
 

A Service of Worship 

Twenty-fifth Sunday after Pentecost 

November 15, 2026 

10:10 a.m., Sanctuary & Livestream 
*Please rise in body or in spirit. 

We Gather 

Prelude          Harvest Home Gilbert Martin 

Welcome and Concerns of the Church Dr. Sandy Hull 

 The Lord be with you.  And also with you! 

Introit Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying Ken Medema 

*Call to Worship  Ben Cassell 
One: God knows us completely—the parts we gladly show and the parts 

we would rather hide. 

All: We come before God just as we are. 

One: Christ meets us in our questions, our stories, our courage, and our 

uncertainty. 

All: We come ready to be known and loved. 

One: The Holy Spirit calls us to be witnesses—not to someone else’s 

story, but to what we ourselves have seen and known. 

All: We will tell the truth of God’s grace in our lives. 

One: Come, with nothing to prove and nothing to pretend. 

All: Let us worship God. 

*Hymn 267 Come, Christians, Join to Sing MADRID 



 

 

Prayer of Confession (unison)  Rebecca Guzman 

Merciful God, you know us completely, yet we often try to hide parts of 

ourselves from you and from one another. We pretend to have the 

answers, cover our mistakes, and worry too much about how others 

see us. Forgive us. Help us live honestly, trust your grace, and share the 

truth of what we have seen and experienced. In Jesus’ name we pray. 

Amen. 

Assurance of God’s Grace  Rebecca Guzman 

One: Hear the good news: God sees us fully and loves us completely. In 

Jesus Christ, we are forgiven, made new, and set free to live as the 

people God created us to be. 



All: Thanks be to God! Amen 

*Response of Praise  Hymn 582, stanza 1 

Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me, 

and to the Son, whose grace has pardoned me, 

and to the Spirit, whose love has set me free. 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen. 

We Hear and Respond to the Word 

Church Family Moment Rebecca Guzman 

1. In John 9, Jesus really sees a man who had been 

overlooked by many people around him. Watch this 

McDonald’s ad about “invisible” workers. Who are 

some people we might pass every day without really 

noticing? What could you do to show someone, “I see you, and you 

matter”?  

2. Play Spot It! If you have the game, use it. If not, create your own 

cards to color and cut out here.  The game works because you 

have to slow down, look closely, and notice what is right in front of 

you. How might we practice looking that carefully at the people 

around us?  

3. Take a “Who Do You See?” walk. Walk around your neighborhood, 

a park, a store, or another place you visit regularly. Instead of 

looking only at buildings, signs, or things, pay attention to the 

people you see. Who is working? Who is helping? Who seems 

alone? Who is doing something kind? Choose at least one person to 

greet, thank, or encourage. 

4. Wonder Together: 

a. I wonder what it feels like to be overlooked. 

b. I wonder who Jesus notices that other people miss. 

c. I wonder what changes when we really see another person 

d. I wonder how our lives can show others that they matter to 

God. 

Children’s Liturgy Rebecca Guzman 

As the children four years old through third grade gather for 

Children’s Worship, the congregation is invited to sing: 

God of great and God of small, God of one and God of all, 

God of weak and God of strong, God to whom all things belong,  

Alleluia, alleluia, praise be to your name. 

Congregation: God be with you there. 

Children:   God be with you here. 

The children will return to join their families following the sermon. 

Prayer for Illumination  Rev. Melissa White 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_IhoCBTyQPI
https://macrusher.github.io/dobble-generator/


First Reading Acts 1:6-8 Rev. White 

So when they had come together, they asked him, "Lord, is this the time 

when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?" He replied, "It is not for you 

to know the times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority. 

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and 

you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to 

the ends of the earth." 

Anthem Just As I Am arr. Howard Helvey 

Chancel Choir; Blythe Kinsey, piano 

Just as I am, without one plea, 

but that thy blood was shed for me, 

and that thou bidd'st me come to thee, 

O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

Just as I am, though tossed about 

with many a conflict, many a doubt, 

fightings and fears within, without, 

O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

Just as I am, thy love unknown 

has broken every barrier down; 

now to be thine, yea, thine alone, 

O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

Second Reading John 9:13-25 (NLT) Dr. Hull 

Then they took the man who had been blind to the Pharisees, because 

it was on the Sabbath that Jesus had made the mud and healed him. 

The Pharisees asked the man all about it. So he told them, “He put the 

mud over my eyes, and when I washed it away, I could see!” Some of 

the Pharisees said, “This man Jesus is not from God, for he is working 

on the Sabbath.” Others said, “But how could an ordinary sinner do such 

miraculous signs?” So there was a deep division of opinion among them. 

Then the Pharisees again questioned the man who had been blind and 

demanded, “What’s your opinion about this man who healed you?” The 

man replied, “I think he must be a prophet.” The Jewish leaders still 

refused to believe the man had been blind and could now see, so they 

called in his parents. They asked them, “Is this your son? Was he born 

blind? If so, how can he now see?” His parents replied, “We know this 

is our son and that he was born blind, but we don’t know how he can 

see or who healed him. Ask him. He is old enough to speak for himself.” 

His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jewish leaders, 

who had announced that anyone saying Jesus was the Messiah would 

be expelled from the synagogue. That’s why they said, “He is old 

enough. Ask him.” So for the second time they called in the man who 

had been blind and told him, “God should get the glory for this, because 

we know this man Jesus is a sinner.” “I don’t know whether he is a 

sinner,” the man replied. “But I know this: I was blind, and now I can 

see!” 



