
 

A Service of Worship 

Twenty-second Sunday after Pentecost 

October 25, 2026 

10:10 a.m., Sanctuary & Livestream 
*Please rise in body or in spirit. 

We Gather 

Prelude          Fanfare in G John Dixon 

Welcome and Concerns of the Church Dr. Sandy Hull 

 The Lord be with you.  And also with you! 

Moment for Mission  David Kinsey 

Introit We Give Thee But Thine Own William Walsham How 

*Call to Worship (Isaiah 43:19)  Grace Wooley 
One: Thus says the Lord, “See, I am about to do a new thing; now it 

springs forth; do you not perceive it? 

All: Creating, sustaining, and redeeming God, you are eternally new 

and your love is inexhaustible.  Bring your new thing to fruition in 

us, among us, and through us, for the glory of your name. 

One: Let us worship God!    

*Hymn 612 We Praise You, O God KREMSER 



 

 

Prayer of Confession (unison)  Rev. Melissa White 

Holy and merciful God, in your presence we confess our shortcomings 

and sinfulness.  You alone know how often we have sinned in 

wandering from your ways, misusing your gifts, forgetting your love, 

and bowing to the idols of power, prestige, and possessions.  Have 

mercy on us, O Lord.  Forgive our sins, and help us to live in your light 

and walk in your ways, for the sake of Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 

Assurance of God’s Grace (Luke 7:48, 50) Rev. White 

One: “Jesus said, ‘Your sins are forgiven.  Go in peace; your faith has 

saved you.’” Friends, hear and believe God’s good news! 

All: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven! 



*Response of Praise  Hymn 659 

Know that God is good. Know that God is good.  

Know that God is good; God is good; God is good. 

Halle, hallelujah. Halle, hallelujah.  

Halle, hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah. 

We Hear and Respond to the Word 

Church Family Moment Rebecca Guzman 

1. Listen to a read-aloud of Miss Fannie’s Hat by Jan 

Karon. Miss Fannie is ninety-nine years old and has lots 

of hats! She says each one is her favorite, but when she 

is asked to give one away, she learns about sacrifice 

and the joy that giving can bring. What does it mean to sacrifice 

something? Why can giving away something we love be difficult?  

2. Watch and sing along with our opening hymn. Listen for the 

different things the song says we can offer to God. What might it 

mean to offer not just our money or possessions, but our whole 

lives to God? 

3. Gather several simple objects and give each person one. Call out 

different reasons someone might need an object: “Someone is 

cold,” “Someone needs something to play with,” “Someone needs 

help carrying things,” or “Someone feels lonely.” Players decide 

whether the object they are holding could help and, if so, give it 

away. Talk about how giving sometimes means letting go of 

something we could keep so that someone else can have what they 

need. 

4. Wonder Together: 

a. I wonder why giving something away can sometimes bring us 

joy. 

b. I wonder what we have that God might be asking us to share. 

c. I wonder what it means to offer our whole lives to God. 

d. I wonder how our giving can help God do “a new thing.” 

Children’s Liturgy Rebecca Guzman 

As the children four years old through third grade gather for 

Children’s Worship, the congregation is invited to sing: 

God of great and God of small, God of one and God of all, 

God of weak and God of strong, God to whom all things belong,  

Alleluia, alleluia, praise be to your name. 

Congregation: God be with you there. 

Children:   God be with you here. 

The children will return to join their families following the sermon. 

