
 

A Service of Worship 

Twenty-first Sunday after Pentecost 

October 18, 2026 

10:10 a.m., Sanctuary & Livestream 
*Please rise in body or in spirit. 

We Gather 

Prelude          Italian Hymn arr. Albert Travis 

Welcome and Concerns of the Church Dr. Sandy Hull 

 The Lord be with you.  And also with you! 

Moment for Mission  Lee Martin 

Introit God Is Here Today Raúl Galeano 

*Call to Worship (Romans 11:33-36)  Ryan Wooley 
One: O the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! 

All: How impossible it is for us to understand fully God’s ways! 

One: Who can know the Lord’s thoughts? 

         Who knows enough to give the Lord advice? 

All: Who has given the Lord so much 

  that the Lord needs to pay them back? 

One: For everything comes from God and exists by God’s power and is 

intended for God’s glory. 

All: All glory to God forever! 

*Hymn 32 I Sing the Mighty Power of God ELLACOMBE 



 

 

Prayer of Confession (unison)  Rev. Lindsey Odom 

Merciful God, we are obsessed with possessions.  We measure our 

worth by the size of our bank balance.  We constantly crave more and 

better stuff.  So we confess that we have sought fulfillment and security 

in things, not in you.  We long for things when we should be longing for 

you.  Forgive this idolatry.  In your love, set us free, and lead us more 

deeply into the joy of knowing and serving you. Amen. 

Assurance of God’s Grace (Ephesians 1:7-8) Rev. Odom 

One: “We have redemption through Christ’s blood, the forgiveness of 

sins, according to the riches of God’s grace that God lavished on 

us.”  Friends, hear and believe God’s good news. 



All: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven! 

*Response of Praise  Hymn 659 

Know that God is good. Know that God is good.  

Know that God is good; God is good; God is good. 

Halle, hallelujah. Halle, hallelujah.  

Halle, hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah. 

We Hear and Respond to the Word 

Church Family Moment Rebecca Guzman 

1. Story Connection: Listen to a read-aloud of The Present 

by Bob Gill. Arthur finds a beautifully wrapped present 

and spends days imagining what might be inside. But 

before his birthday arrives, someone comes collecting 

toys for children who do not have many, and Arthur gives away the 

unopened present. What do you think made Arthur decide to give it 

away? Do you think giving the gift brought him joy even though he 

never knew what was inside? 

2. Game Wrap an empty box or small object like a present. Sit in a 

circle and pass the gift while music plays. When the music stops, the 

person holding it names something they could give that does not 

cost money—kindness, time, help, a hug, encouragement, 

friendship, or something else. Keep going until everyone has had 

several chances to share. 

3. Craft: Decorate a small piece of paper as a “gift certificate” for 

something that can be given to another person: helping with a 

chore, reading together, making someone a snack, playing with a 

sibling, writing a note, or spending time together. Give the coupon 

away sometime this week and notice how it feels to give something 

instead of receiving something. 

4. Wonder Together: 

a. I wonder why giving can sometimes make us happier than 

getting. 

b. I wonder what Jesus means when he says, “Where your treasure 

is, there your heart will be also.” 

c. I wonder what we can give even when we do not have money. 

d. I wonder what our choices show about what we treasure most. 

Prayer for Illumination  Rev. Odom 

First Reading Deuteronomy 6:1-5 Rev. Odom 

Now this is the commandment—the statutes and the ordinances—that 

the Lord your God charged me to teach you to observe in the land that 

you are about to cross into and occupy, so that you and your children and 

your children's children may fear the Lord your God all the days of your 

life, and keep all his decrees and his commandments that I am 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w0Iad3WTGhM


commanding you, so that your days may be long. Hear therefore, O Israel, 

and observe them diligently, so that it may go well with you, and so that 

you may multiply greatly in a land flowing with milk and honey, as the 

Lord, the God of your ancestors, has promised you. Hear, O Israel: The 

Lord is our God, the Lord alone. You shall love the Lord your God with all 

your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your might. 

Anthem He Put a New Song in My Heart Michael Barrett 

Jubilate Choir; Blythe Kinsey, piano; William Rose, percussion 

He put a new song in my heart, a hymn of praise to the Lord and King. 

He put a new song in my heart to praise His holy name. 

I will sing to the Lord! Oh, I will rest and put my trust in You, 

for You have given me my heart’s desire. 

O God, your wonders no one can number, 

blessings too great for my heart to hold! 

Children’s Liturgy Dr. Hull 

As the children four years old through third grade gather for 

Children’s Worship, the congregation is invited to sing: 

God of great and God of small, God of one and God of all, 

God of weak and God of strong, God to whom all things belong,  

Alleluia, alleluia, praise be to your name. 

Congregation: God be with you there. 

Children:   God be with you here. 
The children will return to join their families following the sermon. 

Second Reading Matthew 6:19-24 Dr. Hull 

"Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust 

consume and where thieves break in and steal; but store up for 

yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust consumes 

and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, 

there your heart will be also. "The eye is the lamp of the body. So, if your 

eye is healthy, your whole body will be full of light; but if your eye is 

unhealthy, your whole body will be full of darkness. If then the light in 

you is darkness, how great is the darkness! "No one can serve two 

masters; for a slave will either hate the one and love the other, or be 

devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and 

wealth. 