 This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God! 

Sermon “You, Unedited”     Dr. Hull 

*Hymn 722 Lord, Speak to Me That I May Speak CANONBURY 

 

*The Affirmation of Faith (unison) Brief Statement of Faith 

  Rev. Lindsey Odom 

We trust in God, whom Jesus called Abba, Father. In sovereign love God 

created the world good and makes everyone equally in God’s image, 

male and female, of every race and  people, to live as one community. 

But we rebel against God; we hide from our Creator. Ignoring God’s 

commandments, we violate the image of God in others and ourselves, 

accept lies as truth, exploit neighbor and nature, and threaten death to 

the planet entrusted to our care. We deserve God’s condemnation. Yet 

God acts with justice and mercy to redeem creation. In everlasting love, 

the God of Abraham and Sarah chose a covenant people to bless all 

families of the earth. Hearing their cry, God delivered the children of 



Israel from the house of bondage. Loving us still, God makes us heirs 

with Christ of the covenant. Like a mother who will not forsake her 

nursing child, like a father who runs to welcome the prodigal home, God 

is faithful still. 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer Rev. Odom 

. . . (unison) Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this 

day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors, 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 

the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

Offering Invitation  Rev. Odom 

Offertory Rejoice, the Lord is King! arr. Matthew Compton 

Chancel Ringers 

As an alternative to the traditional offering plate, you may support the ministry of 
SMPC by giving online at www.smpchome.org/give or texting SMPC to 73256. 

*Doxology  Hymn 606 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, 

all creatures here below; praise him above ye heavenly host; 

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

*Prayer of Dedication  Caroline Angerer 

Creator God, all that we have and all that we are belong to you. Receive 

our gifts and offerings as an expression of our gratitude, and use them 

to make room for belonging, nurture hope, and bring new possibilities 

to life. May all that we give become part of the greater story you are 

writing through us. In Christ's name we pray. Amen.      

We Go Out to Serve 

*Hymn 462 I Love to Tell the Story HANKEY 

http://www.smpchome.org/give


 



*Charge and Benediction  Dr. Hull 

*Benediction Response  

 God Be with You Till We Meet Again William Tomer 

Postlude  Fanfare on an Original Theme Gilbert Martin 

Worship Service Notes 

Leading Worship this Morning   

Dr. Sandy Hull, Transitional Pastor 

Rev. Lindsey Odom, Associate Pastor of Youth & Missions/Outreach 

Rev. Melissa White, Parish Associate 

Zach Bowyer, Director of Music & Organist 

Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation 

Chancel Choir; Blythe Kinsey, piano 

Chancel Ringers 

Caroline Angerer, Ben Cassell, liturgists 

Acolytes: Madelyn Gaul, Maddie Slagle 

A/V Team: Dylan Booker, Chris Wilcox 

Ushers: Bob Cushman, Mitchell Davis, Dick Engle, Curtis Guy, Curt Ireland, 

Carol Watkins 

Welcome Team: Elizabeth Rose, Harrison Rose, Lydia Rose, William Rose 

Welcome to South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church! If you are joining 

us in person or online, are a first-time visitor, a long-term member, or 

anything in between, we are glad that you are worshiping with us and we 

want to stay connected with you. To receive our emails, sent on Thursday 

mornings, contact Adrienne Jaquith, Office and Database Manager, 

adrienne@smpchome.org. SMPC uses Realm as a church directory and 

for event registrations. If you are new to Realm or have questions about 

it, please contact Adrienne Jaquith, and she will be happy to help! 

Interested in joining South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church? To learn 

more about membership and the process of joining, contact Rev. Melissa 

White, Parish Associate, melissa@smpchome.org or 704-887-7488.  

Congregational Notes (as of November 11, 2026) 

Remember in Prayer 

• The Mission Study Task Force as they work to discern God’s calling 

for SMPC. 

• The people of Bayonnais and all of Haiti, that God would bring 

protection from violence, healing for the injured, provision for those 

in need, and strength and hope in the midst of hardship.   

• All those affected by conflict, displacement, and unrest around the 

world and at home.  

• That God would guide us to serve others with compassion, justice, 

and mercy within our church, our community, and our world. 



To join the prayer chain or send a prayer request: 

prayer@SMPChome.org 

SMPC STAFF 

Dr. Sandy Hull, Transitional Pastor 

sandy@smpchome.org 

Rev. Lindsey Odom, Associate Pastor of Youth & Missions/Outreach 

lindsey@smpchome.org 

Rev. Melissa White, Parish Associate 

melissa@smpchome.org 

Laura Black, Ministry Associate for Children and Music 

laura@smpchome.org 

Zach Bowyer, Director of Music & Organist 

zach@smpchome.org 

Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation 

rebecca@smpchome.org  

Adrienne Jaquith, Office and Database Manager 

adrienne@smpchome.org 

Cheryl Perry, Director of Communications 

cheryl@smpchome.org 

Steve Stevenson, Facility Administrator 

steve@smpchome.org 

Dr. Tammy Winchip, SMPC Preschool Director 

tammy@smpchome.org 

Mary Katheryne Zagora, Financial Administrator 

mkzagora@smpchome.org 

 

Church Office Hours:   

Monday – Thursday: 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.  

Friday: Closed 

We photograph and record worship services and events for church use. We may use 

these materials in church communications. Permission to podcast/stream the music in 

this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-735003.  All rights reserved. 
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	Remember in Prayer