Prayer for Illumination  Rev. White 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mrz0UvyKfuM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mrz0UvyKfuM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mrz0UvyKfuM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pd8Nj22Etj4


First Reading Philippians 4:15-20 Rev. White 

You Philippians indeed know that in the early days of the gospel, when I 

left Macedonia, no church shared with me in the matter of giving and 

receiving, except you alone. For even when I was in Thessalonica, you 

sent me help for my needs more than once. Not that I seek the gift, but I 

seek the profit that accumulates to your account. I have been paid in full 

and have more than enough; I am fully satisfied, now that I have received 

from Epaphroditus the gifts you sent, a fragrant offering, a sacrifice 

acceptable and pleasing to God. And my God will fully satisfy every need 

of yours according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus. To our God and 

Father be glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Anthem All Things New Elaine Hagenberg 

Chancel Choir; Ann Carney, piano 

Light after darkness, gain after loss,  

strength after weakness, crown after cross; 

sweet after bitter, hope after fears, 

home after wandering, praise after tears. 

Alpha and Omega, beginning and the end, 

He is making all things new. 

Springs of living water shall wash away each tear. 

He is making all things new. 

Sight after mystery, sun after rain, 

joy after sorrow, peace after pain; 

near after distant, gleam after gloom, 

love aftеr loneliness, life after tomb. 

Second Reading Psalm 96 Dr. Hull 

O sing to the Lord a new song! 

     Sing to the Lord, all the earth! 

Sing to the Lord, bless his name; 

     tell of his salvation from day to day. 

Declare his glory among the nations, 

     his marvelous works among all the peoples. 

For great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised; 

     he is to be revered above all gods. 

For all the gods of the peoples are idols, 

     but the Lord made the heavens. 

Honor and majesty are before him; 

     strength and beauty are in his sanctuary. 

Ascribe to the Lord, O families of the peoples, 

     ascribe to the Lord glory and strength. 

Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name; 

     bring an offering, and come into his courts. 

Worship the Lord in holy splendor; 

     tremble before him, all the earth. 

Say among the nations, “The Lord reigns! 



     the world is firmly established; 

     it shall never be moved. 

Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice; 

     let the sea roar, and all that fills it; 

     let the field exult, and everything in it. 

Then shall all the trees of the forest sing for joy 

     before the Lord, for his is coming, 

     for he is coming to judge the earth.   

He will judge the world with righteousness, 

     and the peoples with his truth. 

 This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God! 

Sermon “A New Song”   Dr. Hull 

*Hymn 711 Lord of All Good TOULON 



 

 

Presenting our Pledges to the Lord 

Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place, 

I can feel his mighty power and his grace. 

I can hear the brush of angels’ wings, I see glory on each face. 

Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place. 

Prayer of Praise (from Revelation 4 and 5) Dr. Hull 

You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and 

power, for you created all things and by your will they existed.  You are 

worthy, Lord Jesus, Lamb of God who gave your life for us, to receive 

power and wealth and wisdom and might and honor and glory and 

blessing!  To the one seated on the throne and to the Lamb be blessing 

and honor and glory and might forever and ever!  Amen. 



Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer Rev. Odom  

. . . (unison) Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this 

day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors, 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 

the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

Offering Invitation  Rev. Odom 

Offertory  Becki Slagle Mayo 

Praise, Praise, Praise the Lord 

Hosanna and Alleluia Choirs 

As an alternative to the traditional offering plate, you may support the ministry of 
SMPC by giving online at www.smpchome.org/give or texting SMPC to 73256. 

*Doxology  Hymn 606 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, 

all creatures here below; praise him above ye heavenly host; 

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

*Prayer of Dedication  Will Hollingsworth 

Generous God, you are the source of every good gift and the giver of all 

that we have. On this Commitment Sunday, we offer you not only our 

financial gifts and pledges, but also our lives, our hopes, and our 

willingness to serve. Bless these offerings and commitments, that they 

may strengthen the ministries of this church, deepen our relationships 

with one another, and extend your love into the world. Amen.     

We Go Out to Serve 

*Hymn 712 As Those of Old Their Firstfruits Brought FOREST GREEN 

http://www.smpchome.org/give


 

*Charge and Benediction  Dr. Hull 

*Congregational Response   Hymn 765 

May the God of hope go with us every day, 

filling all our lives with love and joy and peace. 

