
 

A Service of Worship 

World Communion Sunday  

October 4, 2026 

10:10 a.m., Sanctuary & Livestream 
*Please rise in body or in spirit. 

We Gather 

Prelude Partita on “Rise, O Church, like Christ Arisen” David Cherwien 

II. Rise, O Church (Like incense) 

Welcome and Concerns of the Church Dr. Sandy Hull 

 The Lord be with you.  And also with you!  

Moment for Mission  Greg Hobby 

Introit I Come with Joy arr. Austin Lovelace 

*Call to Worship  Rebecca Guzman 

One: The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it. 

All: We gather from the east and the west, from the north and the 

south. 

One: We come to sit at the table in the kingdom of God, 

All: welcomed as one family in the presence of the Living God. 

One: How good and pleasant it is when God’s people live together in 

unity! 

All: We lift the cup of salvation and call on the name of the Lord. 

One: From every nation, every people, and every place, God welcomes 

us. 

All: Thanks be to God! Come, let us worship together. 

*Hymn 260 Alleluia! Sing to Jesus HYFRYDOL 



 

 

Prayer of Confession (unison)   Rebecca Guzman 

God of mercy, we confess that we have not loved you with all our being. 

We have done things which we ought not to have done, and we have 

left undone things which we ought to have done. We have built walls 

between neighbors and between countries, and we have ignored the 

cries of those in need. Forgive us and set us free, that we may live into 

the hope of your calling, that your reign may come on earth as it is in 

heaven. Through Jesus Christ we pray. Amen. 

Assurance of God’s Grace   Rebecca Guzman 

One: Thanks be to God: Jesus died for our sins. We are forgiven!   

All: We are forgiven. Thanks be to God. 

*Response of Praise  Hymn 659 

Know that God is good. Know that God is good.  

Know that God is good; God is good; God is good. 

Halle, hallelujah. Halle, hallelujah.  



Halle, hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah. 

We Hear and Respond to the Word 

Church Family Moment Rebecca Guzman 

1. Today is World Communion Sunday! Christians 

all over the world are celebrating Communion, or 

the Lord’s Supper. Here are some things 

Presbyterians believe about Communion: 

a) It is more than a symbol, but we do not 

believe the bread and cup actually become 

Jesus’ body and blood. 

b) Jesus is mysteriously present with us at the Table. 

c) We are united with “all the saints of every time and place”—

Christians around the world and those who have gone before us. 

d) Communion strengthens us to go, love and serve in the world. 

e) Everyone is welcome at the Table, regardless of age or faith 

background. 

2. Color and Pray: Print and color this Communion coloring page. As 

you color, think and pray about what Communion means to you and 

what it means to belong to a worldwide family of people who follow 

Jesus. 

3. Story Connection: Listen to a read-aloud of We Gather at This Table. 

Afterward, talk together: What did you notice about Communion? 

What does sharing a meal have to do with being part of God’s 

family? 

4. Wonder Together: 

a) What do you think it means that Christians all over the world 

share this meal? 

b) Who prepares the food you eat and who helps bring it to your 

table? 

c) How can sharing food be a way of caring for someone? 

d) How might Communion help us remember to share what God 

has given us? 

Sacrament of Baptism 

Jacob Daniel Schardt 

Son of Erin and Josh Schardt, brother of Will  

Representing the Session: Sheila McAnally 

Representing the Children: Bryson Gann 

Questions of the Parents 

*Affirmation of Faith  The Apostles Creed 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and 

in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy 

Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he 

https://flamecreativekids.blogspot.com/2015/02/holy-communion-reflective-colouring.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iD5asdzRGyc


rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the 

right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to 

judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy 

catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the 

resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Questions of the Congregation 

One: Do we, the members of this congregation, in the name of the whole 

church of Christ, undertake with these parents the Christian 

nurture of this child, so that in due time Jacob may confess faith in 

Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior? 

All: We do. 

One: Will we endeavor by our example and fellowship to strengthen 

Jacob’s family ties with the household of God? 

All: We will. 

Questions of the Children 

The Act of Baptizing 

The Charge 

Baptismal Response  No. 482, stanza 3 

Baptized in water, sealed by the Spirit,  

marked with the sign of Christ our King;  

born of the Spirit, we are God's children; 

 joyfully now God's praises we sing.  

The children will return to join their families following the sermon. 

Prayer for Illumination  Dr. Hull 

First Reading Psalm 34:1-10 Dr. Hull 
I will bless the Lord at all times; his praise shall continually be in my 

mouth. My soul makes its boast in the Lord; let the humble hear and be 

glad. O magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt his name together. I 

sought the Lord, and he answered me, and delivered me from all my 

fears. Look to him, and be radiant; so your faces shall never be 

ashamed. This poor soul cried, and was heard by the Lord, and was 

saved from every trouble. The angel of the Lord encamps around those 

who fear him, and delivers them. O taste and see that the Lord is good; 

happy are those who take refuge in him. O fear the Lord, you his holy 

ones, for those who fear him have no want. The young lions suffer want 

and hunger, but those who seek the Lord lack no good thing. 

Anthem  Draw Us in the Spirit's Tether Harold Friedell 

Chancel Choir 

Draw us in the Spirit's tether, for when humbly in thy name, 

two or three are met together, thou art in the midst of them; 

alleluia, alleluia! Touch we now thy garment's hem. 



As the brethren used to gather in the name of Christ to sup, 

then with thanks to God the Father break the bread and bless the cup, 

alleluia, alleluia! So knit thou our friendship up. 

All our meals and all our living make as sacraments of thee, 

that by caring, helping, giving, we may true disciples be. 

