The angel 

of the Lord said to her, "Return to your mistress, and submit to her." The 

angel of the Lord also said to her, "I will so greatly multiply your offspring 

that they cannot be counted for multitude." And the angel of the Lord 

said to her, "Now you have conceived and shall bear a son; you shall call 

him Ishmael, for the Lord has given heed to your affliction. He shall be a 

wild ass of a man, with his hand against everyone, and everyone's hand 

against him; and he shall live at odds with all his kin." So she named the 

Lord who spoke to her, "You are El-roi"; for she said, "Have I really seen 

God and remained alive after seeing him?" Therefore the well was called 

Beer-lahai-roi; it lies between Kadesh and Bered. Hagar bore Abram a 

son; and Abram named his son, whom Hagar bore, Ishmael. Abram was 

eighty-six years old when Hagar bore him Ishmael. 

 This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God! 

Sermon “The God who Sees” Rev. Odom 

*Hymn 661 Why Should I Feel Discouraged? SPARROW 

(Stanzas 1 and 3) 



 

 

 

 

 

 



Offering Invitation  Rev. White  

Offertory Prelude on “Slane” Phil Lehenbauer 

As an alternative to the traditional offering plate, you may support the ministry of 
SMPC by giving online at www.smpchome.org/give or texting SMPC to 73256. 

*Doxology  Hymn 606 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, 

all creatures here below; praise him above ye heavenly host; 

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Celebration of the Lord’s Supper 

Invitation to the Table  Rev. White 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and the Lord’s Prayer Rev. Odom 

One: The Lord be with you.  

Many: And also with you. 

One: Lift up your hearts.   

Many: We lift them to the Lord. 

One:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

Many: It is right to give our thanks and praise. (Pastor’s prayer) 

. . . (unison) Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this 

day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is 

the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

The Words of Institution Rev. Odom, Rev. White 

The Bread and the Cup  
You are invited to come forward (see diagram) to receive the elements of 

communion by intinction.  When receiving the elements by intinction, you are 

invited to take a piece of bread, dip it into the cup, and return to your seat. If 

you are not able to come forward, you will be served at your seat. Servers with 

gluten-free elements are located at the back of the sanctuary. 

Communion of the People 

Hymn 520 Taste and See TASTE AND SEE 

(all sing refrain; cantor sings stanzas) 

http://www.smpchome.org/give


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

The Prayer after Communion  Rev. White 

We Go Out to Serve 

*Hymn 450 Be Thou My Vision SLANE 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

*Charge and Benediction  Rev. Odom 

*Benediction Response  

 God Be with You Till We Meet Again William Tomer 

Postlude  Processional and Trumpet Tune Wayne L. Wold 

 on "Cwm Rhondda"  

Worship Service Notes 
Leading Worship this Morning   

Rev. Lindsey Odom, Associate Pastor of Youth & Missions/Outreach 

Rev. Melissa White, Parish Associate for Congregational Care & 

Connection 

Zach Bowyer, Director of Music & Organist 

Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation 

 Chancel Choir; Blythe Kinsey, piano 

A/V Team: Kari Case, Xander Case 

Ushers: Judy Jones, Craig Parrish, Donna Podgorny, Bob Williamson 

Welcome Team: Blair Choren, Brooke Choren, Marla Choren, Michael 

Choren 



Welcome to South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church! If you are joining 

us in person or online, are a first-time visitor, a long-term member, or 

anything in between, we are glad that you are worshiping with us and we 

want to stay connected with you. To receive our emails, sent on Thursday 

mornings, contact Adrienne Jaquith, Office and Database Manager, 

adrienne@smpchome.org. SMPC uses Realm as a church directory and 

for event registrations. If you are new to Realm or have questions about 

it, please contact Adrienne Jaquith, and she will be happy to help! 

Interested in joining South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church? To learn 

more about membership and the process of joining, contact Rev. Melissa 

White, Parish Associate, melissa@smpchome.org or 704-887-7488. 

Congregational Notes (as of September 2, 2026) 

Remember in Prayer 

• The Mission Study Task Force as they work to discern God’s calling 

for SMPC. 

• The people of Bayonnais and all of Haiti, that God would bring 

protection from violence, healing for the injured, provision for those 

in need, and strength and hope in the midst of hardship.   

• All those affected by conflict, displacement, and unrest around the 

world and at home.  

• That God would guide us to serve others with compassion, justice, 

and mercy within our church, our community, and our world. 

To join the prayer chain or send a prayer request: 
prayer@SMPChome.org 

SMPC STAFF 

Dr. Sandy Hull, Transitional Pastor 

sandy@smpchome.org 

Rev. Lindsey Odom, Associate Pastor of Youth & Missions/Outreach 

lindsey@smpchome.org 

Rev. Melissa White, Parish Associate 

melissa@smpchome.org 

Laura Black, Ministry Associate for Children and Music 

laura@smpchome.org 

Zach Bowyer, Director of Music & Organist 

zach@smpchome.org 

Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation 

rebecca@smpchome.org  

Adrienne Jaquith, Office and Database Manager 

adrienne@smpchome.org 

Cheryl Perry, Director of Communications 

cheryl@smpchome.org 

Steve Stevenson, Facility Administrator 

steve@smpchome.org 

Dr. Tammy Winchip, SMPC Preschool Director 

mailto:prayer@SMPChome.org
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mailto:melissa@smpchome.org
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tammy@smpchome.org 

Mary Katheryne Zagora, Financial Administrator 

mkzagora@smpchome.org 

 

To join the prayer chain or send a prayer request: 

prayer@SMPChome.org 

 

Church Office Hours:   

Monday – Thursday: 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.  

Friday: Closed 

We photograph and record worship services and events for church use. We may use 

these materials in church communications. Permission to podcast/stream the music in 

this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-735003.  All rights reserved. 
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