 This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God! 

Sermon “Cardiac Relocation”  Dr. Hull 

*Hymn 725 O Jesus, I Have Promised NYLAND 



 

 

*The Affirmation of Faith (unison) Philippians 2:6-11 

 Rev. Melissa White 

Christ Jesus, though he was God,  

    he did not think of equality with God 

    as something to cling to. 

Instead, he gave up his divine privileges; 

    he took the humble position of a slave 

    and was born as a human being. 

When he appeared in human form, 

     he humbled himself in obedience to God 

    and died a criminal’s death on a cross. 

Therefore, God elevated him to the place of highest honor 

    and gave him the name above all other names, 

    that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, 

    in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 

     and every tongue declare that Jesus Christ is Lord, 

    to the glory of God the Father. 

 



Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer Rev. White  

. . . (unison) Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this 

day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors, 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 

the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

Offering Invitation  Rev. White 

Offertory Grand Chorus Joel Raney 

Exultate Ringers 

As an alternative to the traditional offering plate, you may support the ministry of 
SMPC by giving online at www.smpchome.org/give or texting SMPC to 73256. 

*Doxology  Hymn 606 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, 

all creatures here below; praise him above ye heavenly host; 

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

*Prayer of Dedication   

Generous God, everything we have first comes from you. Receive these 

gifts as signs of our gratitude and use them for your purposes. Shape 

our hearts through our giving, that we may trust you more deeply, live 

more generously, and seek the treasure of your kingdom. Amen.     

We Go Out to Serve 

*Hymn 714 God of the Fertile Fields ITALIAN HYMN 

http://www.smpchome.org/give


 

*Charge and Benediction  Dr. Hull 

*Congregation Response   Hymn 543, stanza 1 

God, be the love to search and keep me; 

God, be the prayer to move my voice; 

God, be the strength to now uphold me: 

O Christ, surround me; O Christ, surround me. 

Postlude  Postlude on "Ellacombe" Mary McDonald 

Worship Service Notes 

Leading Worship this Morning   

Dr. Sandy Hull, Transitional Pastor 

Rev. Lindsey Odom, Associate Pastor of Youth & Missions/Outreach 



Rev. Melissa White, Parish Associate 

Zach Bowyer, Director of Music & Organist 

Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation 

Jubilate Choir; Blythe Kinsey, piano; William Rose, percussion  

Exultate Ringers  

Ryan Wooley, liturgists 

A/V Team: Chris Wilcox 

Ushers: Richard Franseen, Rich Fuller, Curt Ireland, Tom Klecker, Brett 

Thompson, Linda Thompson 

Welcome Team: Kennedy Colson, Kristin Colson, Ava Hope, Karen 

Sandeen. 

Welcome to South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church! If you are joining 

us in person or online, are a first-time visitor, a long-term member, or 

anything in between, we are glad that you are worshiping with us and we 

want to stay connected with you. To receive our emails, sent on Thursday 

mornings, contact Adrienne Jaquith, Office and Database Manager, 

adrienne@smpchome.org. SMPC uses Realm as a church directory and 

for event registrations. If you are new to Realm or have questions about 

it, please contact Adrienne Jaquith, and she will be happy to help! 

Interested in joining South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church? To learn 

more about membership and the process of joining, contact Rev. Melissa 

White, Parish Associate, melissa@smpchome.org or 704-887-7488.  

Congregational Notes (as of October 7, 2026) 

Remember in Prayer 

• The Mission Study Task Force as they work to discern God’s calling 

for SMPC. 

• The people of Bayonnais and all of Haiti, that God would bring 

protection from violence, healing for the injured, provision for those 

in need, and strength and hope in the midst of hardship.   

• All those affected by conflict, displacement, and unrest around the 

world and at home.  

That God would guide us to serve others with compassion, justice, and 

mercy within our church, our community, and our world. 

SMPC STAFF 

Dr. Sandy Hull, Transitional Pastor 

sandy@smpchome.org 

Rev. Lindsey Odom, Associate Pastor of Youth & Missions/Outreach 

lindsey@smpchome.org 

Rev. Melissa White, Parish Associate 

melissa@smpchome.org 

Laura Black, Ministry Associate for Children and Music 

laura@smpchome.org 

Zach Bowyer, Director of Music & Organist 
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zach@smpchome.org 

Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation 

rebecca@smpchome.org  

Adrienne Jaquith, Office and Database Manager 

adrienne@smpchome.org 

Cheryl Perry, Director of Communications 

cheryl@smpchome.org 

Steve Stevenson, Facility Administrator 

steve@smpchome.org 

Dr. Tammy Winchip, SMPC Preschool Director 

tammy@smpchome.org 

Mary Katheryne Zagora, Financial Administrator 

mkzagora@smpchome.org 

 

To join the prayer chain or send a prayer request: 

prayer@SMPChome.org 

 

Church Office Hours:   

Monday – Thursday: 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.  

Friday: Closed 

We photograph and record worship services and events for church use. We may use 

these materials in church communications. Permission to podcast/stream the music in 

this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-735003.  All rights reserved. 
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