Alleluia, alleluia! We will serve thee faithfully. 

Second Reading John 6:51-59 Rev. Lindsey Odom 

I am the living bread that came down from heaven. Whoever eats of 

this bread will live forever; and the bread that I will give for the life of 

the world is my flesh." The Jews then disputed among themselves, 

saying, "How can this man give us his flesh to eat?" So Jesus said to 

them, "Very truly, I tell you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man 

and drink his blood, you have no life in you. Those who eat my flesh and 

drink my blood have eternal life, and I will raise them up on the last day; 

for my flesh is true food and my blood is true drink. Those who eat my 

flesh and drink my blood abide in me, and I in them. Just as the living 

Father sent me, and I live because of the Father, so whoever eats me 

will live because of me. This is the bread that came down from heaven, 

not like that which your ancestors ate, and they died. But the one who 

eats this bread will live forever." He said these things while he was 

teaching in the synagogue at Capernaum. 

 This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God! 

Sermon One Bread, One Body Rev. Odom 

*Hymn 515 I Come with Joy DOVE OF PEACE 

(Stanzas 2-3) 



 

 

Offering Invitation  Dr. Hull  

Offertory Think of Me and Remember Joel Raney 

Charleston Bates and Collin Sinclair, tenors 

As an alternative to the traditional offering plate, you may support the ministry of 
SMPC by giving online at www.smpchome.org/give or texting SMPC to 73256. 

*Doxology  Hymn 515, stanza 4 

The Spirit of the risen Christ, unseen, but ever near, is in such 

friendship better known, alive among us here, alive among us here. 

Celebration of the Lord’s Supper 

Invitation to the Table  Dr. Hull 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and the Lord’s Prayer Rev. Odom 

One: The Lord be with you.  

Many: And also with you. 

One: Lift up your hearts.   

Many: We lift them to the Lord. 

One:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

Many: It is right to give our thanks and praise. (Pastor’s prayer) 

. . . (unison) Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this 

http://www.smpchome.org/give


day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is 

the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

The Words of Institution Rev. Odom, Dr. Hull 

The Bread and the Cup  

Communion of the People 

Hymn 769 For Everyone Born FOR EVERYONE BORN 

 

The Prayer after Communion  Dr. Hull 

We Go Out to Serve 

*Hymn 536 Rise, O Church, like Christ Arisen SURGE ECCLESIA 

 

 

 

 



 

 

*Charge and Benediction  Rev. Odom 

*Congregation Response   Hymn 515, stanza 5 

 Together met, together bound by all that God has done, 

we’ll go with joy, to give the world  

the love that makes us one, the love that makes us one. 

Postlude  Partita on “Rise, O Church, like Christ Arisen” David Cherwien 

 V. Toccata  

Worship Service Notes 
Leading Worship this Morning   

Rev. Lindsey Odom, Associate Pastor of Youth & Missions/Outreach 

Dr. Sandy Hull, Transitional Pastor 

Zach Bowyer, Director of Music & Organist 

Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation 

 Chancel Choir; Charleston Bates, Collin Sinclair, tenors 

Acolyte: Blair Choren 

A/V Team: Brad Alford 

Ushers: Andrew Brown, Andrew Gaul, Frank Graham, Judy Jones, Craig 

Parrish, Carol Watkins 



Welcome Team: Chuck Griffiths, Lina Griffiths, Elizabeth Rose, Lydia 

Rose 

The Prayer of Confession is from Ministry Matters. 

Welcome to South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church! If you are joining 

us in person or online, are a first-time visitor, a long-term member, or 

anything in between, we are glad that you are worshiping with us and we 

want to stay connected with you. To receive our emails, sent on Thursday 

mornings, contact Adrienne Jaquith, Office and Database Manager, 

adrienne@smpchome.org.  

Interested in joining South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church? To learn 

more about membership and the process of joining, contact Rev. Melissa 

White, Parish Associate, melissa@smpchome.org or 704-887-7488. 

Congregational Notes (as of September 30, 2026) 

Remember in Prayer 

• The Mission Study Task Force as they work to discern God’s calling 

for SMPC. 

• The people of Bayonnais and all of Haiti, that God would bring 

protection from violence, healing for the injured, provision for those 

in need, and strength and hope in the midst of hardship.   

• That God would guide us to serve others with compassion, justice, 

and mercy within our church, our community, and our world. 

To join the prayer chain or send a prayer request: 

prayer@SMPChome.org 

SMPC STAFF 

Dr. Sandy Hull, Transitional Pastor 

sandy@smpchome.org 

Rev. Lindsey Odom, Associate Pastor of Youth & Missions/Outreach 

lindsey@smpchome.org 

Rev. Melissa White, Parish Associate 

melissa@smpchome.org 

Laura Black, Ministry Associate for Children and Music 

laura@smpchome.org 

Zach Bowyer, Director of Music & Organist 

zach@smpchome.org 

Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation 

rebecca@smpchome.org  

Adrienne Jaquith, Office and Database Manager 

adrienne@smpchome.org 

Cheryl Perry, Director of Communications 

cheryl@smpchome.org 

Steve Stevenson, Facility Administrator 

steve@smpchome.org 
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Dr. Tammy Winchip, SMPC Preschool Director 

tammy@smpchome.org 

Mary Katheryne Zagora, Financial Administrator 

mkzagora@smpchome.org 

 

To join the prayer chain or send a prayer request: 

prayer@SMPChome.org 

 

Church Office Hours:   

Monday – Thursday: 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.  

Friday: Closed 

We photograph and record worship services and events for church use. We may use 

these materials in church communications. Permission to podcast/stream the music in 

this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-735003.  All rights reserved. 
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