May the God of justice speed us on our way, 

bringing light and hope to every land and race. 

Praying, let us work for peace; singing, share our joy with all; 

working for a world that's new, faithful when we hear Christ's call. 

Postlude  Fantasie on "Ein Feste Burg" Paul Fey 

Allegretto, Andante, Allegro, Maestoso, Chorale 

Worship Service Notes 



Leading Worship this Morning   

Dr. Sandy Hull, Transitional Pastor 

Rev. Lindsey Odom, Associate Pastor of Youth & Missions/Outreach 

Rev. Melissa White, Parish Associate 

Laura Black, Ministry Associate for Children & Music 

Zach Bowyer, Director of Music & Organist 

Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation 

Chancel Choir; Ann Carney, piano  

Hosanna and Alleluia Choirs  

Will Hollingsworth, Grace Wooley, liturgists 

Acolyte: Mary Collins Hollingsworth 

A/V Team: Mary Katheryne Zagora, Michael Zagora 

Ushers: Andy Burke, Bob Cushman, Bjorn Hansen, Tim Maguire, Bob 

Williamson, Michael Zagora 

Welcome Team: Andrew Gaul, Ethan Gaul, Kaitlin Gaul, Madelyn Gaul 

Welcome to South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church! If you are joining 

us in person or online, are a first-time visitor, a long-term member, or 

anything in between, we are glad that you are worshiping with us and we 

want to stay connected with you. To receive our emails, sent on Thursday 

mornings, contact Adrienne Jaquith, Office and Database Manager, 

adrienne@smpchome.org. SMPC uses Realm as a church directory and 

for event registrations. If you are new to Realm or have questions about 

it, please contact Adrienne Jaquith, and she will be happy to help! 

Interested in joining South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church? To learn 

more about membership and the process of joining, contact Rev. Melissa 

White, Parish Associate, melissa@smpchome.org or 704-887-7488.  

Congregational Notes (as of October 21, 2026) 

Remember in Prayer 

• Jimmy Galati and his family as Jimmy’s brother, Tommy Galati, 

entered the Church triumphant on October 12. 

• The Mission Study Task Force as they work to discern God’s calling 

for SMPC. 

• The people of Bayonnais and all of Haiti, that God would bring 

protection from violence, healing for the injured, provision for those 

in need, and strength and hope in the midst of hardship.   

• All those affected by conflict, displacement, and unrest around the 

world and at home.  

• That God would guide us to serve others with compassion, justice, 

and mercy within our church, our community, and our world. 

To join the prayer chain or send a prayer request: 

prayer@SMPChome.org 

 

mailto:prayer@SMPChome.org


SMPC STAFF 

Dr. Sandy Hull, Transitional Pastor 

sandy@smpchome.org 

Rev. Lindsey Odom, Associate Pastor of Youth & Missions/Outreach 

lindsey@smpchome.org 

Rev. Melissa White, Parish Associate 

melissa@smpchome.org 

Laura Black, Ministry Associate for Children and Music 

laura@smpchome.org 

Zach Bowyer, Director of Music & Organist 

zach@smpchome.org 

Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation 

rebecca@smpchome.org  

Adrienne Jaquith, Office and Database Manager 

adrienne@smpchome.org 

Cheryl Perry, Director of Communications 

cheryl@smpchome.org 

Steve Stevenson, Facility Administrator 

steve@smpchome.org 

Dr. Tammy Winchip, SMPC Preschool Director 

tammy@smpchome.org 

Mary Katheryne Zagora, Financial Administrator 

mkzagora@smpchome.org 

 

To join the prayer chain or send a prayer request: 

prayer@SMPChome.org 

 

Church Office Hours:   

Monday – Thursday: 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.  

Friday: Closed 

We photograph and record worship services and events for church use. We may use 

these materials in church communications. Permission to podcast/stream the music in 

this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-735003.  All rights reserved. 
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